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TheSociolinguisticSettingofÀ lé gē

BoscoOkolo-obi,EbitareF.Obikudo&RoselineI.C.Alerechi

Abstract
AlegeisasmallgroupBendilanguagespokeninObuduLocal
GovernmentAreaofCrossRiverState,Nigeria,WestAfrica.Inthe
lightofthecommunity’seffortstowardsdevelopingthelanguage,
thissurveywasconductedtoaccessthedifferentdomainsof
languageuseandthefactorsthataffectthecontinuedsustenanceof
theAlegelanguageinthesedomains.Theaimofthisstudyistohelp
theAlegecommunitymakeinformeddecisionsonthetypeof
languagedevelopmentproject(s)toinitiateandwhatproblemsto
address.Forthis study,three differentsurveymethods were
employed:individualandgroupinterviews,participantobservation
andtheuseofthreestructuredquestionnaires– villageprofile,
householdandschool-basedquestionnaires.Findingsfromthestudy
show thatAlege isa multilingualcommunitywhere Alege is
predominantlyspoken with English,Nigerian pidgin and Bette
language(mostlyspokenbyadults)beingusedincertaindomains.
Regardlessofthehighlevelofmultilingualism,theAlegepeople
haveastrongpositiveattitudetowardstheirlanguage,whichthey
proudlyspeakintheirhomes,markets,churchandotherdomainsof
usewithinthecommunity.Takingintoaccountthevarioussocio-
economicanddemographicfactorssuchasmigrationandyouth
unemploymentcurrentlyaffectingthecommunity,itisimperative
thatdevelopmentstrategiesthatwouldenhancethevitalityofthe
languagebeestablishedbeforeanintergenerationalgulferupts.
Keywords:Alege,sociolinguisticsetting,languagedomains,language
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1.Introduction
AlegeisasmallgroupBendilanguagebelongingtotheBenue-Congo
sub-phylum.TheAlegecommunityislocatedinthesouthernpartof
ObuduLocalGovernmentArea(LGA)inCrossRiverState,Nigeria,
WestAfrica.Thisareaisknownforitshillyterrainwiththehighest
elevationintheregionbeingthenotableObuducattleranchthat
servesasatouristsite.Theareaismadeupoffiveethnic
communitiesnamely;Bette,Alege,Ukpe,UbangandUtugwang.The
localgovernmentheadquartersislocatedatObuduwithintheBette
clan.ThedistancebetweentheAlegecommunityandtheObudu
cattleranchisover35km.AlegesharesboundarieswithUtugwang
tothenorth,Mbube(inOgojaLocalGovernmentArea)tothewest,
Ubangtothesoutheast,Ukpe-Bayobiritotheeast,Bettetothenorth
eastandBokyitothesouth.Themapbelowshowsthegeographical
locationoftheAlegepeopleandtheirneighbours.
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ThehistoryoftheAlegepeople(asnarratedbyReverendAkpoji
throughpersonalcommunication)beginswiththeirprogenitorAlege,
sonofAgba.Agbaandhisfamilylivedsomewhereintheeastern
partofObudu.WhenhisfatherAgbadied,Alegemigratedfromthe
easternpartofObudu(duetosocio-economicreasons)andsettled
onthemountaincalledIrun.PresentlyinAlege,thereisavisible
tablelandwithacavewhereAlegesupposedlylived.Inthisnewland,
Alegefarmedandhadsevensons.ThesonsofAlegeinclude;
Amukwong,Eraru,Okikwo,Ngokpu,Ebuasu,OkpeandOkodun.After
the death ofAlege,these seven sons settled in scattered
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settlementsaroundtheIrunmountain.Thedescendantsofthese
sevensonstodayformwhatistodayknownastheAlegecommunity.
TheAlegecommunityisthusmadeupofsevenvillagesnamedafter
thesesons.ThenameAlegereferstoboththepeopleandthe
languagetheyspeak.AlternatenamesforAlegeasusedbythe
peopleincludeEligeandElege.ThetermsAlegi,Ugbe,andUgeas
citedinEthnologueasalternatenamesforAlegeareneitherknown
norusedbythepeople.

2.Previousresearch
Intermsofresearch,verylittleworkhasbeencarriedoutonAlege.
Infact,previousstudiesthatmakementionofAlegearebasically
attemptstowardsthegeneticclassificationoftheBendifamily
withintheCrossRivergroup.Incarryingoutacomparativestudyof
theBendilanguages,Blench(2004)lamentsthatverylittleresearch
hasbeen conducted.Theresearch worksthatexiston Bendi
languagesaremostlyonBekwaraandBokyi,andtheyremain
unpublishedandinaccessible.Blench(2004)includesexamples
from Alege.Althoughfairlycomprehensive(comparedtoprevious
studies),thedataprovidedwerehoweverlimitedtofew words
gatheredfrommultiplesecondarysources.

Otronyi,Ajaegbu,Muniru,andNweke(2015)conducteda
sociolinguisticssurveyonAlege,UkpeandUbang.Themaingoalof
thesurveywastofindoutthepossibilityofwidespreadbilingualism
inAlege,Ukpe,UbangandBetteamongspeakersofAlege,Ukpeand
Ubang and to determine the mostsuitable language(s)each
languagegroupunderstandsandacceptsasthebestforastandard
writtenform thatwouldserveallgroups.Furthermore,thesurvey
soughttofindoutifcomprehensionofAlege,UkpeandUbangis
acquiredorinherent.Thesurveyteam interviewedindividualsand
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184

groups,gatheredwordsforcalculatinglexicalsimilarityandasked
themabouttheirpotentialsupportofalanguageproject.Theirreport
showedthatAlegeiscloselyrelatedtoUkpewithwhichitshares
60%lexicalsimilarityandUbangwithwhichitshares53%lexical
similarity.Asaresultofthisrelationship,thereissomeform of
mutualintelligibility(toavaryingdegree)amongadultspeakersbut
seldom children.This is likely due to the factthatthese
communitieshavehadalonghistoryofsocialcontactthrough
intermarriages,tradingandschooling.

ThispresentstudybuildsonsomeofthefindingsofOtronyi
etal.(2015)withtheviewofaccessingthedifferentdomainsof
languageuseintheAlegecommunitytoascertainthetype(s)of
communitylanguageproject(s)thatwouldhavesustainedimpactin
theabsenceofinstitutionalandgovernmentsupport.

3. Researchquestions
AlthoughAlegeisratedontheExpandedGradedIntergenerational
DisruptionScale(EGIDS)aslevel6a,thatis,havingsustainable
orality,thegrowingconcernofthevulnerabilityofendangermentof
smallundescribedandundocumentedlanguageshaspromptedthe
speakersofAlegetoseeknecessarycollaborationandassistancein
documentingthelanguage.Thisstudywasthereforeconductedto
addressthefollowingquestions:

a.Whatarethedomainsoflanguageuse?

b.Whatarethefactorsthataffectthecontinuedsustenanceof
theAlegelanguageinthesedomains?

Basedonthefindingswithreferencetothesestatedquestions,we
wouldbeabletomakeaninformedrecommendationonthetypesof
languagedevelopmentproject(s)toinitiate.
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To answerthese research questions,the surveymethod was
employed.

4. Methodology
In ordertogatherdata forthisstudy,threedifferentsurvey
instrumentswereemployed:interview,questionnaireandparticipant
observation.Groupandindividualinterviewswereconductedin
differentsectionsofthecommunity.Participantobservation of
various communicative events was employed.Three different
structured questionnaires were administered – village profile,
householdandschoolbasedquestionnaires1.Thequestionnaires
werethemostproductiveinprovidingtheinformationneeded.The
informationgatheredfromthestudyareanalysedandpresentedina
descriptivemethodforeasyaccessandunderstanding(especiallyfor
thespeechcommunity)inthefollowingsections.

5.1 Thesociolinguisticsetting
Thissectionexploresfivedomainsoflanguageusewithinthe
community.AlthoughourfocusisontheuseofAlegelanguage,the
studywillalsohighlighttherolesofotherlanguagecodeswhere
theyapply.
5.1.1 Educationalsetting
Early missionaries brought education to the Alege-speaking
communityin theearlyfifties.Through theirefforts,thefirst
communityprimaryschool–StAnthony’sPrimarySchoolAlege,was
establishedin1957(seefigures1and2below).Thisschool,which
islocatedinAmukwong-Alege,servedchildrenfrom otherAlege

1
ThesequestionnaireswerederivedfromObikudoetal(2015)andpreparedby

BruceConnell.
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186

clansformanyyears.Presently,therearesevenprimaryschoolsand
threesecondaryschoolsinthecommunity–allownedbytheCross
Riverstategovernment.Inaddition,therearethreeprivatelyowned
nurseryschoolsinthecommunity.Therearenotertiaryinstitutions.
ThetertiaryinstitutionclosesttothecommunityistheCollegeof
EducationlocatedatObudu(withintheBetteclan).

Fromthesurvey,itwasdiscoveredthattheEnglishlanguage
isthemedium ofinstructionatalllevelsofeducation.However,in
thefirsttwoyearsofprimaryeducation,Alege(wheretheteacher
speaksAlege)andNigerianPidginEnglish(wheretheteacherdoes
notspeakAlege)areusedtoreinforcewhathasbeentaughtin
English.Beyondthislevel,studentsareprohibitedfrom speaking
‘vernacular’inschool;vernacularherereferstobothAlegeand
PidginEnglish.Althoughthereisanationalpolicyoneducationthat
supportstheuseofthemothertongueinprimaryandsecondary
schooleducation,thelackofteachersandtheunavailabilityof
literacymaterialsinthelanguagehavemadethepolicydifficultto
implement.The lack ofproperfunding ofeducation by the
governmentadverselyaffectsthe qualityofeducation in this
community.

Foraruralcommunity,thegeneralliteracylevelintheAlege
communitycanberatedasaverage.Accordingtodatagathered
duringthesurvey,over90%oftheindigenesofthecommunityhave
completedprimaryeducationandover55%haveattainedsecondary
education.Afarlessernumber,mostlymadeupofindividualsbelow
45years,haveacquiredtertiaryeducationoutsidethecommunity.
Regardlessoftheseestimates,therateofgirl-childeducation
remainsverylowasmostfamiliesgiveprioritytoeducatingtheir
malechildren.
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Fig.1.FirsteducationalinstitutioninAlege
Fig.2.St.Anthony’sprimaryschool,Alege(withfirstauthorinthe
picture)

5.1.2 Vocationalsetting
TheAlegecommunityislocatedwithintherichtropicalrainforestof
Nigeria.WithrainfallfromMarchtoNovemberandtheavailabilityof
extensiveandfertilesoil,Alegeistypicallyanagrariansociety.Over
90%ofthepeoplelivinginthiscommunityareoccupationalfarmers.

Thevocationisdominatedbymen;justahandfulofwomen
participateinfarming.Althoughfarminginthiscommunityisfar
from beingmechanized,farmersstillmakegoodmoneyfrom cash
cropssuchascocoa,yam,cassava,maize,oilpalm,banana,and
kolanut.Thevillagersalsoengageinfishfarmingandpoultry.Cocoa
ismostlysoldtoindependentcollectorswhoexportthem whileall
otheragriculturalcommodities are sold atthe localmarket.
ParticipantobservationrevealsthatAlegelanguageispredominantly
usedonthefarm.However,incaseswherenon-Alegespeakershave
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dealingswiththefarmers,PidginEnglishorEnglishisused.Ifthe
person is from Obudu,then Bette is used as the code for
communication.

SomemembersoftheAlegespeechcommunityaretraders
whoplytheirtradewithinthecommunityorintheneighbouring
Obudulocalgovernmentheadquarters.Thetradersinthecommunity
arepredominantlywomenwhoaremostlyinvolvedintheprocessing
andsalesoffarm produce.Themajormarketsinthisareaarethe
AlegemarketandtheObudumainmarket.Thesemarketsattract
peoplefrom Mbube,Ogoja,Bokyi,andBekwarracommunitiesin
CrossRiverstate,TivcommunitiesinBenuestateandevenIgbo
tradersfromEbonyistate.

SurveyreportsshowthatwithintheAlegemarket,business
ismostlyconductedinAlegelanguageandfewinstancesofother
neighbouringlanguageslikeBette,UtugwangandUbang.Insome
cases,wefoundthatPidginEnglishisalsousedwhenoneofthe
partiesinvolvedisnotfrom withinneigbouringcommunities.In
Obuduhowever,thesemarketwomenpredominantlyspeakBette
andPidginEnglish.RevAkporji(personalcommunication)notesthat
whilethecommunityhasthepotentialofbeingoneofthefood
producersforthenation,lackofsupportfrom thegovernmentas
wellaspoorsocialamenitiesthatsupportfarmingsuchasmotorable
roads,accesstocleanwaterandelectricpowerhaslimitedthe
agriculturalcapacityofthecommunity.

Apartfromfarmingandtrading,someAlegepeoplearecivil
servantsworking in governmentagenciesand asteachersin
governmentownedschools.Itisworthyofnotethateventraders
andcivilservantsowntheirownfarms.
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5.1.3 Homesetting
TheAlegepeoplehaveastrongloyaltytowardstheirlanguage.
Basically,Alegelanguageisthesolemedium ofcommunicationin
mosthomesinthecommunity.Alegehasaninterestingdefacto
familylanguagepolicy.TheAlegepeopleintermarryeitherfrom
withinthecommunityorfromneighbouringcommunitieslikeUbang,
Bette,UtugwangandUkpe.Peoplefrom theserelatedlinguistic
backgroundseasilylearn theAlegelanguage.Thusalmostall
activitiesinthehomearecarriedoutusingAlegeasthecodeof
communication.Childreninthehomewhoareyettocomeofschool
agearemostlymonolingualsinAlege.

Therearealsocasesofhomeswhereoneparentisfroman
unrelatedlinguisticbackground.Inallsuchinstancesthatwefound,
thewomanwasfromadifferentlinguisticbackgroundandthePidgin
Englishlanguagewaspredominantlyusedwithinthehome.Less
frequentthanPidgin,Alegewasalsospoken.Thefrequencyofthe
useofAlegeinsuchhomesdependsonthenumberofyearsthe
womanhasspentinthemarriageandherabilitytolearnthe
language.Childrenfrom thesehomesaremostlybilingualinAlege
andPidginEnglish.Insomecases,somechildrenwerereportedto
beabletospeakAlege,PidginEnglishandtheirmother’slanguage.

5.1.4 Communalsetting
ThesolemediumofcommunicationwithinthecommunityisAlege.
Duringourstudy,welearntthatspeakinganyotherlanguagewithin
thecommunityshowsthatoneorbothspeakersinvolvedinthe
conversationarestrangers.Inseveralcommunitygatheringslikethe
villagemeetings,allthedeliberationsaredoneinAlege,exceptin
caseswheretheyhaveaguestintheirmidst.Shouldsuchan
occasionarise,partofthedeliberationsmaybeheldinEnglishoran
interpreterwillcommunicatetheproceedingsofthemeetingtothe
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guest.Thiswaswellobservedduringseveralmeetingswiththe
communityleadersandelders.

Culturally,Alegehasalotofsocialactivitiesthattakeplace
atnight.Forinstance,everynight,childrengatherinsmallgroupsto
eitherplaygamesorlistentostories.Thesegamesandstoriesare
allpresentedinAlege.Festivalsarealsoanimportantaspectofthe
people’sculturalpractice.Inthepast,thereweredifferenttypesof
festivals,however,withtheadventofChristianity,onlytheNewYam
festivalknownasiruiififeinAlegeiscelebratedtilldateinthe
community.Thenew yam festival,which iscelebratedatthe
beginningoftheharvestseason,isaperiodofthanksgivingtoGod
forasuccessfulfarmingseason.Itisatimeofcelebrationand
feastinginthecommunity.Yamsarepreparedandeatenindifferent
ways-roastedyamwithpalmoil,boiledyamwithpalmoil,pounded
yam with different soups.Also,different kinds of cultural
entertainmentsuch as dances and masquerade displays are
providedduringthisfestival.Everyaspectofthenewyamfestivalis
conductedinAlege.

Mostpeople in the communitymarryfrom within the
communityandduringsuchmarriageceremonies,thelanguageof
communicationisAlege.Manyothersalsomarryfromneighbouring
communitieslikeUtugwang,Ukpe,UbangandBette.Suchoccasions
usuallyfeatureamixofbothAlege– whichtosomeextentis
intelligibletoUtugwang,UkpeandUbangspeakers– andPidgin
English.Intheinstancewherethemarriageisbetweensomeone
from acompletelydifferentlinguisticbackground,theceremonyis
conductedinAlegeandEnglishandinsomecases,aspokesperson
whoactsasatranslatorisprovidedfortheguests.

Forothercommunityceremoniesandritualssuchasburials,naming
ceremonies,etc.,thelanguageusedinsucheventsisAlege.
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5.1.5 Religioussetting
Religionoccupiesacentralpositionandaswellplaysaveryintegral
roleinthelifeoftheAlegepeople.TheBibleproject,whichisthe
veryfirstlanguagedevelopmentprojectinthecommunity,isan
affirmationoftheplaceofreligioninthelifeofthepeople.Likemost
Africancommunities,inthepasttheAlegepeoplewereadherentsof
theAfricanTraditionalReligion(ATR)whoworshippedthedeityerim.
However,evangelicalworksbyearlymissionariessawmajorityof
thepeopleconverttoChristianity.Otronyietal(2015)revealthat
mostoftheChristiandenominationsintheAlege,UkpeandUbang
areatodaystartedworkingintheearly1950s.

TherearesixChristiandenominationsinthecommunity;the
AssembliesofGodChurch,CatholicChurch,ChurchofChristof
Nigeria,PresbyterianChurch,DeeperLifeBibleChurch,andthe
Lord’sChosenChurch.Presently,therearetwentychurchesinAlege.
MajorityoftheAlegepeopleprofesstheChristianfaithwhilevery
fewmembersofthesocietyremainadherentsoftraditionalworship.
Although majorityofpeoplein thiscommunityareChristians,
traditionalbeliefsandculturalpracticessuchasbirth,deathand
marriageritesarestillinpracticeevenamongChristians.

MostAlegeChristiansattendchurchservicesatleastoncein
aweek(onSunday).Themedium ofcommunicationisAlegeand
English.Duringchurchactivities,thepastor/priest(ortheleaderof
thecongregation)preachesinEnglish,whilethechurchinterpreter
translatestoAlege.Literatemembersofthiscommunityalsoown
andmakeuseoftheBetteBiblefortheirpersonalstudy.Inthecase
oftraditionalworship,theAlegelanguageisexclusivelyemployed.

5.2 Factorsaffectingsustainability
Whilecurrently,onecanrightlyarguethattheAlegelanguageis
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192

healthy,thefactorsexploredinthissectioncapturesomeindicators
thatpointtothefactthatsuchlanguagevitalitymightnotbe
sustainedinthefuture.
5.2.1 Socioeconomicfactors
One major socioeconomic challenge in this community is
unemployment.InAlegeisaruralcommunityandapartfrom the
schoolsandaprimaryhealthcarecentre,therearenocommercial
centres.Asaresult,agricultureaccountsformorethan90%ofjobs
withinthecommunity.Thelackofmechanisedsupportforfarming
andthepoorproductivityassociatedwithsuchsmallscalefarming
aresomeofthefactorsthatpromoteanegativeattitudeamongthe
youths towards agriculture. With the consequent rise in
unemployment(especiallyyouthunemployment)sixtyfivetoseventy
percentoftheyouthpopulationmigratetoothercitiesseeking
employmentanda‘better’meansoflivelihood.

These migrantssettle into theirnew communitiesand
almostneverreturntoAlege.Thistrendhasresultedinthegradual
butsteadydeclinein theyouth population in thecommunity.
Agriculturalinvestmentsinthisareawouldgoalongwayinshaping
the socio-economic destiny ofthe region while creating job
opportunitiesfortheteemingyouths.Thequalityofeducationin
Alegeisquitereflectiveofthepoorstandardofeducationinrural
Nigeria.Giventhatqualityeducationkeytogaininggoodemployment,
manyparentssendtheirchildrentoothertownsevenattheprimary
level.Themassmigrationofyoungpeopleinsearchforbetter
educationinotherurbanareasisfurtherworsenedbythefactthat
therearenotertiaryinstitutionsinthearea.Asmostindividuals
leavethecommunityaschildrenenrolledintoprimaryschoolsin
urbancentreswheretheAlegelanguageisnotspoken,theyprogress
tosecondaryschool,andthentotertiaryinstitution.Aftertheir
education,theygainjobsinthesecitiesandseldom returntothe
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village.Thistrendhasbeenaseriousthreattotheintergenerational
transmissionofthelanguage.Mostindividualsinsuchsituations
lose their language,since they did notactually attain full
competencebeforeleavingthecommunitytoothercommunities
whereadifferentlanguageisspoken.Thelossofcontactwithone’s
speech community at an early age is a major source of
endangermentforthislanguage.

5.2.2 DemographicFactors
Theunavailabilityofareliableofficialcensusdatamakesitdifficult
to provide accurate information aboutthe population ofthe
community.SeveralvisitstothePopulationCensusofficebothatthe
ObuduLocalGovernmentOfficeandtheStatePopulationofficein
Calabarrevealthatthe2006populationcensusfigureforAlegewas
basedona2.8% growthrateestimationofthe1991population
censusfigure.

Thisestimationhoweverdidnotfactorinseveralpopulation
dynamicssuchasdeathrateandmigration.Duringthecourseofour
interview,twodifferentconsultantswereaskedaboutthepopulation
ofthecommunity.Whileonepeggedthenumberatoverseven
thousand,theothersuggestedthattheyareovertenthousand.
These results are howevernotreliable as they are atbest
speculative.AccordingtoEthnologue,Alegelanguagehasover
16,300speakers.Findingsfrompersonalobservationshowthatthis
figuredoesnotreallyrepresenttherealityon ground asthe
populationisfarlessthantheestimatedpopulationof16,300.
Speakingonthecriticalfactorthatimpactthedemographyofthe
community,OchuiJosephnotesthatover60-70%ofyoungpeople
constantlymigratefrom thecommunitytootherurbancentresdue
tosocioeconomicreasons–mainlyeducationandjob.Whenthese
individualsleave,theyscarcelyreturntothecommunity.
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Severalscholars(BickelandNichols2003,JanWohlgemuth
2010)havearguedthatthesmallsizeofaspeechcommunitydoes
notnecessarilymeanthelanguageisendangered,especiallywhere
suchaspeechcommunitydemonstratesstronglanguageloyalty.
However,thereisageneralagreementthatthesizeofaspeech
communitycansometimesbeadisadvantageespeciallyinan
environmentwherethereisanexistenceofamoredominant,
economicallyviablelanguage.Insuchanenvironment,wesee
speakersofthelessdominantlanguagebecomingbilingualsandat
somepointdowntheline,switchingtotallytothemoredominant
languagewhilegivinguptheiraboriginallanguage.Thedominance
ofHausaespeciallyinnorth-easternNigeriaisatypicalexample
(Usman,2014).Littlewonderoneoftheninecriteriausedtojudge
thevitalityorotherwiseofalanguageincludesabsolutenumberof
speakers(UNESCO,2003).

InthecaseofAlege,aschildrenbegintogrow andhave
interactionwithpeopleoutsidetheirspeechcommunity,theybegin
tolearnBette-amoredominantlanguageoftheObudupeople.
Thoughatthispoint,thereareindicatorsthatshowthattheAlege
people stillpossessstrongloyaltyto theirlanguage thathas
sustainedahealthyintergenerationaltransfer.However,astheBette
languagecontinuestogainmoresocioeconomicprominenceand
moreandmoreAlegespeakerscontinuetospeakitevenasthe
generalpopulationofthecommunitycontinuestoshrink,thereisthe
tendencythatatsomepoint,atotalshiftmaytakeplace.Whilenot
somuchcanbedoneonthepartofthecommunitytodiscouragethe
trendofmigration,developingresourcesinthelanguageisaviable
optiontowardspromotingthereadingandwritingofthelanguage
evenbeyondthecommunity.

5.2.3 LackofInstitutionalSupport
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In1977,theNationalPolicyonEducationwaspromulgatedwhich
waslaterrevisedin1981,1998and2004.Thepolicy,whichisthe
onlylanguagepolicydocument,assigned differentfunctionsto
Nigerianlanguagesinthenation’seducationatvariouslevels.It
statesthateverychildshalllearnandbetaughtinthelanguageof
theimmediateenvironmentinthefirstthreeyearsofprimary
educationwhileEnglishlanguageshallbetaughtasaschoolsubject.
Also,intheinterestofnationalunityinNigeria,everychildshallbe
requiredtolearnoneofthethreemajorlanguages-Hausa,Igbo,or
Yoruba.SpecificallytheprovisionoftheNPE(2004),Section4,
Paragraph19(e)and(f)statesthat;

Themediumofinstructionintheprimaryschoolshallbethe
languageoftheenvironmentforthefirstthreeyears.During
thisperiod,Englishshallbetaughtasasubject.From the
fourthyear,Englishshallprogressivelybeusedasamedium
ofinstructionandthelanguageofimmediateenvironment
andFrenchshallbetaughtassubjects.

Forthepolicytobeimplemented,thegovernmentmustfirstprovide
thenecessaryincentives(suchastrainedlanguageteachersand
literacy materials in the language) thatwillencourage the
developmentofAlege,toalevelwhereitissuitabletobeusedasa
mediumofinstructionineducation.ForalanguagelikeAlegetobe
taughtasasubject,alotofefforts,resourcesandmanpowerare
requiredtodevelopdifferentlanguageresourcesthatareneededto
teachthelanguage.Inadditiontodevelopingteachingmaterialsin
thelanguage,thegovernmentwouldneedtoemploylanguage
teachers.Intheabsenceoftheseprerequisitegovernmentalefforts,
itbecomesquiteimpossibleforacommunitylikeAlegetoinitiate
andsustainanylanguagedevelopmentinitiativethatwillhelp
promotethelanguage.Althoughsomecommunitygroupsinthe
country(forexampleOgojalanguagecommitteeandCentrefor
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Urhobolanguagestudies)havebeenknowntoinitiateandfundsuch
efforts,atthistime,thepeopleofAlegecommunityconsidersuch
toofinanciallydemandingtobearandwouldratherseekforamore
affordablealternativelikeaBibletranslationprojectwhichinmost
casesisdoneinpartnershipwithexternalbodiesthatprovidethe
necessaryinstitutionalsupport.

5. Conclusion
Findingsfrom thisstudyhighlighthow Alegeissustainedorally
throughfivedifferentdomainsofusewithinthecommunity.Inthe
educationaldomain,Alegeperformsverylimitedfunctiononlyasa
meansofreinforcingwhathasbeentaughtinEnglishwithinthefirst
twoyearsofprimaryeducation.Inotherlevelsofeducation,itisout
rightlyprohibitedasavernacular.Foreconomicactivitieswithinthe
community,findingsshow thatAlegelanguageispredominantly
used.

However,incaseswherenon-Alegespeakershavedealings
withthefarmers,PidginEnglishorEnglishisused.Onevery
interestingfeatureoftheAlegecommunityisthestrongrolethatthe
languageplaysinthehomefront.Basically,Alegehasaninteresting
de facto family language policy,where the sole medium of
communicationinmosthomesisAlege.Thispracticehasbeenthe
mainsustenancefortheintergenerationaltransferofthelanguage
throughtheyears.Itisperceivedthatforonetofitintothe
communitywheremostcommunalactivities-moonlightplays,
festivals,birth,deathandmarriageceremonies–areconductedin
Alege,hemustbeabletousethelanguagetocommunicate
effectively.

This study also shows how some socioeconomic,
demographicandinstitutionalfactorsarenegativelyimpactingthe
language.Thecontinuedmigrationofyoungpeopleinsearchof
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qualityeducation,betterjobsandhigherstandardsoflivingis
presentlyaffectingtheoverallsustenanceofthelanguage.Fora
languagethatisonlytransmittedorally,acontinuedreductionofthe
absolutenumberofspeakerscoupledwiththeincreasinginfluence
from a dominantlanguage like Bette would likelydisruptits
intergenerationaltransfer,thusendangeringthelanguage.

7.Recommendations
Havingaccessedthedomainsoflanguageuseandthevarious
factorsaffectingthecontinuedsustenanceoftheAlegelanguagein
thesedomains,itisimperativetosuggestwaystoproactivelyuplift
thelanguagefrom itscurrentstatusofsustainableoralityto
sustainableliteracy.Toachievethis,weproposethefollowing
activities.

i. Developmentofastandardorthography
Oneofthefirststepsincodifyinganunwrittenlanguageisdevisinga
writingsystem.Suchorthographywhenacceptedandstandardised
willaidotherlanguagedevelopmentefforts.Sofar,throughthe
effortsoftheAlegelanguagecommunityandotherpartnering
stakeholders,a pilotorthographyhas been developed forthe
languageandseveraleffortsarebeingmadetoimproveitfor
optimaluse.Inlinewiththesesignificantdevelopments,itisalso
importanttoofficiallyregistertheacceptedorthographywiththe
NigerianEducationalResearchandDevelopmentCouncil(NERDC)
andthereafterpublishit.Thiswillgivecredencetotheorthography
astheacceptable,standardwayofwritingthelanguageandalso
createtheneededawarenessoftheavailabilityofanexisting
orthographyforthelanguage.

ii. Developinglanguageresources
Materialsthatwillaidteachingandreadinginthelanguageisvery
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essentialinthedevelopmentoftheAlegelanguage.Currently,the
communityinpartnershipwiththeLukeInitiativeforScripture
TranslationaretranslatingtheBibleintoAlege.Whilethisisvery
commendable,itisimportantforthecommunitytoseekfurther
partnershiptodevelopfundamentalliteracymaterialslikeprimers,
basicreaders,collectionsofstoriesandotherspecialisedlanguage
resourceslikeusegrammarsanddictionaries.Thesematerialswill
aidtheuseofthelanguagebothintheeducationalsettingandother
informaldomainslikethehome.Inadditiontodevelopingthese
resources,the language committee can also organise training
workshopstotrainpeopleonhowtoreadandwriteinthelanguage.

iii. Documentation
InternationalorganizationslikeUNESCOandtheEuropeanUnion
activelyworkingtosavelanguagesagreethatoneofthestepsthat
can be taken in orderto stabilize a language is language
documentation.ThereforeitisadvisablethattheAlegepeoplebegin
nowtoseekmeansofpreservingtheirlanguagebyrecording(audio
andvideo)andarchivingaspectsoftheiroraltraditionssuchas
stories,songs,festivals,uniqueculturalpractices,etc.Throughthese
archives,thestoredresourcesofthelanguagecanbeaccessedby
futuregenerationofspeakersorthoseinterestedinthelanguage.

iv. Advocacy
The Alege language committee should become proactive in
advocatingfortheimplementationofgovernmentpoliciesthatwill
encouragetheuseofthelanguage.Forinstance,theeducational
languagepolicyalreadymakesprovision fortheuseofAlege
languageasamedium ofinstructionatcertainstagesofprimary
educationandasasubjectatthelaterstageofprimaryandpost
primarylevels.Thecommunitycanthereforeadvocateforthe
implementationofthispolicybyadvocatingforthetrainingand
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employmentofAlegelanguageteacherandthedevelopmentofa
governmentapprovedcurriculumfortheteachingofthelanguage.
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