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EtuloVerbsofConsumption

AdaobiNgoziOkoye

Abstract
ThisstudyexaminestheverbsofconsumptionintheEtulolanguage.
Verbsofconsumptionarethoseverbsthatgiveanideaaboutthe
ingestionofsubstancesintothebody.Thestudyseekstoidentifythe
Etuloverbsthatareusedinshowingsubstanceintakeandalso
ascertainco-occurrencerestrictionsbetweentheverbsandthe
objects.Data forthisstudywere collected from Etulo native
speakersinAdi,BurukuLocalGovernmentAreaofBenueState
Nigeria.Followingfrom adescriptiveanalysisofthecollecteddata,
the study reveals thatin the Etulo language,the substance
consumedandthemannerofconsumptionareconsideredintheco-
occurrence ofthe verbs with theirobjectcomplements.The
consumerisnotusuallyconsideredinmostoftheconsumption
expressionsinthelanguage.Thestudyconcludesthatco-occurrence
restrictionexistsamongEtuloverbsofconsumption.

Introduction
Theactofeatinganddrinkingappliestoallhumanraceshence
suggestingauniversalityofthephenomenon. However,obvious
variationsexistintheconceptualizationoftheeventsofeatingand
drinkingbyspecificlanguages.Forinstance,Rice(2009)notesthat
verbsofconsumptioninAthapaskanlanguagesfocusontheobject
consumedaswellasthemannerofconsumptionwithnosignificant
focusontheconsumerorthebenefitsassociatedwiththeact
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consumption.Ontheotherhand,somelanguagesviewconsumption
asthesamehencetheuseofonewordtodenotetheactofeating
anddrinking(Aikhenvald2009,Wierzbicka2009).Inadditionto
thesevariationsthatexistamonglanguages,extantstudieshave
confirmed meaning extension forthese verbs ofconsumption
(Newman 1997,2009,Agyepong,AmfoandOsam 2017).The
presentstudyaddstoexistingstudiesonverbsofconsumptionby
exploringthesemanticsofthisverbclassinEtulo,anIdomoid
languagespokeninBenuestate,Nigeria.Thestudyseekstoaccount
fortheco-occurrencerestrictionsthatexistamongtheverbandtheir
objectcomplement.Thestudywilldemonstrateusingdatafromthe
languagethatboththesubstanceconsumedandthemannerof
consumptiondeterminetheverbsthatoccurinEtuloconsumption
expressions.

EtulobelongstotheIdomoidgroupoftheWestBenueCongo
ofNigerCongogroupoflanguages.(Gordon2005). Etulorefers
simultaneouslytoboththelanguageandtheethnicgroup.TheEtulo
arefoundinBenueandTarabaStates,Nigeria.TheEtulospeakersin
BenuearefoundinAdi,BurukuLocalGovernmentAreaandpartsof
Kastina-Ala,KastinaAlaLocalGovernmentArea.TheEtulospeakers
foundinAdihavebeenusedasinformants.VerbsclassifiedasEtulo
verbsofconsumptioninthisstudyincludethoseverbsthatreferto
theintakeofsubstancesinthelanguage.

Thepaperisorganizedasfollows:section2reviewssome
worksdoneonverbsofeatinganddrinkinginotherlanguages.In
Section3,theEtuloverbsofconsumptionarediscussedwhile
section4formstheconclusionofthestudy.Thenextsectiongoes
intothereviewofsomeworksonverbsofconsumption.

LiteratureReview
In a studyofEnglish verbsofconsumption,Newman (1997)
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observesaconvergencebetweeneatinganddrinking.Accordingto
Newman,bothactsinvolvetheintake,swallowinganddigestionof
substancewhichnourishesthebody.Nevertheless,thetwodiverge
withregardtothefactthatfoodismasticatedandundergoesa
changeinform from thetimeofintaketoentryintothestomach
whereasliquidisnotmasticatedanddoesnotundergosuchchange
inform.Newman(1997)furtherestablishesmetaphoricalextension
ofeatinganddrinkingtosuchdomainsasinhaling,emotionaland
intellectualnourishment,acceptingideasetc.

Buildingonhisearlierstudy,Newman(2009)whichprovides
acomprehensivevolumeonconsumptionacrosscultures,explores
eatinganddrinkingfromacross-linguisticperspectiveandsuggests
thattheverbseatanddrinkhaveacentralmeaningthatrelateto
theintakeoffoodandbeveragesintothemouthanddigestivetract.
Theauthoralsonotesthattheeventofeatinganddrinkinginvolve
movement,pleasurable experiencesand also “representstrong
experientialmodelsofsensualsatisfaction”(Newman2009:2).

NewmanandAlberra(2009)inastudyoftheverbsbel-‘eat’
andt’et-‘drink’inAmharicclaimthatculturalinfluenceontheactof
eatinganddrinkingaffecttheuseoftheverbswithinthelargersocio
-culturaldomain.Accordingtheauthors,theeventsofeatingand
drinkingaffecttheagentsoftheverbs.Theauthorsfurtheraccounts
forthefigurativeextensionsofbel-‘eat’andt’et-‘drink’andsuggest
three categorization forthe extensionsnamely:internalization,
destructionandaffectedagent.BurenhultandKrupe(2016)explore
ingestionverbsintheAslianlanguageswiththeaim ofdelimiting
thesemanticcategoriesoftheingestionverbsinthelanguages.The
studydiscoverstwosemantictypesfortheAslianlanguages.The
typeonelanguagesaccordingtotheauthorsdonothaveageneric
‘eat’verbratherthereexistabasicsystem ofthreeorfoureating
verbswhich specificallyfocuson thetypeofitem consumed.
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RepresentativeofthistypeincludeJahaiandSemaqBerilanguages.
ForthetypetwolanguagesrepresentedbyMahmeri,Semelai,Jah
hutlanguagesamongothers,thereareagenericverbforeatingor
ingestingsolidfood.
Withregardtotheverbsofdrinking,BurenhultandKrupesuggest
thattheverbsencodemannerintermsofbodilyposturewhichmay
includetheverb‘gakgεk’todrinkwiththeheadtiltedbackor‘dәbok’
drinkwithonesmouthoverthebottle.Thestudyalsoobserves
ingestionverbsspecifictoinfantandrevealevidenceofmeaning
extensionoftheeatverbtootherdomains.

Agyepong,AmfoandOsam(2017)discusstwoconsumption
verbsdí ‘toeat’andnó ḿ ‘todrink’inAkanlanguageand
arguethatinadditiontotheirliteralmeanings,thattheverbshave
somemetaphoricalextension.Theauthorscapturethemetaphorical
extensionsrelatedtotheinternalizationofthetwoverbsinAkanin
termsofgainingpossession,absorption,inhalingandemotionaland
sensualinternalization.Agyepong,AmfoandOsam (2017)further
submitthatphysical/psychologicaldestructionaswellasmaterial
andtimewasteisdepictedwithintheextensionbasedonpatient-
orienteddestruction.

From thereview,itbecomesapparentthatthebasicand
extendedmeaningsofverbspertainingtoconsumptionhavebeen
studiedindifferentlanguagesbutnotinEtulo.Theseearlierstudies
which involve divergent languages converge based on their
recognition ofconsumption asacommon human activity.The
presentstudythereforecontributestocross-linguisticfindingson
thisverbclassbyaddingdatafromEtulolanguage.

EtuloVerbsofConsumption/Ingestion
Theverbsunderthisgrouparethosethatprovideanideaabout
substancesintroducedortakenintothebody.Thesesubstances
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couldbesolidorliquid.Verbsofconsumptioncompriseverbsof
eatingandverbsofdrinking.Thegenericverbdepictingconsumption
offooditemsinEtuloisgye‘eat’whiletheverbshowingthe
consumptionofliquidsiswa‘drink’asseeninexample1below.

1aO le gyē m̀ bwe
3SGPROGeat meat

Sheiseatingmeat.

b. È fu wā è nì ì bweefà
È fu drinkwatercuptwo

È fudranktwocupsofwater

In1a,theverbgye‘eat’collocateswithm̀ bwe‘meat’whichissolid
as its objectcomplementwhile 1b,has the verb wa ‘drink’
collocatingwithè nì ‘water’whichisliquid.M̀ bwe‘meat’in1a
representsacookedmeatwhilein1b,theverbverbwa‘drink’with
è nì ‘water’whichisliquidinform.From thedataavailableto
thisstudy,thoughtheverbwa‘drink’co-occurswith+liquid,thereare
specificverbsthatshowhowtheliquidisconsumed.Considerthe
instancesin2a-f:

2a.À fè kpanɛtasā ɔ̀ dɔ̀ ǹ gì onyì
Afe lick platesoupofone
Afelickedaplateofsoup

b.ò nwè nê lè ǹ ga è nì à bê
babyDETPROGsuckwaterbreast
Thisbabyissuckingbreastmilk.
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c.* Inju lè kpanɛ ò lù mu
InjuPROGlickorange
Injuislickingorange

d.Inju lè wa ò lù mu
InjuPROGdrinkorange
Injuisdrinkingorange

e.È fu lè wa otse
Efu PROG drink medicine
Efuisonmedication.

f.O mbè ò tse ǹ gì è nè
3SGswallow medicineoffour

Heswallowedfourcapsules

From2aandb,itisobservedthattherearedifferentverbsoccurring
withthe+liquidobjectnouns.In2a,theverbkpanɛ‘lick’depictsa
situationwhereone’sfingersareusedinconsumingtheliquid
content.However,in 2b,the verb ǹ ga ‘suck’co-occurswith
è nì à bê ‘breastmilk’becausetheliquidisconsumedby
extractionthroughtheexertionofsuction.2bsuggeststhatthe
mannerofconsumptionnecessitatedtheselectionoftheverbǹ ga,
nottheobjectNP.ThisisbecauseinEtulootherliquidsubstances
thatareenclosedwithinsomekindofcontainersarerendered
ungrammaticalinco-occurrencewithǹ ga‘suck’orkpanɛ‘lick’as
exemplifiedin2c.Intheinstancein2e,themedicinetakenissyrup
while2frepresentsacasewherethemedicineisacapsulehence
theuseofmbè ‘swallow’.

Withregardtotheverbsofeating,apartfrom theverbgye
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‘eat’,thestudyobservesthataspecificverbisusedwhenhard
substancessuchasnutsareconsumed.Theinabilitytousethisverb
alongsideanobjectcomplement(whichis+hard)representsa
display of non native–like competence and results in
ungrammaticality.Letusdemonstratewiththeinstancesin3a-c
below

3a*Anî lè gye nà kà
1SGPROGeatgroundnut
Iameatinggroundnut

b.*Efulè gyeì keve
Efu PROGeatcoconut
Efuiseatingcoconut.

c.* O lè gye akpukpû
3SGPROGeat bone
Heiseatingbone

4aAnibukū nà kà ì bweonyiī
1SGchew groundnutcupone
Iateonecupofgroundnut

b.Efubukū ì keve ǹ gì onyiī
Efuchew coconutof one
Efuateonecoconut.

c. Efu lè bukù akpukpû
Efu PROGchew bone
Efuischewingbone.

d. Inju lè la akpukpû à bâ
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Inju PROGbitebone teeth
Injuischewingbone.

Thesententialconstructsin3a-careungrammaticalbecausethe
objectNPsarehardinnaturehencetheyrequiremastication.4a-c
representsadisplayofnative-likecompetencebecausetheverb
bukū ‘chew’co-occurswithediblesthatare+solid.Theverbla
whichtranslatestoEnglish‘bite’in4dalsooccurswithhardedible
substances.Howeverla‘bite’obligatorilyoccurswithà bâ ‘teeth’
Apartfrom liquids,solidsandsemisolidsthatcanbeconsumed,
bothairandsmokecanalsobeingestedintothehumanbody.These
eventsarehowever,depictedwiththeverbsshownin5following.
5a.À fè wo ɛ̀ kwɔ̀ ò tawā ǹ gì è nè

À fè smokestickcigaretteoffour
Afesmokedfoursticksofcigarette

b.Ani lè mimī ē awoò tsì tsè
1SGPROG breatheairgood
Iambreathingfreshair.

From theverbsassociatedwithconsumptioninEtulo,itcanbe
inferredthatboththesubstanceconsumedandthemannerof
consumptionareconsideredintheco-occurrenceofverbswiththeir
objectNP.
Theverbwa‘drink’inEtuloappearstoshowevidenceofmeaning
extensionwhichthepresentstudyshallnotdelveinto.Theinstance
in6isacaseofsuchextension.
6.ì kpè se ne wà è nì

Land Detdrinkwater
Thelandabsorbedwater

Weshowintable1belowtheverbsidentifiedasEtuloConsumption
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verbs

TableofEtuloVerbsofConsumption/Ingestion
Verb MannerofConsumption Object(s)Consumed
gye Generic +Solid, semi-solid

(m̀ bwe ‘meat’,itsikapa
‘rice’ m̀ bweè nì
‘fish’

wa Generic +Liquid (è nì ‘water’,
è nì ade palmwine,
ò lù mu‘orange’

kpanε Ingestby licking with
finger

+Liquid(ↄ̀ dↄ̀ ‘soup’)

ǹ ga Ingestbysucking +Liquid (è nì à bê
breastmilk)

mbè Ingestbyswallowing +Solid (ò tse ‘tablet
medicine’)

nà kà Ingestaftermastication +Solid (nà kà
‘groundnut)

buku Ingestaftermastication +Solid(akpukpû ‘bone’,
ì kevecoconut)

la Ingestafterbiting Solid (akpukpû ‘bone’,
ì kevecoconut)

wo Ingestbyinhaling Gaseous (ò tawā
‘cigarette’)

mimiē Ingestbyinhaling awo‘air’

Table1abovecomprisethreeverbspertainingtoingestingliquids,
fiveverbsindicatingtheconsumptionofsolidandtwoverbsreferring
totheintakeofgas.Theverbsgye‘eat’andwa‘drink’showno
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particularpreferenceforthemannerofconsumptionhencethey
havebeencapturedasgenericverbsforeatinganddrinking.Thisis
furtherevidencedinthemeaningextensioninexample6above
wherewa‘drink’isextendedtotheabsorptionofwaterbyground.

Conclusion
This paperexplored some verbs pertaining to the intake of
substancesinEtulolanguage.Theverbsgye‘eat’andwa‘drink’
havebeenidentifiedasthegenericverbsforeatinganddrinkingin
Etulo.Theyaretermedsuchbecauseoftheirinclinationtotheobject
consumedratherthanthemannerofconsumption.Otherverbs
whichdepictingestionwithparticularattentiontothemannerand
objectofconsumptionhavealsobeenidentified.

Thestudyhasfurtherindicatedapossiblepointertomeaning
extensionwithregardtotheconsumptionverbsinthelanguage
whichfurtherresearchescandelveinto.Thestudyconcludesthatin
theEtulolanguage,thesubstanceconsumedandthemannerof
consumptionareconsideredintheco-occurrenceoftheverbswith
theirobjectcomplements.
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