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Xm[ 

Edemede nchqcha a lebara anya n’qnqdx egwu d[ ka otu n’ime xzq pxrx iche e si ezipxta 
ǹkàm ́mā d[ n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Ebumnuche edemede a bx ka e si na ya wee chetara xmxafq 
Igbo qrx egwu na-arx na ndx mmadx. Mmqnwx Ijele nwere egwu d[ iche iche e si na ha ezipxta 
nkamma, ma were ha na-egosi na qnqdx ya d[ elu na ndx nd[ Igbo. N’agbanyeghi ihe nd[ a e 
zipxtara n’elu ebe a, egwu nd[ ahx enwetabeghi qnqdx kwesiri ya n’edemede nchqcha. Q bx 
echiche d[ etu a ka mkpalite mmxq edemede a si pxta, ka e wee si na ya zipxta mkpa egwu d[ 
n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Q bx n’agxmagx qd[nala ka e mere nchqcha ma bxrx nke na-ezipxta 
isiokwu banyere n ̀kàm ́mā na qnqdx egwu nq na ndx nd[ Igbo nke si n’ihe a hxrx n’anya, n’ajxjx 
qnx, qbaakwxkwq na intaneti. Atxtx e ji wee txchaa edemede nchqcha a bx atxtx keimechiche 
nke na-ele qrxnka anya site n’etu o si agba ama ime echiche onye qrxnka ahx. A txchara xsa d[ 
iche iche e si n’xzq nd[ a nweta, nke e si na ha chqpxta na egwu nwere qnqdx pxrx iche 
n’etimmmqnwx Ijele, ma bxrx omenala e si na ya ezipxta qnqdx nd[ mmadx, qd[nala ha, 
nkwenye ha na nsirihxndx ha. Egwu mmqnwx Ijele nwere n ̀kàm ́mā atq gxnyere n ̀kàm ́mā kent[, 
keanya, na keqnx. Edemede nchqcha a ga-abara qhanaeze na onye qbxla nwere mmas[ na 
nkamma, egwu na mmqnwx Ijele uru. 
 
Abstract 

This study surveyed the position of music as one of the ways by which easthetic of Ijele 

masquerade performance is potrayed. The aim of this research is to remind the Igbo people of the 

importance of music in human life. The musical easthetics of Ijele masquerade performance 

shows how high esteemed it is held amongst the Igbo. However, irrespective of the position of 

music in the human life, the music of Ijele masquerade performance has not received meaningful 

scholarly attention. This study is provoked in order to bring to lime light the importance of music 

in Ijele masquerade performance. The area of the study is on the Oral Literature, hence it 

concerns itself on the easthetic and position of music in the life of Igbo using Ijele masquerade 

performance to bring the message home. The data used in the study are sourced from personal 

observation, oral interview, library and internet. ‘Pyschological Theory’ is adopted for analysis 

of the study because of its ability to unearth the the store house of unconscious mind. The 

findings in the study revealed that music occupies a place of honour in Ijele masquerade 

performance, it is a tradition that potray social rank of the people, their culture, belief and 

philosophy. The music of Ijele masquerade performance has three main easthestic such as ear, 

eye and mouth. The study will be of great value to the public, and any person interested in the 

study of easthestic, music and Ijele masquerade.          
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Ndubata 
Egwu bx otu n’ime qd[nala nd[ Igbo ji ebi ndx nke  na-abata qtxtx oge  na n’ogo d[ iche iche 
n’emume ha na-eme malite n’oge a mxrx mmadx wee ruo n’oge qnwx ya. Nd[ Igbo nwere egwu 
d[ iche iche ha ji ezipxta qd[nala etimmmqnwx ha. N’xzq pxrx iche egwu nwere qnqdx d[ elu 
n’etimmqnwx Ijele, nke e si na ha ezipxta nkamma keqnx, kent[ na keanya. Q bx qnqdx a egwu 
n’xd[ ya d[ iche iche nq n’etimxmmqnwx Ijele mere na e nweghi ike ikewapx ya iche n’emume 
qbxla a na-eme banyere ya. Q bx nke a mere na e nwere ike ikwu na egwu bx etimmmqnwx 
Ijele, etimmmqnwx Ijele bxrx egwu, maka na Ijele nwere usoro egwu d[ iche iche. A na-ezipxta 
xzq egwu anq e ji eti mmqnwx Ijele n’xzq nkamma atq gxnyere nkamma keqnx, kent[ na keanya. 
Nkamma keqnx na-apxta ihe n’xd[ egwu e ji qnx agx maqbx abx a na-abx n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. 
A na-ezipxta nkamma kent[ site xda ngwaegwu [gba na-akx mgbe a na-eti mmqnwx Ijele. Ebe 
nkamma keanya ka a na-ezipxta site n’ihe a hxrx n’anya n’egwu mmqnwx Ijele na nd[ mmadx 
na-agba oge a na-eti [gba ma na-agx egwu e ji eti mmqnwx Ijele.  
 
N’edemede nchqcha a a nq na ya wee zipxta n’egwu nwere qnqdx pxrx iche na ndx nd[ Igbo nke 
e si na ya ezipxta nkamma ya n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Q bx site n’ihe e kwuru n’qnx n’xd[ egwu 
maqbx abx, ihe a nxrx na nt[ na ihe a hxrx n’anya ka e si na ha ezipxta nkamma ahx pxtara ihe 
n’egwu mmqnwx Ijele. Q bx egwu qṅx Ijele kacha wee baa xba n’ime egwu e ji eti mmqnwx 
Ijele ma bxrx nke e si na ha ezipxta nkamma keqnx na kent[ n’xzq pxrx iche. Q bx egwu a na-
agx n’etimmmqnwx Ijele nyere ya ebube nke mere na mmadx na mmqnwx qzq hxrx Ijele na-
agba ya nkiri. N’agbanyeghi na nd[ Igbo na-ahxta mmqnwx Ijele d[ka nke emume qd[nala ya 
nwere egwu d[ iche iche metxtara ndx ha, egwu mmqnwx Ijele a bx onyinye si n’qdinala nd[ 
Qmabala wee gbasaa n’ala Igbo enwetabeghi ohere edemede nchqcha kwesiri ya. 
  
Edemede a ga-eme ka enwe mkpalite nke mmxq n’ebe xmxafq Igbo nq banyere egwu mmqnwx 
Ijele, ma mee ka ugwu na nsqpxrx a na-akwanyere Ijele n’oge gboo ghara [la n’ala Igbo. Q bx 
nke a mere na q d[ mkpa na e dere edemede nchqcha a ka qhanaeze wee matakwaa ya, ma si 
n’xzq d[ etu a na-akwalite qnqdx Ijele. Edemede nchqcha a ga-abara qhanaeze uru. Nd[ q ga-
abara xrx n’xzq pxrx iche bx xmxakwxkwq, n’ihi na q ga-abxrx ha ebe nlere anya ga-eme ka ha 
nwe mbawanye na mmxta. Edemede a ga-abara nd[ nkxzi na ngalaba na-amx nkamma, egwu na 
mmqnwx Ijele uru, n’ihi na q ga-eme ka anya ha mepee n’ihe banyere egwu mmqnwx Ijele. Q b 
x qnqdx d[ etu a ka ha ga-esi gosi mmas[ ha na ya ma gaa n’ihu kxziere ya xmxakwxkwq ha. Nd[ 
qzq edemede a ga-abara uru bx nd[ na-ede edemede nchqcha n’ nkamma, egwu na mmqnwx 
Ijele, maka na q ga-abxrx ha ebe mgbakwas[ xkwx n’edemede nchqcha ha. Edemede nchqcha a 
ga-emekwa ka onye qbxla nwere mmas[ na nkamma, egwu na mmqnwx Ijele gaa n’ihu ma were 
ha kpqrq ihe.  
 
Ntuleghar[ Agxmagx 
Atxtx keimechiche bx atxtx na-akqwa na nd[ qgxx na-esi n’ihe odee dere n’akwxkwq, qkachas[ 
n’agxmagx nka ya wee chqpxta xd[ mmadx odee ahx  bx nakwa etu o si eche echiche n’agxmagx 
nka ya. Agxmagx nka d[ ka xzq e si ahxta ndx na ihe na-eme na ndx, n’otu aka ahx na-ezipxta 
n’xzq pxrx iche ndx odee. A na-esi n’agwa odee na-ezipxtakar[, isiokwu  na-amas[kar[, ma nd[ q 
ji qṅx ezipxta ma nd[ oji ihu mgbarx ezipxta, wee mata etu odee ahx si eche echiche. Site n’[mata 
etu odee ahx si eche echiche q ga-eme ka qgxx nwe ike ikpebi na odee ahx nwere ike [bx onye d[ 
etu a maqbx nke qzq. Agxmagx nka n’xzq pxrx iche na-arx qrx d[ka nrq, n’ihi nke a odee na-esi 
n’agxmagx nka ya wee na-eme ka ihe nd[ ahx na-agx ya agxx ma bxrxkwa ihe o nweghi ike ime 
n’onwe pxta ihe oge q na-ede n’agxmagx nka ya. 
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N’xzq d[ etu a odee na-eme ka nd[ mmadx mata echiche obi ya banyere otu qnqdx maqbx 
isiokwu q na-ede edemede n’ihe banyere ya. Makana q bx xzq ihe abxq na-ach[ obi mmadx niile 
bx qṅx na agxx. Odee qbxla na-eji qṅx ezipxta ihe o nwere nke o si na ya enweta nkwanye ugwu 
na-egosi onye q bx, qkachas[ ihe q na-eche na o ji ya wee ka nd[ qzq mma. N’aka nke qzq a na-
achqpxta ihe na-agx odee qbxla agxx n’ebe q na-ede edemede nka ya iji zipxta na q chqrq ka 
qnqdx, eciche, mqabx isiokwu si otu xzq maqbx nke qzq wee d[. N’ihi nke a qbxrxgodu na ihe 
na-agx odee ahx agxx bx ihe obodo na-asq nsq, a b[a n’agxmagx nka odee etu a , q na-ezipxta 
agwa na-eme ihe ahx obodo na-asq iji si n’agwa ahx na-eme ka ibu arq o bu n’obi ya na-agba 
mfe. Qtxtx oge odee a na-ezipxta agwa d[ etu d[ka xzq ime ka qtxtx mmadx na-ahx omume agwa 
ahx na-eme d[ka xzq ha  ga-esi mxta agwa q na-akpa. N’xzq d[ etu a, odee a si n’izipxta agwa a 
wee na-ezipxta onwe ya n’ikpe qmxma d[r[ onye na-akpa xd[ agwa ahx. 
 
Atxtx keimechiche na-eleba anya mmas[ nd[ mmadx nwere n’isi n’xzq qzq wee chqpxta ihe. 
Dobie (2012:54) si na ajxjx niile a na-ajx mbq a na-agba iji chqpxta etu mmadx si eto, ebu ma d[ 
n’xd[ n’ozuzuoke. Atxtx keimechiche pxtara ihe site na mbq Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) gbara 
ime ka atxtu d[ iche iche na-eleba n’ime mmxq maqbx echiche mmadx gaa n’ihu chqpxta 
mmalite ya, nsogbu ya nakwa nch[kqta ya. Q bx mmxba atxtx keimechiche a ka nd[ na-akwado 
ya si chqpxta ihe mere mmadx ji eme etu o si eme. Q bx site n’atxtx a ka e si mee ka nd[ qgxx 
nwe nghqta d[ omimi banyere xfqdx echiche pxtara ihe a na-ahx oge niile n’agxmagx nka nd[ 
mba qd[danyanwx d[ka echiche banyere ezinaxlq, ikeqch[ch[, amamikpe, dgz. Q bxkwa n’atxtx a 
ka e si eme ka nkqwa agwa d[ n’agxmagx pxta ihe nke qma. Site n’atxtx a Sigmund Freud 
guzobere o mere ka a mata na qbxgh[ naan[ ihe odee chere maqbx kwuo ka a ga-achqpxta, kama 
na q ga-enye aka n’[chqpxta ihe ndi odee ekwughi, n’agbanyeghi na odee a amagh[ site n’[gx 
n’agxmagx nka maqbx edemede ahx nke qma. Echiche mmadx na-apxta ihe n’omume na ihe 
mmadx na-eme, qsqgodu ya bxrx onye ahx amagh[ mgbe o zipxtara ya.  N’ihi na echiche ju 
n’obi mmadx, o si n’qnx pxtawa, q bx nke a mere na nd[ qgxx na- achqpxta onye odee bx site 
n’ihe si n’ime mmxq ya apxta. Kennedy na Gioia (2007:1517) mere ka a mata na ihe kacha pxta 
ihe na mbq Sigmund Freud gbara n’ebe ntxcha agxmagx nka d[, bx na o mere ka a mata na o 
nwere ihe na-eme na ndx mmadx nke onye ahx enwegh[ ike igbochi makana q ghagh[ [pxta 
n’izipxta echiche ya.  Q gara n’ihu ma zipxta onyinyo d[ iche iche e ji amata ihe echiche mmadx 
na-egosipxta mana nrq mana ihe, nke nd[ odee na nd[ qgxx si aghqta uche odee. A hqqrq atxtx a, 
n’ihi na o zipxtara ebumnuche isiokwu nchqcha a. E were atxtx a wee txchaa ihe a hxrx 
n’edemede a, banyere egwu mmqnwx Ijele a ga-ahx na o wepxtara echiche d[ n’edemede a.  
 
Nkamma 
Mma bx isi sekpu nt[ n’qrxnka  q bxla. Q bx nd[ nwe qrxnka na-ekwupxta nkamma ma q bx uru 
q bara. Egwu mmqnwx Ijele nwere xzq atq pxrx iche o si ezipxta nkamma. Xzq atq nd[ ahx bx 
site n’ihe e kwuru n’qnx, ihe a nxrx na nt[ nakwa nke a hxrx n’anya. Aristotle (4th 330 B C) 
kqwara na nkamma, bx usoro onye qrxnka si wepxta ma tinye echiche nka ya n’qrxnka ya ka o 
mee ka nd[ mmadx na-agba qrxnka ahx nkiri. N’otu aka ahx e nwere ike [txnyere ya elo etu a ga-
esi mee ka qrxnka ahx kawanye mma, site na nisikwu ya na qrxnka qzq. Odee a gara n’ihu mee 
ka o doo anya na nkamma bx n’qrxnka ma qbx n’okike ka a na-ahx ya ma si n’xzq d[ etu a mara 
uru q bara nd[ nwe ya. Qtxtx echiche d[ iche iche nd[ a a hxrxla banyere qrxnka na nkamma mere 
na e nwere ike ilegara egwu mmqnwx Ijele anya d[ka qrxaka.  
 
Mma qrxnka qbxla si n’qnqdx nd[ nwe ya dewere ya, n’ihi uru q na-abara nd[ ha. Echiche d[ etu 
a bx nke s[ na nkwenye na q bx ihe nd[ kpqrq ihe na be ha, ka ihe ahx bxxrx ha. Ani (2011:55) 
mere ka a mata na nkamma bx amxmamx banyere etu echiche si ahx ihe, q bx obere nwanne 
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nwaany[ nnlq na mma maka na q bx ya kachas[ mmxta echiche nwere ike inye mmadx. Schuller 
(2000) zipxtara otu echiche a oge o kwuru na nkamma bx xzq kachas[ mma n’igosipxta etu 
echiche si enwe mmas[ n’ebe ihe mara mma, doo anya ma bxrx usoro ndx mmadx d[. Okunna 
(2010:83) n’aka nke ya kqwara na mma qrxnka mara sitere n’ihe e ji ya eme. Q s[ na mma ite 
mara d[ka qrxnka kqwapxtara onwe ya n’uju n’ihe e ji ya eme. O kwuru na mkpxrxokwu bx 
mma ka nd[ Igbo ji amaatx ihe niile mara mma, nke a mere na q bx mma bx ihe mbx ga-agbata 
mmadx n’uche mgbe qbxla nd[ Igbo na-ekwu okwu ihe mara mma. O wee gaa n’ihu na-ekwu na 
mma ite n’obodo Awka–Nd[agx si n’ihe qkpuite ji chqq ya mma n’ahx d[ka anxqh[a na osisi e 
segara n’ahx ya. Q bx mpxtara ihe nd[ ahx e ji chqq ite a mma ka e ji see ha n’ahx ite na q bxgh[ 
maka mma nke onwe ha. Mkpebi banyere mma qrxnka mara si na mmetxta na mmekqr[ta 
mmadx na ibe ya, qkachas[ na mmetxta any[ na enwe n’ebe nd[ qzq nq banyere [y[ qy[, ya na 
agbamume any[ na-enwe n’agxx [y[ qy[. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na ka e s[ ekpebi mma d[ n’ihe okike 
nd[ qzq si na mmetxta any[ na-enwe n’ebe ihe e kere eke d[, ya na etu any[ si eṅomi ihe d[ n’xwa 
n’ad[ghi ike any[.  
 
Q bx otu echiche ahx ka Webster (2015) mere ka q pxta ihe oge q s[ na q bx mmepe qrxnka na 
qd[nala [chq mma mere ka amxma mkpebi nkamma pxta ihe. Q gara n’ihx kwuo na amxma 
mkpebi nkamma si na nkwenye etu nd[ mmadx si nabata qrxnka, nke o kwesighi na a ga-eji ihe 
ntxgara aka qzq onye mkpebi na nd[ nkiri amagh[ nke qma. Ezi usoro nzipxta ozi na usoro 
kwesiri ka e si hx qrxnka ahx bx nke ga-esi n’usoro doro anya e si anabata qrxnka n’qd[nala nke 
otu mpaghar[. Q bx n’otu echiche a ka odee a ji gaa n’ihu kwuo na nkamma abxgh[ naan[ ihe 
banyere xd[d[ qrxnka na uru qrxnka bara kama na q metxtara etu nd[ mmadx si anabata ihe qbxla 
n’xd[ ya ma na-ekwupxta ya  n’asxsx mara mma na nke jqrq njq. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na okwu bx 
mma enweghi echiche aka ya ma e wezuga na e ji ya egosipxta qnqdx ma q bx omume nd[ 
mmadx na-eme qtxtx mgbe n’qnqdx ha nq na ya. Odee a gara n’ihu kwuo na xzq abxq a ga-esi 
kpebie qrxnka na nkamma d[ na ya gxnyere: nke mbx bx na q bx onye mkpebi qrxnka ga-etinye 
uchu n’[mx na [kqwa nkamma d[ n’qrxnka kar[a onye qrxnka maqbx onye e nyere ya bx qrxnka. 
Nke abxq bx na onye mkpebi qrxnka ga-etinye uchu n’ihe banyere etu nd[ mmadx si emeso 
qrxnka ahx omume ya na igosipxta etu ha si ahx ya.  
 
Q bx ihe banyere mma na nkamma d[ n’okike, na qrxnka ka Kant si nweta ebe mgbas[xkwx 
n’okwukwe ya banyere Chi Ukwu nke q bx ya kachas[ uru nkamma ga-abara mmadx. Ka o silad[ 
ihe banyere mkpebi nkamma bx nke Kant na Burke kwekqr[tara na o nwere ike [d[ n’xd[ otito ma 
q bxkwa nkatq. Wimsatt na Beardsley (2015) zipxtara echiche na ihe a na-akqwa n’qrxnka bx 
qrxnka n’onwe ya, na q bxgh[ ebumnuche onye qrxnka nke any[ amagh[ na nke agbasagh[ any[. 
Maka na mkpebi ihe mara mma kwesiri ka q bxrx ihe a hxrx n’ihe ahx na nghqta nke any[ nyere 
ya n’agbanyeghi ihe onye qrxnka bu n’uche wee rxq ya. Q bx n’ihi echiche d[ etu a ka nd[ odee 
abxq a ji kwuo na q bx ihe a hxrx n’qrxnka bx isi sekpu nti, maka na iji ihe qzq wee kqwaa ya bx 
inweta ihe mgbagwojuanya na ya. N’ihi ya na q bx ihe metxtara onye na-ahx n’qrxnka na mmxq 
ya bx xzq kwesiri ekwesi na mkpebi qrxnka. Omenchqcha kwadoro echiche nd[ odee zipxtara 
banyere nkamma, ma na-ekwu na nkamma qrxnka qbxla kwesiri [gbaso usoro qd[nala nd[ nwe 
ya. N’ihi na q bx nd[ nwe qrxnka na-egosipxta nkamma ya site ihe q na-arx na ndx ha nakwa ihe 
e ji mara ya.  
 
 
Egwu 
Qtxtx mmadx na nd[ odee ekwuola ma depxta echiche ha banyere egwu, otu onye n’ime ha bx 
Aristotle (330 BC) onye kqwara na egwu bx otu n’ime qrxnka na-ezipxta nṅomi n’xzq d[ iche 
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iche. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na egwu si na nṅom[ nke xda na xtq. Makana egwu na-eṅomi naan[ uda, 

ebe abx na-eṅomi asxsx. Q bx echiche d[ etu a ka Onwukwe (2009:445) mere ka  q pxta ihe 
mgbe o kwuru na egwu bx nka [hazi ndx n’xzq q ga-esi na-atq xtq na nt[. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na 
egwu bx izipxta xda, echiche na mmetxtaobi iji gosipxta nkamma. Q bx echiche a ka o mere ka q 
pxta ihe oge q s[ na egwu bx mmadx [hazi xda. Olekaibe (2014:449) kwadoro echiche a oge o 
kwuru na egwu na xd[ ya d[ iche iche bx alaka ekwumekwu, q bx n’xzq d[ etu a ka o ji akpalite 
mmxq mmadx ma na-arx qrx d[ka enyo e ji enyo ndx. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na egwu bx eserese 
ndx gosipxtara onwe ya n’xzq abxgh[ naan[ site n’akxkq, abx na ejije kama na q na-apxta ihe 
n’emume ga d[ka [gba egwu. Chielotam (2012:33) mere ka a mata na egwu na-arx qrx [kq akxkq, 
ime ka ihe na-aga aga iji gosipxta qnqdx na echiche. Egwu n’obodo qbxla na-akpqkqba nd[ 
mmadx qnx d[ka ebe qgbakq ha, ebe nzuko ha iji nye onwe ha nkwado na ndonye ukwu ha. 
 
Oshinoebo (2012:70) kqwara na egwu na-abata n’xzq d[ iche iche na ndx any[. Q bx ihe kachas[ 
eru any[ aka n’ime qrxnka ngosi ihe niile, q d[ n’ebe niile any[ nq, makana a na-eti egwu n’qnqdx 
niile. Egwu nwere qnqdx d[ elu n’qd[nala qbxla, nke na q bxgh[ ihe a ga-eleghara anya maka na 
egwu nd[ obodo qbxla bx xzq ha si egosi qd[nala site n’omume nd[ mmadx na-eme. N’emume 
nd[ ahx ha na-agba egwu d[ka otu xzq ha si eme ka ihe niile banyere ndx pxta ihe. Q gara n’ihu 
kwuo na e kekqrq egwu na qd[nala qnx n’xzq enweghi nkewa. Na n’ qd[nala nd[ Afr[ka, egwu bx 
igodo e ji akpqghe emume d[ iche iche d[ka ntqaja n’[kpa nd[ mmadx obixtq. Q bx qhaobodo na-
egosipxta egwu, nke a  mere na o nweghi mmanye qbxla a na-amanye mmadx iji mata na egwu 
si na chi, n’ihi na mmetxtaobi ya na ike mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya q na-ezipxta n’xzq pxrx 
iche.  
 
Chielotam (2012:31) n’aka nke ya kqwara na egwu na mba Afr[ka malitere n’oge ndx ha 
malitere. Egwu bx otu n’ime njiri mara qd[nala nd[ Afr[ka q bx nke mere na ewgu na ebulite 
emume d[ iche iche ha na-eme n’xzq pxrx iche. E ji ya eme ka ihe a na-eme ma na ekwu doo 
anya, q na-ezipxta agxmagx, ma were ya na-anabata nd[ odogwu na qtxtx ntqaja e ji egwu 
ezipxta. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na egwu d[ka ihe ngosi na-enye aka n’ime ka qd[nala nd[ mmadx na-
agawanye n’ihu. Q na-enye aka n’ichekwaba, zxq, ma na-akwalite ihe qkpx na ihe ugwu any[ 
oge niile, site n’[gbazi echiche nd[ mmadx iji mee ka ha na-ebi ma na-aga n’xzq ziri ezi na ndx 
ha. O bu otu echiche a ka Agu (2007:716) mere ka q pxta ihe oge o kwuru na egwu bx otu n’ime 
akarangwa siri ike e ji ama qd[nala n’xzq pxrx iche ma were ya na-amata nd[ mmadx na ndx ha 
n’obodo. O bu echiche banyere egwu a ka Nzewi (1991) zipxtara oge o s[ na egwu bx nsirihxndx 
na mba Afr[ka. Q bx xgbq bu echiche na usoro mb[akqnx mmadx na ibe ya, nke e si na ya eme 
ka ndx na-atq xtq ma na-ajx qtxtx ajxjx banyere ndx na ihe na-eme na ndx, qkachas[ ihe nd[ a 
nagh[ ahx anya. Nzewi (2002:367) kqwara na egwu qd[nala bx ozuzuoke xda egwu, na 
akarangwa egwu, ngosipxta na itinye n’qrx ihe a maara na mpaghara ahx. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na 
egwu bx etx e si ahxta usoro meghar[ nke mgbakq na mkpalite usoro ga. Ibekwe (2013:92) 
zipxtara otu echiche a oge q s[ na egwu qd[nala a na-eti n’ala Igbo nwere qtxtx akxkx qkachas[ 
ma e buru n’uche izipxta ihe mejupxatara egwu qd[nala na mba Afr[ka. 
  
N’aka nke qzq, Forchu (2009:103) kqwara na egwu pxrx iche n’ala Na[jir[a si n’xzq d[ iche iche 
egosi qd[nala nd[ mmadx nq n’obodo na etu mmekqr[ta ya na qd[nala nd[ qcha site na mgbanwe 
na-abata n’egwu qd[nala d[ iche iche. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na qbxgh[ ihe gbara mmadx ghar[[ na 
egwu nwere qnqdx pxtara ihe nke qma na ndx nd[ Afr[ka ma bxrxkwa usoro achxmnta akxnaxba 
n’xzq pxrx iche. Makana q bx etu egwu qd[nala si wee d[ nnukwu mkpa na ndx nd[ obodo, ka 
egwu pxrx iche si d[ mkpa na ndx nd[ mmadx na usoro obibi ndx ha n’obodo Na[jir[a. Agu 
(2003:58) zipxtara otu echiche oge q s[ na e nwere usoro pxtara ihe n’egwu qd[nala niile e nwere 
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n’obodo Na[jir[a. N’ihi na obodo niile nwere usoro doro anya ha si emepxta ma na-eti egwu. 
Olasunkanmi (2002:53) n’aka nke ya mere ka echiche egwu qgbxgba pxta ihe oge q s[ na [gba 
egwu bx nka a na-egosi site mmeghar[ ahx. Ihe nke a pxtara bx na q bx mmeghar[ ahx ka e si 
ezipxta egwu qgbxgba. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na q bx egwu qd[nala ka e si na ya ezipxta ma na-
echekwaba qd[nala na usoro qch[ch[ ma na-agba akparamagwa, nd[ mmadx nq n’obodo n’anwx. 
Otutu mgbe otu otu maqbx nd[ mmadx na-agba egwu nke e si na ya enweta ugwu n’obodo.  
 
Mmqnwx Ijele  
Qtxtx mmadx gbara mbq n’xzq d[ iche iche n’ikwupxta na idepxta echiche ha  banyere mmqnwx 
Ijele, otu onye n’ime ha bx Iloegbunam (2015) onye kwuru s[, “Ijele bx okwu na-ezipxta inwe 
ume ma q bx ike nke na-ezipxta echiche na q na-ad[ arq, site na akarangwa e ji wee rxq ya n’oge 
gboo.’’ Echiche a pxtara ihe n’okwu bx “jee lelee ma qg[r[ga q waala g[”, a na-agwa mmqnwx 
Ijele. Q bx mkpqbiri okwu a bx ‘jee lelee ma qg[r[ga q waala g[’, ma q bx ‘jee lelee ma ike ibu 
ibu q d[ g[’ ka a na-akpq “Ijele” n’xzq mkpirisi.’ Q gara n’ihu kwuo na mmqnwx Ijele mara mma 
nke ukwuu n’ihi na o nweghi ihe ad[gh[ n’elu ya. Q d[ ka akwxkwq e dere usoro obibi ndx nd[ 
Igbo n’ihi na ihe qd[nala nd[ Igbo d[cha n’elu ya. Na ugwu na nsqpxrx nd[ Igbo na-akwanyere 
mmqnwx Ijele kar[r[ akar[. Mmqnwx Ijele na-enwe ugwu n’ihi na a rxrx ya ka ihe niile d[ n’elu 
ya. Q bx nke a mere nd[ Igbo na-ekwu n’okwu ma na-agx n’egwu na mmqnwx agagh[ aka Ijele 
aka. Edozie (2015) s[, ‘q bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, n’ihi na a rxrx Enyi 
Mmqnwx ka o buo ibu iji mara ma q ga-eme ka Ijele laa ma na o nwere qkpa anq’. Q s[ na q bx 
naan[ mmqnwx Ijele bx mmqnwx nwere xkwx abxq buru ibu ma d[ kwa  arq, maka na mmqnwx 
niile d[ n’ala Igbo nq n’isi Ijele.’ 

Q bx echiche a ka An[akq (2002:327) zipxtara mgbe q s[ na q bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx nd[ Igbo 
na-eti, ma gaa n’ihu kwuo  na q bx ya na-edu mmqnwx nd[ qzq ma bxrx kwa eze mmqnwx. Q s[ 
na mmqnwx Ijele na-egosi [d[ n’otu ihe  e kere eke n’xwa a. Na ogwe ahx ya na-ad[ okirikiri 

sitere na nṅomi usoro nd[ Igbo si ewu xlq. Akwa d[ oke qnx d[ n’akxkx nd[da ya nke na-ejupxta 
n’esereese na ap[r[ap[ a na-ahx n’ahx xlq na n’qnx xzq iji chqq ya mma. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na 
mmqnwx Ijele bx nnukwu qrxnka na-egosiputa xwa mmadx nq na ihe a na-eme n’obodo, na-
egosipxta xwa xmx mmxq site na mmqnwx nd[ Igbo d[ iche iche na-eme ka ntqaja na ebube 
mmqnwx Ijele pxta ihe. Odee a s[ na xd[ anx qh[a d[ iche iche d[ n’elu mmqnwx Ijele d[ ka eke 
na agx na-ezipxta kwa xwa anxmanx. Ihe nke a pxtara bx na a ch[kqbara usoro obibi ndx nd[ 
Igbo na mmqnwx Ijele d[ ka otu qrxnka na-eweta mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya nakwa udo nke 
echiche. Amankulo (2002:404) s[ na Ijele bx mmqnwx mara nnukwu mma ma nwe ugwu mere 
na q na-eri obodo nnukwu ego iji rxq ya. Q s[ na o buru nnukwu ibu ma na-agba egwu qgxgx, 
egwu qgbugba na-eme ka nd[ nkiri na-eche na q ga-ada ada site nzqxkwx ya. Q bx echiche 
banyere nzq xkwx egwu ya a, mere na nd[ nkiri na-eche ebe o si wee b[a. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na 
Ijele na mmqnwx na-achq okwu na-eso apxta qtxtx mgbe nke na-eme ka egwu na-atx nd[ nkiri.  

Nnekwe (2015) zipxtara na Ijele bx mmqnwx buru ibu, maa mma nke ukwuu n’xd[ gbara mmadx 
ghar[[, maka na q bxghi ihe otu onye nkiri hxrx n’elu Ijele ka ibe ya hxrx n’ihi na ihe nq n’elu ya 
hiri nne. Q s[ na q bx nke a mere nd[ Igbo ji ekwu okwu as[ na ‘nkiri mmqnwx Ijele jiri chi.’ Nke 
a pxtara na mmqnwx Ijele bx nnkwu ihe nkiri ma nwe qtxtx ihe nkiri n’ahx ya, nke na ndi 
mmadx ga na-ekiri ya malite n’xtxtx ruo n’abal[. Udealq (2015) kqwapxtara na q bx Ijele kacha 
mmqnwx d[ n’ala Afr[ka buo ibu ma bxrx onyinye pxrx iche si n’ala Igbo d[ n’obodo Naijir[a. Q 
gara n’ihu, kwuo na nd[ obodo d[ iche iche n’Anambra Steeti d[ nke d[ na nd[da-qwxwa anyanwu 
ala Na[jir[a, na-eti mmqnwx Ijele n’emume xfqdx d[ ka akwamozu na emxme e ji akpqku mmxq 
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qmxmx, na xba ihe akxkx ubi bx emume pxrx iche a na-eme n’oge qkqchi. Na Ijele bx mmqnwx 
pxrx iche n’Anambara Steeti na Naijir[a. Ihe omimi banyere etu Ijele si buo ibu,  mere na e 
nwere qtxtx ihe na-eme na ndx e gosipxtara n’elu Ijele. Q s[ na ihe omimi d[ n’etimxmmqnwx 
Ijele mere na e zipxtara usoro obibi ndx niile na ya. Q bx ya kacha mmqnwx niile n’ihi na q bx 
naan[ ya na-agba n’ama otu oge, ma bxrxkwa mmqnwx ga-agba ikpeazu n’emume n’ala Igbo.  

N’otu aka ahx ka Nwachukwu (2003:166) zipxtara otu echiche ahx mgbe q s[ na qtxtx mmadx 
na-ekwu na Ijele kacha mmqnwx a na-eti n’ala Igbo. Na q na-ad[ ka xlq ma na-anqchite anya ihe 
niile nd[ Igbo mara na ihe ha ga-ama d[ ka agbxrx. Obasi (2010:9) s[ na mmqnwx Ijele mara 
mma nke ukwuu ma nwe ugwu maka na q naan[ n’afq iri abxq na ise ma q bx n’afq iri ise ka o ji 
apxta. Nweke (2015) s[ na mmqnwx Ijele na-ezipxta [d[ ukwu, [bx eze nakwa qgaranya. Q s[ na 
obodo niile d[ n’Ayamelum na-eti mmqnwx Ijele n’ebe q d[ ukwuu, mere na ogbe qbxla nwere 
nke ha. Ebube mmqnwx Ijele si na nkwenye nd[ Igbo na mmqnwx bx nd[ nnqchite anya nd[ichie. 
Mmqnwx niile na-enwe ebube n’ala Igbo, mere e ji ekwu na o nwere ihe mmqnwx na-eme e ji 
agbara mmqnwx qsq. Ihe ahx e ji agbara mmqnwx qsq bx ebube ma q bx ibubo, na-arx qrx pxrx 
iche na mmqnwx Ijele. Edozie (2015) n’aka nke ya s[ na Ijele bx mmqnwx qhaobodo na-eti, nke 
mere na otu onye enwegh[ ike eti ya maka na o nwere  ego. Q bx nd[ obodo na-akwado Ijele, 
mere na ihe niile banyere etimxmmqnwx Ijele ahx bx nd[ obodo na-eme nkwado ya. Q gara 
n’ihu kwuo na Ijele na-agba xbqch[ abxq, na q gbara nd[ obodo n’xbqch[ mbx, n’xbqch[ nke 
abxq q gbara xmxada. 

 Ijele bx mmqnwx nwere nnukwu ibubo ma q bx ebube, mere na ya na mmqnwx qzq anagh[ 
agbakqta n’ama otu oge. Q bx n’ibubo mmqnwx ka ugwu na nsqpxrx a na-enye ya d[.  Echiche a 
pxtara ihe n’Asigbo (2012:7) mgbe q s[ ‘q bx ibubo na-eme qrxnka bx awxrx e ji akwa wee kwaa 
bxrx mmxq. Q bx ibubo a na-eme ka mmqnwx nqzuo ebe niile ma nwe ike nke mmxq.’ 
Nwakaeze (2015) s[ na ‘n’oge gboo mgbe ihe banyere etimxmmqnwx Ijele nwere ugwu, q na-
agba n’ama ebe niile edere jii akwxkwq osisi niile akwxrx otu ebe.’ Etimxmmqnwx Ijele na-abx 
nnukwu emume nd[ mmadx ji enwe obi xtq, maka na e nwere ihe ngosi d[ iche iche a na-eme na 
ya, d[ ka egwu xmxokorob[a na xmxagbqghqb[a. Q bx n’oge qkqch[ ka Ijele ji agba iji wee mee 
emume qmxmx na nke xba ihe akxkx ubi. 

Mmqnwx Ijele nwere ike d[ nkq ma q bx jxq oyi site n’etu mmxq nq n’awxrx Ijele ahx si d[. 
Mmxq nq n’awxrx Ijele mara mma d[ nkq q bxrx ihe nkiri ma na-ekpo qkx n’onwe ya. Mmxq nq 
n’awxrx Ijele mara mma jxq oyi q na-esi ike na nchqpxta mana q na-apxta ihe nke ukwu ma q 
bxrx n’awxrx Ijele d[ qcha ma q bx nke ejughi eju ka mmxq nq n’ime ya jxrx oyi. Mmxq nq 
n’awxrx Ijele na-emetxta nzqxkwx egwu ya, n’ihi na mmxq nwere nke ka ibe a na-agba egwu. O 
nwere mmxq ga-ad[ nkq ma nzqxkwx egwu ya na egwu a na-etiri ya anagh[ adakqr[ta. N’aka nke 
qzq, mmxq nq na mmqnwx Ijele nwere ike [d[ nwayq nke na egwu a na-etiri ya na-ebu nzqxkwx 
egwu ya xzq. Nwakaeze (2015) s[ na mmqnwx Ijele na-agba egwu obere oge na-agagh[ eru otu 
awa n’ihi na q nagh[ anq ogologo oge n’qgbq. Edozie (2015) s[ na q bx ugboro atq ka mmqnwx 
Ijele na-agba n’qgbq ma q bx n’ama, na q gbaa nke mbx q baa n’qda, q gbaa nke abxq bakwa 
n’qda, wee gbaa nke atq. Ka o silad[, q kachas[ mma d[ na mmqnwx Ijele bx na mmxq nq 
n’awxrx nqrq n’etiti [d[ nkq na [jx oyi. Q bx n’qnqdx a ka Ijele ji ezipxta na q bx eze mmqnwx 
niile n’ala Igbo site nzqxkwx egwu ya na-ejupxta na nganga, ugwu na ebube mgbe q na-agba.  

E nwere oge na qnqdx mmqnwx Ijele ji agba. Q bx mmqnwx Ijele na-agba naan[ ya n’qgbq ma 
bxrx mmqnwx [kpeazx na-agba n’ama. Q s[ na Ijele na-agba n’akwamozu nd[ eze ma q bx 
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nwoke na nwaany[ a maara aha ha, ya na akwamozu otu n’ime ezinaxlq Ijele n’ala Igbo. Q bx 
n’oge udummiri ka mmqnwx Ijele ji agba n’oge gboo. Iloegbunam (2015) z[pxtara echiche a 
mgbe q si na q bx n’udu mmiri ka e ji eti mmqnwx Ijele n’oge gboo, n’ihi na q bx n’udu mmiri 
ka ego ji ad[ nd[ Anam n’aka. Q s[ na obodo tiri mmqnwx Ijele na-achxaja ma mmqnwx Ijele 
gbachaa. Q bx n’ihi nke a  ka e jikwuo na [chxaja bx emume qd[nala n’etimxmmqnwx Ijele n’ihi 
na q bx arx ka obodo mere wee rxq ibu arq d[ etu a n’xd[ mmqnwx. N’aka nke qzq, q bx n’oge 
qkqch[ ka e ji eti mmqnwx n’oge ugbu a. Nzekwu (1981: 135) mere ka echiche a pxta ihe oge q 
s[ na q bx n’oge qkqch[ ka etimxmmqnwx ji amalite na mpaghara qwxwa anyanwx ala Naijir[a 
bx oge ha ji ezu ike. Ogu-Raphael (2009:81) s[ na ‘q bx naan[ ntqaja gbadoro xkwx na mmxq ka 
e ji eme ka e nwe ezi usoro mmekqr[ka n’etiti mmadx na mmxq.’ Q bx nke a mere na obodo na-
enye mmqnwx Ijele ewu d[ ka xzq ha si akpx arx ahx ha mere. 

Nch[kqta Ntuleghar[ Agxmagx 

Ka o silad[, echiche nd[ mmadx na nd[ odee a zipxtara banyere nkamma, egwu na mmqnwx Ijele 
d[cha mma n’xd[ ha, ma na o nweghi nke qbxla n’ime ha a ga-eji nqchite anya edemede nchqcha 
a, n’ihi na q d[gh[ nke qbxla n’ime ha zipxtara ihe banyere qnqdx egwu n’etimmmqnwx nke bx 
qrxnka na-ezipxta nkamma atq gxnyere keqnx, kent[ na keanya e si na ha ezipxta qnqdx egwu nq 
na ndx d[ Igbo. Q bx nke a mere o ji d[ mkpa na omencha bagidere edemede a, wee na-ar[q ka e 
nye ya ohere n’etiti edemede nchqcha nd[ qzq. 

Ntxcha Echiche Banyere Qnqdx Egwu n’ Etimmmqnwx Ijele  
Egwu bx otu n’ime qd[nala Igbo e si na ya na-ezipxta nkamma atq gxnyere keqnx, kent[ na 
keanya n’xzq pxrx iche nwere qnqdx d[ elu n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. E nwere xd[ egwu d[ iche iche 
nke na e nweghi ike ikewapx ya iche n’emume qbxla n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Q bx nke a mere na e 
nyere ohere n’edemede a ka e si na ya zipxta na egwu bx etimmmqnwx Ijele, etimmmqnwx Ijele 
bxrx egwu. Nneke (2016) mere ka a mata na a na-ezipxta xzq egwu anq e ji eti mmqnwx Ijele 
n’xzq atq gxnyere egwu qgxgx, qkxkx, na qgbxgba. N’xzq egwu atq na-ewepxta nkamma keqnx, 
kent[ na keanya. A na-ezipxta nkamma keqnx site n’egwu e ji qnx agx maqbx abx a na-abx 
n’etimxmmqnwx Ijele. Nkamma kent[ ka e si n’xda ngwa egwu [gba na-akx mgbe a na-eti 
mmqnwx Ijele ezipxta, ebe nkamma keanya bx nke a na-ezipxta site n’ihe a hxrx n’anya n’egwu 
qgbxgba mmqnwx Ijele na nd[ mmadx na-agba mgbe [gba Ijele na-eti.  
 
Egwu d[ nnukwu mkpa na ndx nd[ Igbo mere na malite na mgbe a mxrx mmadx wee ruo n’oge 
qnwx ya, egwu na-abata n’oge d[ iche iche na n’ogo d[ iche iche na n’emume d[ iche iche na ndx 
ha. Egwu nwere qnqdx d[ elu n’etimmmqnwx Ijele, n’ihi na malite mgbe odo pxtara ruo mgbe 
ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele zuru oke na-agba n’qgbq wee ruo n’xla ha jupxtara n’egwu d[ iche iche a 
na-eti n’esepxgh[ aka. Etimmmqnwx Ijele d[ka otu n’emume nd[ Igbo na-eme nwere egwu a na-
etiri ya site na mmalite ya wee ruo na mmechi ya jupxtara n‘egwu gxnyere egwu [gba/qja, egwu 
qgxgx na egwu qgbxgba.  
Forchu (2009:104) zipxtara echiche a oge o kwuru na q bxgh[ ihe mgbagwojuanya na egwu 
pxtara ihe n’otu na-akpa nd[ mmadx obi xtq, n’ihi na q bx omenala na-arx qrx d[ka amxma 
achxmnta akxnaxba n’usoro obibi ndx nd[ Afr[ka. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na etu ahx egwu qd[nala si 
eme ka usoro obibi ndx na omenala na-aga n’ihu ka egwu pxtara ihe na-eme na ndx nd[ mmadx 
n’usoro mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya n’obodo Na[jir[a n’oge ugbu a. N’otu aka ahx Sen (2001) 
kqwara na ‘q bxgh[ naan[ na egwu na-eme ka nd[ mmadx nqdx n’udo, kama na q na-enye aka 
n’[hazi mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya n’usoro omenala ma gaa n’ihu na-eme ka a ghara inwe qgba 
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aghara na nkwafu qbara n’akxkx mba Afr[ka na mba nd[ qzq. Mbanugo (2003:152) n’aka nke ya 
mere ka a mata na egwu bx xzq pxrx iche e si akwalite omenala.  Q s[, “q na-eme ka ugwu 
mmadx pxta n’amxma qch[ch[, na-emekwa ka xfqdx mmadx chxq aja maka qhaobodo ha.” Ka o 
silad[, egwu qṅx Ijele na egwu xla ya anagh[ abata mgbe qbxla mmqnwx Ijele obodo mere ihe 
ihere. Maka na o nweghi onye ga-enwe obi ime ihe aṅxr[ ma ya fqdxzie [gx egwu.  
 
Egwu Qgxgx Ijele 
E nwere qtxtx egwu a na-agx n’etimmmqnwx Ijele nke nd[ obodo ji ezipxta mmas[ na obi xtq ha 
nwere bayere mmqnwx Ijele ha. Q bx site n’egwu qgxgx nd[ a ka e si ewepxta nkamma keqnx 
n’xzq pxrx iche n’etimxmmqnwx Ijele. Q bx echiche a ka Egudu na Nwoga (1973) mere ka q 
pxta ihe mgbe ha s[ na a na-enwe onye qkpqabx na-egosipxta emume qd[nala d[ iche iche nke q 
bx ya  na-eme ka q maa mma. Ikeokwu na Onyejekwe (2004:28) zipxtara na egwu qgxgx nakwa 
qgbxgba na-akpalite mmxq nd[ mmadx ma na-eme ka ha nwe mkpafx ime mmxq na-apxta ihe 
n’emume nka. Ani (2011:54) n’aka nke ya kqwara na qrxnka qbxla mara mma na-enwe xda na-
ezipxta [hxnanya ma na-ekpalite mmxq mmadx. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na q na-eme ka obi ruo 
mmadx ala, gbochiere ya mgbakas[ahx, ikeqgxgx, qbara mgbalielu, okeahx qnwxnwx na anqgh[ 
n’udo. Ihe nd[ a niile bx qrx egwu na-arx na ndx mmadx mabxrx ihe nyere egwu qnqdx d[ elu 
n’etimxmmqnwx Ijele. 
  
Egwu Odo 
Odo d[ka otx n’ime mmqnwx so n’ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele n’aka nke ya nwere egwu d[ iche iche 
pxtara ihe n’emume ya. Egwu nd[ ahx  na-ezipxta nkamma atq ahx e ji mara egwu mmqnwx 
Ijele, n’ihi na e nwere mb[akqnx nke egwu qgxgx, egwu qkxkx na egwu qgbxgba mgbe odo na-
agba. Q bx echiche a ka Forchu (2009:105) mere ka q pxta ihe oge q s[ na egwu qd[nala d[ 
nnukwu mkpa n’ime ka omenala obodo guzosie ike. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na a gagh[ ewepu egwu 
n’emume d[ xbqch[ nd[ Afr[ka malite n’oge a mxrx mmadx ruo n’qnwx ya. Agx (2007:16) 
kwadoro echiche a mgbe q s[ na egwu bx otu n’ime ihe pxtara ihe ma sie ike n’amxma [chqpxta 
ihe pxrx iche n’qd[nala na njirimara nd[.  Ani (2011:29) zipxtara na egwu si n’xda na 
xdandakqr[ta d[ iche iche na-arx qrx malite n’oge gboo e j[ akpa mmadx obi xtq. Odee a gara 
n’ihu kwuo na egwu nwere qnqdx pxrx iche na ndx onye Hibru. Odo nwere ngwa egwu e ji 
egosipxta egwu ya gxnyere; ogene, qja Bekee a na-akpq whistle na qja Igbo abxq. Q bx ngwa 
egwu nd[ a na-agbazi ihe odo na-aga n’ije ma q bx ihe q na-agba n’qsq.  

Egwu Xmxnwaany[ n’Etimmmqnwx Ijele 
Xmxnwaany[ nd[ iyom di na xmxada ha a na-alx n’obodo qzq nwere qtxtx egwu ha na-agx 
pxtara ihe nke qma n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Q bx echiche d[ etu ka Okeke (2009:175) zipxtara oge 
q si na nkamma xmxnwaany[ gbadoro xkwx nke ukwuu n’egwu qgxgx, egwu qgbxgba na [kq 
akxkq. Odee a gara n’ihu kwuo na egwu na-eziputa isiokwu d[ n’ejije ma na ekwu ihe ga-eme 
n’ejije ahx iji mee ka nhazi emereeme gaa n’ihu ka nd[ mmadx wee nwe obi aṅxr[. Egwu 
xmxnwaany[ na-eme ka etimmmqnwx Ijele na-ekpo qkx, makana qnqdx ha pxtara ihe 
n’etimmmqnwx Ijele.  
 
Egwu Qgbxgba n’Etimmmqnwx Ijele 
Egwu qgbxgba na-ewepxta nkamma keanya n’xzq pxrx iche n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Q bx otu 
n’ime ihe na-eme ka nd[ mmadx jee nkiri Ijele. Mmqnwx Ijele na-agba egwu oge nd[ na-etiri ya 
[gba na-eti [gba. Nne na nna mmqnwx Ijele na qhaobodo na-agba egwu iji gosipxta obi xtq ha. 
Malite na mpxta Ijele n’qda ebe  a nq mxq egwu ya ruo n’qda nke d[ n’ama ebe q ga-anq wee 
gbaa, q na-agba xd[ nzqxkwx egwu ise si na ntxghar[ aka [gba ma q bx egwu Ijele pxta. 
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Obadiegwu (2015) mere ka a mata na Ijele gbaa egwu obere oge, q baa n’qda ahx a rxrx n’ama 
obodo. Q bx n’ime qda a ka Ijele ga-esi apxta wee gbaa n’ama ihe d[ ka ugboro atq maqbx kar[a 
n’ama tutu q laa. Q s[ na ‘q gbaa nke mbx q baa n’qda, wee pxta nke abxq. N’otu aka ahx q baa 
n’qda nke ugboro abxq, o wee pxta nke atq, wee laa.’ Q bx echiche banyere egwu qgbugba a ka 
Ugonna (1983:107) zipxtara oge q s[ na nd[ Afr[ka a na-agba egwu iji gosipxta mmekqr[ta d[ 
n’etiti mmadx na ibe ya na nkamma d[ na ndx. 
 
 E nwere xzq akanka egwu qgbxgba abxq n’etimxmmqnwx Ijele. Xzq egwu qgbxgba abxq a 
gxnyere ‘egwu nseli’ na ‘[zq qk[ka.’ Nd[ na-ebu xzq egwu mmqnwx Ijele bx egwu nganga bx [zq 
qk[ka ka ha na-agba. Iloegbunam (2015) kqwara na q bx mmadx niile nq n’obodo ma nwoke ma 
nwaany[ na-agba egwu mmqnwx Ijele. O mere ka a mata na mmadx abxq na-ebu xzq egwu 
mmqnwx Ijele na-agba egwu pxrx iche a na-akpq “[zq qk[ka,” maqbx “[txnkwe”. Q bx nke a 
mere na ha bx isi sekpu nt[ n’[gba egwu mmqnwx Ijele. Olasunkanmi (2002:54) kwadoro 
echiche a oge q s[ na xzq e si eme ka egwu qd[nala any[ digide bx otu n’ime usoro e si eme ka 
ndx mmadx na-akawanye mma. Nwadigwe (1999:99) n’out aka ahx mere ka mata na qrxnka 
ngosipxta ihe kwesiri ka q na-aga n’ihu n’ime ka e nwe nhatanha n’usoro mmekqr[ta mmadx na 
ibe ya ka udo wee bata n’obodo. 
 
Egwu Oriri Mmqnwx Ijele 
Egwu a na-eti n’oriri etimmmqnwx Ijele bx [gba Ijele kacha ha niile, n’ihi na egwu nd[ qzq bx 
aka ka e ji enyere ya. Maka na q bx egwu na-amas[ nd[ obodo, ka ha  na-eti n’oriri etimmmqnwx 
Ijele ahx iji mee ka oriri na-ekpo qkx. Q bx echiche a ka Nwachukwu (2003:164) mere ka q pxta 
ihe oge q s[ na ihe banyere egwu d[ nnxkwu mkpa n’ebe nd[ Igbo nq ma egwu a gxrx n’qnx ma q 
bx nke e tiri n’[gba. N’otu aka ahx Blacking (1971:86) kqwara na egwu abxgh[ naan[ usoro 
mmepxta xda kama na q bx qd[mara na-egosipxta mmekqr[ta mmadx na ibe ya, a haziri 
n’qd[nala ka o wee zipxta ihe nd[ ahx ha ji kpqrq ihe n’oge gara aga n’usoro obibi ndx ha n’oge 
ugbu a. Egwu a na-eti n’ama obodo ma q bx nke a na-eti n’ezinaxlq d[ iche iche, e nweghi onye 
n’ime nd[ na-eti egwu ahx a na-akwx xgwq. Maka na nd[ na-eti egwu n’oriri ahx ji ya d[ka 
onyinye ha na-enye obodo ha maqbx nd[ enyi ha banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx.  
 
Mmechi 
Site n’edemede nchqcha a e lebara anya n’qnqdx egwu d[ka qd[nala Igbo pxtara ihe 
n’etimmmqnwx Ijele nke na-ezipxta nkamma atq gxnyere nkamma keqnx, kent[ na keanya n’xzq 
pxrx iche. Q bx qnqdx ahx egwu nq na ndx Igbo mere na qkwa ya d[ elu n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Q 
d[ nnukwu mkpa na xmxafq Igbo na nd[ qch[ch[ nq n’ala Igbo nyere aka ichekwaba mmqnwx 
Ijele, na egwu ya ka q ghara ifunagh[ xmx na-eto eto na xmx Igbo n’qd[nihu. Omenchqcha na-
ar[q nd[ nkxzi na xmxakwxkwq n’xzq pxrx iche ka ha lebe anya n’egwu mmqnwx Ijele n’obodo 
d[ iche iche n’ala Igbo ma gaa n’ihu dee edemede nchqcha banyere ha. N’ihi na nke a ga-eme ka 
qtxtx mmadx chqpxta nkamma ha ma were ha kpqrq ihe, d[ka xzq a ga-esi eme ka echiche nd[ 
Igbo lqghachi azx n’ihe banyere egwu, egwu mmqnwx Ijele na qrx q na-arx na ndx  
mmadx. 
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