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Abstract 
Electoral fraud remains a significant obstacle to democratic consolidation in Nigeria, particularly in the 

Southeastern region, where elections between 2007 and 2015 were plagued by irregularities. Fraudulent practices 

such as ballot box snatching, vote-buying, voter intimidation, and result manipulation have undermined electoral 

integrity, weakened democratic institutions, and discouraged voter participation. This study investigates the extent 

and impact of electoral fraud in Southeastern Nigeria, exposing the systemic weaknesses that allowed these 

malpractices to persist. The study aims to examine the various forms of electoral fraud, analyze its impact on voter 

participation and public trust, investigate institutional weaknesses that enable fraud, apply theoretical frameworks 

to explain its persistence, and propose measures to strengthen electoral integrity. A qualitative case study approach 

was employed, focusing on electoral cycles between 2007 and 2015. Data was collected through interviews with 

electoral officials, political actors, civil society groups, and voters, along with secondary sources such as election 

reports and media analysis. Institutional Theory and Political Economy Theory provide the study’s analytical 

foundation, with the former explaining how weak electoral institutions create opportunities for fraud and the latter 

highlighting the economic and power incentives that sustain fraudulent practices. Findings reveal that electoral 

fraud was systemic, with ballot box snatching, vote-buying, and voter intimidation being the most prevalent forms. 

Institutional weaknesses, including corruption and inadequate law enforcement, facilitated fraudulent activities, 

discouraging voter participation and weakening democratic accountability. Economic factors such as poverty and 

financial inducements made voters more susceptible to manipulation. To address these challenges, the study 

recommends strengthening electoral institutions, increasing transparency, enforcing stricter penalties for fraud, 

promoting civic education, reducing economic incentives for fraud, and ensuring greater political accountability. 

Implementing these measures can enhance electoral integrity, restore public trust in the electoral system, and 

reinforce democratic governance in Southeastern Nigeria and beyond. 

Keywords: Electoral Fraud, Political Participation, Institutional Weaknesses, Southeast Nigeria, Democratic 

Governance 

 

Introduction 

Electoral fraud is a huge security threat to the sanctity of democracy by illegally interfering with the electoral 

process and nullifying the mandate given to governments by the electorates. Electoral fraud can take various forms 

like the altering of data or information on the voter's roll by adding names or deleting them to suit specific interests, 

children under the voting age voting, mass voting, or voting by those who are not in the voters register, stuffing 

of ballot boxes, swapping of election result forms after the election by the electoral officers and the use of 

traditional and practical intimidation tactics. Further forms are the blocking of accredited voters from accessing 

the polling units or snatching of ballot boxes, wrongful counting of votes and collation of the result in favour of a 

particular party, wiping away of ink on the finger of the electorate after voting and the manipulation of media to 

announce a candidate as a winner before the official release by the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) (Ojo, 

2018; Okolie, Anazodo, 2021). 

 

The political terrain of southeast Nigeria (Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo states) is both a 'main 

battleground' in terms of competitiveness and a firmware of political consciousness. The region is an ethnopolitical 

bastion of the Igbo group, who have for a long time represented the most politically conscious and most 

marginalised ethnic group in the larger federation. With a sense of political making and unmaking hugely reliant 

on ethnic-regional relations that have long been marked by intense resistance to marginalization, the policy 

domain in the SE is a complicated matrix of ethnicity, regionalism, and strident advocacy for autonomous 

statehood. Umeh LT, Okafor AV Political Competition and Party Composition in Nigeria's Federal Legislature 

2019-2015 (2019) 205-206. 
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 Electoral manipulations in the Southeast are especially salient because the stakes of regional and national 

elections in elections are high. Electoral offices and agencies are considered prized political offices worth 

capturing, from violence and intimidation to coercing electoral staff. Unsurprisingly, elections in the Southeast 

have witnessed ballot box snatching, vote buying, and the disenfranchisement of alleged opposition strongholds 

(Chukwuma, 2017; Okonkwo & Ezenwa, 2020). 

 

 So far, every general election since Nigeria's return to civilian rule on 29 May 1999 has been marked by rising 

incidents of violence and electoral malpractices. This general troubling national trend manifested in the southeast 

region. The region's electoral space continued to mirror the downward slide of elections in Nigeria. Every four-

year electoral cycle shows a descent in local and global standards of electoral integrity (Ogunjimi, 2020). It means 

that with every election, things have become worse. For instance, the swearing-in of a president in May 2019 

witnessed more post-election violence, which had not been seen since 2007, and craters of electoral malfeasances 

and illegality compared with the previous 2015 elections. There needs to be an apparent systemic failure in 

ensuring credible polling. 

 

 Notwithstanding, the proliferation of electoral fraud and violence persists, turning the electoral arena into a theatre 

of vicious conflicts where political elites deploy vulnerable populations of the country for violent ends. 

Throughout the Southeast, the manipulation of ethnic sentiments and regionally based loyalties have complicated 

the electoral processes more often than not, turning the elections into rowdy street riots with post-election violence 

as well as disputes over the legitimacy of winning candidates and other elected offices. We have conducted as 

many as six general elections to date, none with acceptable standards, with all elections showing escalating levels 

of fraud and violence (Adegboye, 2021; Uche O. Olufemi, 2023). The continued decline is significantly informed 

by growing poverty and a dearth of basic amenities that compromises the electorate's capability to discharge our 

democratic rights and the tendency for vote-buying (Ali, 2019; Ekpe & Eze, 2022). 

 

 For elections to truly demonstrate political will and public agendas, these processes must take place in an electoral 

space that minimizes the risk of fraud, manipulation, and victimization and is free and fair. Elections demonstrate 

the people's genuine will if well planned for and guaranteed to take place. Unfortunately, this has rarely been the 

case for Nigeria. Poorly executed, manipulated, or ridden with logistical failures, elections in Nigeria have mostly 

failed to reflect these ideals, with implications for the country's political stability and democratic consolidation. 

Electoral fraud undermines the sense of legitimacy of any government that comes from such contests. Elections 

are expected to demonstrate the ability of politics to be competitive because, without that aspect, governments are 

seen as illegitimate. 

 

 Thus, it is to be noted that the heightened apathy towards the electoral process in Nigeria has been hugely fuelled 

by voters' disillusion about unfair participation. This is particularly worrisome in the Southeast, which has often 

been regarded as a nursery ground of political agitation and election boycotts in Nigeria's modern history. 

Ikechukwu and Bamidele (2023) argued that this discontent spurs the need for comprehensive electoral process 

reforms to stamp out electoral fraud and restore trust in the electoral process. Where elections are fair and 

transparent, a functioning democracy is reinforced. 

The above findings necessitated this study, which seeks to assess Electoral Fraud and Political Participation: Case 

Studies from Nigeria's Southeast Region (2007-2015). 

 

2. Literature Review 

 

Theoretical Framework 

 

Overview of Theories on Electoral Fraud and Political Participation 

Electoral fraud and political participation a crucial object of study in political science and are analyzed using 

multiple theoretical lenses. Specifically, these lenses include Institutional Theory and Political Economy. 

 

 First, the institutional theory fits the subject matter. The theory stresses the role of institutions in shaping political 

behavior and political outputs. Specifically, Institutional Theory suggests that electoral institutions – be they 

electoral commissions, political parties, and voting rules – shape who wins or loses and, therefore, the likelihood 

and character of fraud. Electronic voting machines in a modern voting booth. In this view, institutions are features 

of an environment that structurally defines political behavior by prescribing the rules of interaction among 

essential players. For example, common-counting rules and the composition and size of electoral commissions, 

along with transparent regulation (or liberal media access), help prevent fraud. Conversely, institutional 

breakdown and weakness lead to potential fraud: inadequate monitoring mechanisms, for example, can enable 

fraudulent behavior (North, 1990; Maeda, 2019). 
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 Additionally, the political economy perspective relates to the project work itself. The political economy approach 

considers the economic and political incentives of electoral fraud. An edited volume on Political Economy of 

Electoral Fraud is set to be published by Palgrave Macmillan early next year while the format is likely to become 

a part of the research work. Political Economy focuses on how economic inequalities and the concentration of 

political power can incentivize engaging in corrupt behaviour. It suggests that where political elites face 

considerable pressure to win elections to safeguard their economic interests, this can incentivize election fraud as 

an additional tactic in preserving power. Economic pressures – over state resources and allocating patronage 

networks – are often thought to motivate those who commit and benefit from electoral fraud (Stigler, 1971; 

Persson et al., 2013). 

 

 Each offers important insights regarding the circumstances under which electoral fraud will likely occur. 

Institutional theory focuses on processes by which value-oriented institutions are erected and how these 

institutions can dissuade fraud. Political Economy, meanwhile, stresses the importance of economic incentives 

and power dynamics. By combining insights from these two theories, we better understand electoral fraud and 

actions that can check and counter it.  

 

Historical Overview of Electoral Processes in Nigeria 

 In the 63 years since Nigeria's independence from Britain in 1960, its electoral system reflects a long story of 

electoral manipulations and election boycotts, interspersed with coup d’états and military dictatorships of varying 

durations and the immediate period after 1960, known as the first republic, led to the collapse of the elected 

government in January 1966. The successive military regimes introduced various structural and practical changes 

to the legacies of independent Nigeria, which disrupted the system of democratic competition until 1999 when 

Nigeria resumed civilian rule. Ever since, there have been a series of general elections, each punctuating a grim 

entry in Nigeria's electoral calendar with accusations and counteraccusations of electoral malpractices and 

violence (Ojo, 2018; Nwosu, 2022). 

 

 Some key dates/events are 2003 – Controversial elections characterized by intense violence and widespread 

fraud/ballot box stuffing, vote-buying, and political thugs. 2007 ­– Controversial election characterized by intense 

violence and widespread fraud/ballot box stuffing, vote-buying, and political thugs. 2011 – Better than the 

previous election, but still not innocent (among several other irregularities, the vote for Buhari was subtracted by 

57,158 from his score in 2003, while the vote in support of Jonathan was added by 55, 888) 2015 – Election Day, 

thugs prevented voting from taking place while ballot boxes were smashed. On 23 March 2015, there was violence 

against voters in Rivers State. 2019 – Election Day. There were accusations of vote rigging, result manipulation, 

voter intimidation by desperate politicians, and voter bribery. 

 

Previous Studies on Electoral Fraud and Political Participation in Nigeria 
 Studies on Nigeria's electoral fraud and political participation highlight this consistent iniquity across election 

cycles. For example, a study by Bestiface Okolie and Christopher Anazodo (2021) on electoral fraud in the 

Nigerian legislative (speakers) elections indicates the will not of politicians to occupy political positions where 

they can quickly appropriate state resources as one of the motivating factors of electoral fraud in that country. The 

authors state that electoral fraud is a menace that poses considerable threats to the political process in Nigeria, 

with overt forms of election malpractices such as vote-buying and outright rigging willing tools for its 

perpetuation. They conclude that features of electoral fraud and evidence of corruption permeate the electoral 

process in Nigeria. The prevalence of managers of election proceedings coming from political parties is also 

documented as widespread across election cycles. The most common electoral fraud reported by the writers is 

vote buying and voter suppression, as well as tampering with results to settle scores with opposing candidates. 

 

 In particular, Ekpe and Eze (2022) explored the socioeconomic determinants of electoral fraud, arguing that 

poverty and unemployment heighten voters' vulnerability to electoral fraud. Similarly, Chukwuma (2017) 

examined institutional weaknesses that enable the proliferation of electoral fraud, noting that electoral reforms 

and strengthened oversight and sanctions are needed to combat politically motivated manipulations of the electoral 

process. 

 

 Given the evidence of the pervasive nature of electoral fraud as highlighted in historical and empiric studies and 

the fact that electoral reforms – though admittedly, having bettered the unhopeful 2003, 2007, and 2011 elections 

– have been rendered compromised by persisting institutional and socioeconomic deficiencies, we either continue 

along the trajectory or adopt new and more pragmatic approaches to evaluate elections in Nigeria. 
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Specific Challenges and Dynamics in the Southeast Region 
Southeast Nigeria is a unique context for exploring electoral fraud and participation. The Igbo group dominates 

the states that make up this region – Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo. They have been called 'Pent-up 

Democracy' because, even though they constitute 6 percent of the country's population, they participate in politics 

like 60 percent, with a very high voter turnout and severe partisanship (Umeh, 2019). 

 

 What is unique about electoral fraud in the Southeast is that it is contextualized by trends such as multiple and 

serial ballot box snatching, vote-buying, use of coercion, threats, and violence, and the wanton traveling of 

electoral materials by thugs and agents of politicians loyal to opposition parties to promote the interest of their 

governors in states like Ebonyi and Enugu. The fraud was evident in the 2015 and 2019 general elections when 

reports of electoral violence in the form of violent clashes between rival political actors/groups and votes and 

ethnic coercion based on voter affiliation in the Southeast were progressively on the increase. 

 

 Courts are expected to rubber-stamp the outcome of whichever way the situation has unfolded, as the stakes of 

regional politics can lead to all-out fighting. Just add it all up, and it's no surprise that a potentially lucrative area 

for scammers, such as the vote-buying industry, emerges. Alternatively, as Ezenwa puts it: 'The establishment of 

entrenched political patronage networks encourages fraud at the polling level. 

 

 Notably, within the South East, regionalism and ethnic loyalties further contribute to the politicization of voters 

and the development of electoral rivalries. Politicians in the region often appeal to these sentiments among voters 

and play the 'ethnic' card to gain favor and vilify the opposition. Notably, the consequences of such ethnopolitical 

mobilization now mean that the electoral environment in the Southeast is perpetually polarised, with fraud serving 

as a legitimizing device for political opponents and as a means of garnering the support of decision-makers biased 

against opposition supporters. 

 

 Equating ethnic identity and electoral fraud tends to become more pronounced in the Southeast region's political 

space. The manipulation of ethnic loyalties and distortions of political competition through fraud have their roots 

in more significant questions of governance and electoral integrity in Nigeria. Electoral integrity can, therefore, 

be a targeted focus for interventions aimed at improving the integrity of Nigeria's elections and processes, reducing 

the incentives for fraud, and increasing their inclusiveness while respecting the country's regional diversity. 

 

3. Methodology 

This study adopts the case study research design to investigate the relationship between electoral fraud and 

political participation in the South East from 2007 to 2015. The choice of case is the Southeast, one of the country's 

six geopolitical zones, known for the intense contestation among politicians and credible record of electoral fraud 

fuelled by regionalism and ethnic loyalties. The nature of the Nigerian post-military electoral saga drives the 

choice of this period. The country has consistently experienced electoral fraud from when the military handed 

over power in 1999 to the incumbent president, Muhammadu Buhari, in 2015. However, coupled with the 

extensive electoral fraud are efforts to sanitize the electoral process genuinely. Secondary sources such as official 

reports, newspapers, and academic articles were relied upon for the elicitation of valid information on electoral 

fraud and its impact on political participation. A purposive sampling scheme was used to select the data from a 

galaxy of public documents, newspaper publications, and academic outputs to ensure the quality and credibility 

of the sources (Okonkwo & Ezenwa, 2020; Omoregie, 2021). 

 

Qualitative method was used to examine the incidence and consequences of electoral fraud on political 

participation. Content analysis is brought in to discern persistent patterns of incidence and consequences of fraud. 

At the same time, statistical data drawn from the official reports on elections are analyzed to identify trends and 

anomalies. Among the key outcomes of this study is a level of understanding of the extent of fraud, the 

implications of the fraudulent activities for voter turnout, the legitimacy of the election results, public perceptions, 

and their outcomes on political participation in the region. The outcomes are expected to contribute to the 

discourse on electoral integrity and the prospects for democratic governance in Nigeria (Ekpe & Eze, 2022; Okolie 

& Anazodo, 2021). 

 

4. Case Studies 

Case Study 1: 2007 General Election in Anambra State 

 Description of the Case: Electoral fraud was widespread during Nigeria’s general election in Anambra State in 

2007. Ballot boxes were snatched and destroyed, voters were intimidated, and thugs disrupted the voting process 

in opposition strongholds. Electoral malpractice reportedly included vote-buying; in rural areas, voters were 

bribed into selling their votes. Political godfathers held significant sway; candidates with powerful backers 

allegedly rigged the election in their favor. (Udogu, 2019; Okoye, 2020) 
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 The Impact of Electoral Fraud on Political Participation: This electoral fraud led to voter disengagement with the 

political process. Many people lost faith in the political process as they felt they had no control over the election 

outcome. The loss of faith in democracy reduced voter turnout in later elections. The fraud also diminished trust 

in the electoral institutional framework essential for democratic participation in the state as it made it impossible 

in the eyes of the electorate that there was anything fair about the elections. As evinced by the massive electoral 

fraud, the weakness of the rule of law made it impossible for many to have faith going forward in the democratic 

machinery. The idea that disenfranchisement through electoral fraud weakens the basis of democracy is at the 

heart of the argument that such acts constitute a breach of the rule of law. One possibility is that Efobi feels she 

has already been sufficiently computationally ‘rid of the voter.’ 

 

Case Study 2: 2011 Governorship Election in Imo State 

 Nature of the Case: The fraudulent nature of the 2011 governorship election in Imo State in the Southeast was 

exemplary. This impaired election witnessed enormous discrepancies between what any independent observer’s 

report of voter turnout suggested and the biased almost 100 percent satisfaction among official voter turnout, 

whose early reports were quite active. Furthermore, clear cases of multiple voting and padding of scores favoring 

the ruling party were reported nationwide. Electronic voting officials were compromised to work for the 

incumbent governor. 

 

 We can see the consequences of electoral fraud and the impact on political participation in how the fraudulent 

manipulation of a 2011 governorship election in Imo State worsened voters’ perception of the cynicism of the 

electoral process and fostered further the culture of political apathy. The case examined the problematic 

accountability of incumbents, especially when their fraudulent actions allowed the party in power to preserve 

office despite widespread dissatisfaction with incumbent governance, which considerably weakened the 

democratic principle of representative governance (Nwosu, 2020). 

 

Case Study 3: 2015 Presidential Election in Enugu State 

 Details of the Case: The presidential election of 2015 in the state of Enugu in south-eastern Nigeria was relatively 

peaceful, but it was not without allegations of electoral fraud. Specifically, claims surfaced about over-voting, 

where the number of votes cast in polling units exceeded the number of voters registered to cast a ballot. There 

were also claims that certain areas where the opposition candidates enjoyed significant support – both high-profile 

candidates and local incumbents – were targeted for vote suppression, where voting materials, including ballots, 

ballot boxes, and voting cards, were not distributed in time if at all, leading to disenfranchisement of a considerable 

number of voters (Nnamani & Edeh, 2019). 

 

 Political Participation and Electoral Fraud: Participation in the last presidential election in Enugu State was 

further impaired by the general belief among voters that specific individuals hijacked the process to achieve their 

selfish political ambitions. Electoral fraud sapped confidence in the process, leading to voter apathy and, 

ultimately, lessened engagement in Nigerian politics, which is particularly worrisome given that Enugu State has 

a relatively high record of political participation. (Ezema, 2020). 

 

Comparative Analysis 

 Comparative Analysis of the Case Studies: Based on the findings, there were similar patterns of electoral 

malpractices across the three case studies. These electoral malpractices include ballot box snatching, voter 

intimidation, and vote manipulation. The difference in the research of each case study might have revolved around 

the time the fraud was perpetrated or to what level the electoral malpractices were alarming. However, the major 

problem was the perception of total distrust in the electoral system, which has led to a substantial political 

participation deficit across the south-east region of Nigeria. In each case study, the electoral malpractices 

prevented the people from freely or fairly electing the political candidate or party of their choice. These fraudulent 

practices favored the ruling party or incumbent candidates. In effect, elections without electoral malpractices 

create a democratic space for the electorate to elect the candidate or party of their choice freely. 

 

Significant similarities and differences exist in the layering of coercive tactics across the case studies. Across both 

contexts, coercion is defined by vote suppression in opposition areas and vote-buying. While the systematic use 

of electoral competition ploys can be seen in the 2015 presidential and the 2007 general election in Anambra 

State, the 2019 governorship election in Edo State far exceeds these cases regarding voter intimidation and 

systematic acts of violent and non-violent vote-buying. The 2007 general election in Enugu State brought 

increased voter violence (and subsequent displacement of voters) – but the highest level of systematic fraud was 

seen in the 2019 gubernatorial election in Enugu State. Simply put, each context adapted its electoral fraud tactics 

to its local political context, often exhibiting higher risks of voter violence the higher the electoral competition (in 
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this case, for the gubernatorial elections). However, similar to Anambra State, the aftermath of electoral fraud in 

Enugu State has proven more detrimental to citizens’ civic rights because the effect of fraud on political 

participation has been consistently negative, and voter participation has become steadily disillusioned with the 

electoral processes (Agu, 2019). 

 

 

Table 1: Comparative Analysis of Electoral Fraud and Its Impact On Political Participation In The South 

East Region Of Nigeria 

 

Aspect 

2007 General 

Election in Anambra 

State 

2011 Governorship 

Election in Imo State 

2015 Presidential Election in 

Enugu State 

Nature of 

Electoral 

Fraud 

Ballot box snatching, 

voter intimidation, 

vote-buying, political 

godfatherism 

Multiple voting, inflated 

vote counts, 

compromised electoral 

officers 

Over-voting, vote suppression, 

late delivery of voting materials 

Impact on 

Political 

Participation 

Decline in voter 

turnout, 

disillusionment with 

electoral process 

Increased political 

apathy, weakened 

democratic governance 

Widespread voter apathy, erosion 

of confidence in electoral fairness 

Scale of 

Fraud 

Widespread, involving 

both urban and rural 

areas 

Significant, particularly 

in areas favoring the 

ruling party 

Moderate, but targeted in 

opposition strongholds 

Tactics Used 

Physical intimidation, 

manipulation by 

political elites 

Electoral officer 

compromise, inflated 

vote counts 

Suppression of opposition votes, 

manipulation of voting processes 

Effect on 

Electoral 

Trust 

Erosion of trust in the 

electoral system, 

undermining of 

democratic 

participation 

Deepened cynicism 

towards elections, 

increased skepticism of 

results 

Further erosion of trust, 

discouragement of future political 

engagement 

Overall 

Outcome 

Contributed to a 

declining trend in 

political participation 

and democratic 

engagement in 

subsequent elections 

Further entrenched 

political apathy and 

distrust in the electoral 

process 

Solidified voter apathy, 

particularly in historically engaged 

regions 
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5. Discussion 

Impact of Electoral Fraud in Southeastern Nigeria  

Electoral fraud perpetuates structures of political participation and electoral integrity that are fundamentally 

disruptive to democratic cultures and institutions in Southeast Nigeria. As pointed out in Institutional Theory, 

which underscores the role of strong institutions in maintaining democratic processes, weak institutions are 

glaringly rife in the case of electoral institutions in Southeast Nigeria. Weak institutions such as electoral 

commissions, electoral oversights, and monitoring electoral processes have failed to create institutional 

frameworks that have the enduring power to check and prevent fraud (North, 1990; Maeda, 2019). For example, 

electoral commission offices in the region are not independent of state involvement, allowing for ballot box 

snatching, vote-buying, voter intimidation, and other forms of electoral malpractice to become rampant. Besides, 

these weak institutions have also facilitated massive electoral fraud, leading to massive numbers of adults refusing 

to participate in the electoral process due to a deep-seated lack of trust in its reliability. The unwarranted and 

sometimes arbitrary manipulation carried out in the electoral process by political elites to retain or consolidate 

economic and political power helps us understand the problem from the perspective of Political Economy (Persson 

et al., 2013). Both themes converge on the fact that economic inequalities or the types of concentrated economic 

power and privilege that have become fundamental in the region since the early 2000s give rise to pervasive 

incentives for corruption. These tendencies crowd out other motivations for costly assistance or investments in 

the formal political system, such as cultivating constituencies or promoting political equality. This observation 

about the massive prevalence of corruption favours the Political Economy view over the Institutional one, 

according to which more vital institutions should encourage more investments in the electoral system, as more 

straightforward arrangements will be more cost-effective in achieving practical goals. Thus, the fact that electoral 

fraud in Southeast Nigeria has taken on endemic proportions suggests that a simple remedy – as offered by the 

Institutionalists – may not be enough; instead, we require an all-embracing reform that translates institutional and 

economic priorities and conditions of electoral fraud such that the outcome is one in which elections are not only 

of substantial quality but are also free from penetration by powerful elites.  

 

Political Participation Dynamics 

 Political participation is dominated by electoral fraud and tends to alienate many citizens from voter participation. 

The idea of institutional decay has essential implications for our theory about electoral fraud in Southeast Nigeria. 

As suggested by the idea of institutional theory, a weakness or erosion in electoral institutions suggests poor 

credibility for fair outcomes, leading to low turnout and voter participation in the political process. Indeed, the 

predictability of fraudulent electoral outcomes in the region has led many citizens to withdraw from the electoral 

game altogether; in turn, this apathy and disenchantment from politics perpetuates the hold of political bosses who 

have ‘won’ their way in by the sheer power of intimidation and violence (Stigler, 1971). A political economy 

perspective may offer more insight. From a political economy view, electoral fraud in the region is likely to be 

driven by the objective economic incentives central to how political power and economic resources are 

concentrated in a few hands of the political elites in the Southeast. The political fractionalisation of an Igbo 

solidarity, coupled with the erosion of centralization of the Igbo traditional polity that had frequently given rise to 

civil wars and rebellions, left the region rife with predatory political elites who had no knack for the provision of 

public goods, or adherence to general rules of governing (North, 1990). Instead, to maintain their hold on political 

power at the expense of ordinary citizens, patronage networks in the region became a tool for enriching themselves 

and co-opting political competition along the ethnic and regional axes they could exploit. The result of this 

political economy scenario is that electoral fraud in the region seems less of an aberration of politics but a 

fundamental feature of a regional political culture. Why? Because, to the extent that the political economy 

perspective is concerned with facts and not just tone, the travails of electoral reform are not going to gain much 

traction unless they are accompanied by institutional reforms that break down patronage networks and promote 

economic policies that can reduce inequalities that further strengthen electoral fraud, at the expense of genuine 

popular participation in politics. In essence, corrective steps to mend the integrity of electoral processes in the 

Southeast would need to address the institutional weaknesses that drive fraud and sound economic policies to 

discourage patronage politics. 

 

6. Conclusion 

Summary of Findings 
 The case studies demonstrate the trend of institutional weaknesses, economic incentives, and entrenched political 

practices that reinforce electoral manipulation and distort political participation. Electoral fraud in Southeast 

Nigeria is broadly woven into the political culture as a systemic problem rather than a series of isolated cases. 

Consequently, apathy set in and has defined the political participation of ordinary citizens over the years. Electoral 

fraud has led to a rapid increase in electoral malpractices, voter apathy, and a gradual development of an anti-

democratic culture in Nigeria’s South/Southeast region. Not only does this allow powerful elites to capture the 
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electoral system, but it has also contributed to a substantial reduction in pro-democratic behaviour among ordinary 

citizens. It becomes relatively more tenable to attribute the various forms of electoral malpractices in Southeast 

Nigeria to the prevalence of poverty and deprivation than its actual root cause. The case studies concur with 

Institutional Theory and the Political Economy of development. The perpetuation of political and economic power 

in the hands of a few powerful elites and other groups at the expense of the majority is rooted in weak institutions. 

It underscores the instinct for self-preservation that characterizes the political class. Until these structural 

impediments to nation building and social justice are fully addressed, the electoral system in the Southeast region 

remains vulnerable to strong-men politics and the accumulation of private wealth. 

 

Implications for Electoral Integrity and Political Participation 
 The implications for electoral integrity and political participation are vast. Where dominant political elites tolerate 

such pervasive electoral fraud, as in Southeast Nigeria, it undermines the integrity of elected office and the very 

foundations of democracy itself. Where elections are widely perceived to be fraudulent and manipulated, voters 

often become alienated from politics, reduced by cynicism, anger, and apathy to the role of spectators rather than 

participants. Voter apathy and disengagement further facilitate elite manipulation of the election process, as it 

becomes easier to do so unimpeded. Moreover, the more elections are manipulated, the harder it becomes for any 

meaningful form of democracy to take hold. Breakdowns of institutional guardrails in everyday life and elite 

manipulation of economic and ethnic cleavages make it harder for a healthy democratic process to emerge. 

Therefore, achieving even a minimally healthy electoral process in Southeast Nigeria is not simply a matter of 

cleaning up technical aspects of the system but of addressing those factors that create fertile grounds for electoral 

fraud. 

 

Recommendations 

Overcoming the challenges of electoral fraud and the low levels of political participation in south-eastern Nigeria 

calls for policy reforms and changes to political institutions. One aspect of reform is to strengthen electoral 

institutions, including improving the transparency and accountability of electoral commissions and the oversight 

of elections and enhancing punishment for electoral fraud. Second, political reforms are necessary to reduce the 

incentives for fraud by reducing economic inequalities and breaking patronage networks. Patronage and the 

distribution of benefits from the state create incentives for fraudulent behaviour among politicians and their 

supporters. These incentives will only be reduced if economic inequalities are reduced and patronage is 

undermined, especially by creating a more inclusive and non-ethnic political culture of ‘national’ political 

inclusion and political patronage that is more evenly spread. Electoral reform is also essential and should be an 

integral part of a package of political reforms designed to encourage more excellent voter education and 

participation in the electoral process. 

 

Future Research Directions 
Despite electoral fraud in southeast Nigeria does not provide sufficient insights into the dynamics of electoral 

fraud and political participation in the region to enable us to make inferences about what policies would be more 

successful in reducing electoral fraud and increasing voter participation (turnout) in the affected political 

communities. However, further research on the relationship between specific electoral reforms and the incidence 

of fraud and the impact of civil society organizations (CSOs) and international monitors on monitoring elections 

and safeguarding electoral integrity can consolidate the gains. Future research can also explain how economic 

development and the economic empowerment program can reduce the chances of electoral fraud through political 

democratization. More importantly, comparative research on southeast Nigeria alongside the states of Kogi and 

Kano, where the factors of religiosity, ethnicity, and electoral fraud impinge on political stability, can contribute 

to problem-solving on how to address the problems of electoral fraud and associated political disruption in all the 

states of the federation and beyond the Nigerian context of electoral fraud. 
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