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Xm[ 
Edemede nchqcha a lebara anya na qnqdx mmqnwx Ijele n’etiti 
mmqnwx nd[ qzq niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo. Ebumnuche e ji bagide 
edemede nchqcha a bx ka e si na ya wee chetara xmxafq Igbo mkpa q 
d[ na ha jigidesiri omenala etimmqnwx ha aka ike. N’xzq pxrx iche, ka 
e si na ya mee ka qkwa mmqnwx Ijele nq na ndx ndi Igbo pxtawanye 
ihe. Mmqnwx Ijele nwere qnqdx d[ elu na ndx nd[ Igbo, mana n’oge 
ugbu a, xmx Igbo na-elezi etimmmqnwx a anya ka q bx arx. Nke a 
mere na mmqnwx Ijele na ugwu a na-akwanyere ya n’oge gboo na-
alazi ala n’oge nke any[ a. Q bx n’ihi nke a ka e ji bagide edemede 
nchqcha a ka e wee si na ya zipxta na q bx mmqnwx Ijele kacha 
mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, ma si n’xzq d[ etu a chekwaba ya. 
Xd[d[ nchqcha a bx nke si n’ihe a hxrx n’anya na n’ajxjx qnx. Atxtx e ji 
wee txchaa edemede nchqcha a bx ‘Atxtx Kenhazi’, nke na-eleba anya 
na mmekqrita a na-enwe n’obodo n’ogo d[ iche iche na n’qnqdx d[ iche 
iche. E mere nchqcha a n’agxmagx qd[nala ma bxrx n’isiokwu na-
ezipxta qkwa mmqnwx Ijele nq etiti mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo. 
A gbara ajxjx qnx, gaa n’qbaakwxkwq na intanet[ wee chxta nta ihe e 
dere n’edemede nchqcha a. A txchara xsa d[ iche iche e si n’xzq nd[ a 
nweta, nke e si na ha wee chqpxta na mmqnwx Ijele bx otu n’ime 
qd[nala etimmmqnwx e ji mara nd[ Igbo. Mmqnwx Ijele si n’qrxnka na 
nkwenye na mmxq wee pxta kacha mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo. 
Edemede a ga-abara qhanaeze na onye qbxla nwere mmas[ na mmqnwx 
Ijele nakwa qnqdx ya na ndx nd[ Igbo uru. 
 
 Abstract  
This research work looked into the position of Ijele masquerade 

amongst all the masquerades performed in Igbo Land. The purpose of 

the study is to act as a means of reminding the Igbo people of the 

importance of holding their tradition of Masquerade performance 

firmly. Most importantly, the study serves as a way of projecting the 
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position of Ijele masquerade in the life of Igbo people. Ijele 

masquerade is held at the high esteem by the Igbo people, but the 

present generation is looking at masquerade performance generally 

from the point of view of an abominable act. This is more reason Ijele 

masquerade is no longer seen as a thing of honour amongst this present 

generation to the extent of going into extinction. The study is provoked 

by this reason in order to establish that Ijele masquerade is the greatest 

of all the masquerades performed by the Igbo people, so that it will be 

preserved. The study is based on observation and interview, using 

structuralism as the literary theory for its analysis, because of its ability 

to look critically into the relationship that takes place in different levels 

and classes of people in the society. The area of the study is on the Oral 

Literature, dealing with the position of Ijele masquerade amongst all 

the masquerades performed in Igbo Land. The data for the study is 

sourced from personal observation, oral interview, library and internet. 

The data are analyzed with the following findings, that Ijele 

masquerade is one of the the traditions of Masquerade performance of 

Igbo people. That Ijele masquerade came into being from the art and 

belief in spirit. That Ijele masquerade is the greatest of all the 

masquerades performed in Igbo Land. This study will be of great value 

to the general public and any one interested in Ijele masquerade and its 

position in the life of Igbo people.  
 
Ndubata 
Nd[ Igbo na-ekwu n’okwu as[ na isi na isi ha bx n’okwu qnx,makana 
agwq niile na-eto oglogo mana e nwere eke nwe qh[a. N’omenala Igbo 
e nwere mmqnwx d[ iche iche ha na-eti nke ha na-akwanyere ugwu na 
nsqpxrx n’ogo iche iche na n’qnqdx d[ iche iche. Mmqnwx a na-eti 
qd[nala n’ala Igbo nke ugwu na nsqpxrx ha na-enye ha d[ elu gxnyere: 
Enyimmqnwx, Atx, Enyinnunu, Ugo, Izaga dgz, ha niile bxcha 
mmqnwx nd[ Igbo ji eme ka ndx na-atq xtq. Ka o silad[, q bx mmqnwx 
Ijele kacha mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo. Q bx nke a mere na 
qnqdx ya pxrx iche n’etiti mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, makana 
emume banyere ya zuruoke n’xzq d[ iche iche nd[ Igbo s[ ebi ndx. Q bx 
n’xzq d[ etu a ka ugwu na nsqpxrx a na-akwanyere ya si apxtawanye 
ihe.  
 
N’edemede nchqcha a, a ga-anq na ya wee leba anya n’etu nd[ Igbo si 
ahx mmqnwx Ijele d[ ka otu n’ime mmqnwx ha na-eti. Q bx n’ebe a ka 
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a ga-anq zipxta qkwa nd[ Igbo nyere ya n’etiti mmqnwx nd[ qzq, nke 
mere ha ji ekwu okwu as[ na mmqnwx agagh[ aka Ijele aka. Nke a 
pxtara ihe n’qkwa d[ elu ha nyere mmqnwx Ijele na ndx ha, d[ka otu 
mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo. Q bx n’Qmabala ka mmqnwx Ijele si 
wee gbasaa n’ala Igbo nke pxtara ihe nke qma n’emume qd[nala, nke 
na-enye okwu qnx qnqdx pxrx iche. N’otu aka ahx, q bx ihe a nxrx na 
nt[ na-eme ka okwu qnx d[ qgq. Ihe a hxrx n’anya n’ahx mmqnwx Ijele 
mere ka o nwe qnqdx pxrx iche n’ebe mmqnwx nd[ qzq nq. Echiche 
banyere qnqdx mmqnwx n’etiti mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, 
pxtara ihe n’okwu nd[ Igbo na-ekwu na “Ijele na mmqnwx qzq anagh[ 
agba n’ama otu oge.” Mmmqnwx Ijele bx mmqnwx e ji mara nd[ Igbo 
n’oge gboo na-alaz[ azx n’oge ugbu a. Edemede a ga-eme ka echiche 
nd[ mmadx qkachas[ xmxafq Igbo banyere mmqnwx Ijele d[wanye 
qhxx. Nke aga-eme ka ugwu na nsqpxrx a na-akwanyere Ijele n’oge 
gboo ghara [la kpam kpam, maka na q bx otu n’ime emume qd[nala e ji 
mara nd[ Igbo. Edemede nchqcha a ga-abara qhanaeze uru, q bx nke a 
mere na q d[ mkpa na e dere edemede a. N’ihi na nke a ga-eme ka 
qhanaeze matawanye ya, ma si n’xzq d[ etu a na-akwalite qnqdx ya 
n’ala Igbo. 
  
Ntuleghar[ Agxmagx 
Atxtx e ji wee txchaa edemede a bx Atxtx Kenhazi. Atxtx na-ekwu na 
ihe qbxla mmadx na-eme bx ihe e ji asxsx ezipxta bx ihe d[ mma. 
N’xzq pxrx iche, q na-ele ihe qbxla anya n’usoro e si hazie ya, iji zipxta 
mmekqr[ta d[ na mpaghara d[ iche d[ iche n’otu qrunka nke nwere 
akxkx ahx d[ iche iche. Dobie (2012:151-3) kqwara na Atxtx Kenhazi 
bx amxmamx sayensi banyere etu ihe si arx qrx. Q na-ekwu na o 
nweghi ihe nwere nghqta zuru oke n’onwe ya, kama na otu ihe na-
enyeaka na nghqta ibe ya. N’ihi na ihe niile bx akxkx nke otu ihe nke 
ihe niile bu otu n’ime ya. Onye ji atxtx kenhazi atxcha edemede nka, si 
na ya eme ka a mata na ihe edemede ahx na edemede qzq ji yie onwe 
ha. Q sqgodu ya bxrx nnyocha banyere obodo na ibe ya, ihe atxtx a na-
eleba anya bx [chqpxta myiri d[ n’etiti obodo na ibe ya. Nhazi bx etu 

echiche si ahx ihe nke q bx ya bx etu q si aghọta xwa. N’xzq d[ etu a, 
echiche na-ahazi ihe niile n’otu n’otu ma na-ahqpxta nd[ esonyeghi 
n’otu ahx. N’ebe onye ji atxtx kenhazi nq, asxsx na-enye aka n’ime ka 
q hx akxkx d[ iche iche banyere otu ihe. Richeter (809) zipxtara echiche 
d[ etu a oge o s[ na ihe niile mmadx na-eme bx asxsx ka ga-eji zipxta 
ya. Atxtx a kwenyere n’asxsx na ihe nd[ e ji ezipxta ya, d[ ka qrxnka, 
na atxrxatx bx xzq kachas[ mma kar[a ederede na ekwurekwu.  
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Peirce Kqwapxtara atxtx a n’xzq atq nd[ a: Nke mbx bx ihe eserese ma 
q bx ihe a txru atx na-egosipxta nwoke na nwaany[. Nke abxq bxrx na 
ihe q bxla a kpqrq aha, a mara nke na-eso ya n’azx ma q bx ka nwanne 
ya si d[. Qmxmaatx nke bx ihe d[ ka “qkx na anwxrx. Nke atq bx na ihe 
metxtara ihe a kpqrq aha. Ihe nd[ a na-ezipxta echiche mmekqr[ta 
mmadx na ibe ya, ka e si na ya ezipxta mmekqr[ta mmadx na mmqnwx 
Ijele d[ ka mmqnwx qhaobodo n’xzq pxrx iche n’edemede a, mgbe q 
bxla any[ hxrx ha ma q bx metx ya aka. Qghqm kachas[ pxta ihe 
banyere atxtx a, bx na xtqasxsx qd[naala akwxdos[gh[ ike. Nd[ nkwado 
atxtx a gara n’ihu na-ezipxta nkwenye ha na agxmagx ederede ka mma 
kar[a nke e kwuru n’qnx. Q bx n’ihi nke a, ka Ferdinard De Saussure ji 
gbaa mbq, ma gaa n’ihu n’iji atxtx kenhazi wee na-atxcha qrxnka. 
 
Mmqnwx  
Qtxtx mmadx ekwuola echiche ha, nd[ odee edekwala qtxtx ihe banyere 
mmqnwx. Otu onye n’ime ha bx Nwadike (1992) kqwara na mmqnwx 
sitere na mkpxrxokwu abxq a bx “mmxq” na “qnwx” nke pxtara mmxq 
nd[ nwxrx anwx ma q bx mmxq nd[ichie. Ikeokwu na Onyejekwe 
(2004:31) kwadoro echiche a ma gaa n’ihu kwuo na q bx nkwenye nd[ 
Igbo na mmxq ndiichie na mmxq nd[ qzq nwxrx anwx na-apxta na-
akpaghar[ n’ala nd[ d[ ndx n’xd[ mmqnwx. Nwadike (2003:56) mere ka 
a mara na mmqnwx bx qrxnka ma bxrx xzq kachas[ mma nd[ Igbo na 
nd[ mba Afr[ka nd[ qzq si egosipxta mmekqr[ta d[ n’etiti nd[ d[ ndx na 
nd[ nwxrx anwx. Madx (2004:57) kwadoro echiche a mgbe o kwuru na 
mmqnwx bx qrx aka mmadx nke si n’ihe nk[t[ banye n’ihe nke mmxq. 
Na q bx mmqnwx ka nd[ Igbo si egosipxta na nd[[chie nwere ike niile 
ma mazuo ihe niile mere na mmadx anagh[ agbagha iwu ha tiri. 
Omenchqcha kwadoro echiche nd[ a e zipxtarala banyere mmqnwx, 
n’ihi na q bx awxrx e si na ya ezipxta agwa na onyinyo d[ iche iche 
n’xwa a na kwa n’xwa nrq. Mmqnwx nwere xd[ d[ iche iche ma na-arx 
qrx d[ iche iche site n’ebumnuche e ji eti ya.  
 
Otu echiche a ka Enekwe (1981:153) zipxtara otu echiche ahx mgbe ha 
s[ na mmqnwx abxgh[ nke ebumnuche ya bx ka q na-akq akxkq, kama 
na qd[mara pxtara ihe e ji mara ya bx mmeghar[ ahx, nke q bx [gba na-
ezipxta ihe q na-eme. Na ihe q bxla q na-ekwu na-eme ka a ghqta ihe q 
na-agba n’egwu. Okwu qnx ya enweghi ihe q na-ezipxta maka na q bx 
egwu q na-agba mere ka mmqnwx nwe ugwu ma na-enye nd[ nkiri afq 
ojuju. Ugonna (1981:497) s[ na obom ebe mmqnwx a na-agba nwere 
qda e ji aja rxq o si na ya na-ebu amxma ma na-ekwu okwu na n’ikike 
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d[ egwx mere na ihe q bxla o kwuru na-ab[a na mmezu. Onyeneke 
(1987) n’aka nke ya s[ na ihe niile nq n’awxrx bx mmqnwx n’ihi na 
mmqnwx niile agagh[ ad[ n’otu xd[ ma q bx zaa otu aha makana na q 
bx nkx d[ na mba na-eghere mba ite-nri. Omenchqcha kwadoro echiche 
a n’ihi na mmqnwx niile agagh[ ad[ n’otu xd[ n’aka nke qzq mmqnwx 
niile anagh[ arx otu xd[ qrx. Maka na xd[ qrx mmqnwx na-arx na-enye 
aka ezipxta etu q ga-ad[. 
 
Mmqnwx Ijegle  
Iloegbunam (2015) mere ka a mata ihe bx Ijele oge q s[, “Ijele bx okwu 
na-ezipxta inwe ume maqbx ike nke na-ezipxta echiche na q na-ad[ arq, 

site na akarangwa e ji arụ ya n’oge gboo.’’ Echiche a pxtara ihe n’okwu 
bx “jee lelee ma qg[r[ga q waala g[”, a na-agwa mmqnwx Ijele. Q bx 
mkpqbiri okwu a bx ‘jee lelee ma qg[r[ga q waala g[’, maqbx ‘jee lelee 
ma ike ibu ibu q d[ g[’ ka a na-akpq “Ijele” n’xzq mkpirisi.’ Q gara 
n’ihu kwuo na mmqnwx Ijele mara mma nke ukwuu n’ihi na o nweghi 
ihe ad[gh[ n’elu ya. Q d[ka akwxkwq e dere usoro obibi ndx nd[ Igbo, 
n’ihi na ihe qd[nala nd[ Igbo niile d[cha n’elu ya. Q bx nke a mere na 
nd[ Igbo na-ekwu n’okwu ma na-agx n’egwu na-as[ na mmqnwx 
agagh[ aka Ijele aka. Edozie (2015) zipxtara echiche a mgbe q s[, ‘q bx 
Ijele kacha mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, n’ihi na a rxrx Enyi 
Mmqnwx ka o buo ibu iji mara ma q ga-eme ka Ijele laa ma na o nwere 
qkpa anq’. Q s[ na q bx naan[ mmqnwx Ijele bx mmqnwx nwere xkwx 
abxq buru ibu ma d[kwa arq, maka na mmqnwx niile d[ n’ala Igbo nq 
n’isi Ijele.’ 
 
Q bx echiche a ka An[akq (2002:327) mere ka q pxta ihe mgbe q s[ na q 
bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx nd[ Igbo na-eti, ma gaa n’ihu kwuo na q bx ya 
na-edu mmqnwx nd[ qzq ma bxrxkwa eze mmqnwx. Q s[ na mmqnwx 
Ijele na-egosi [d[ n’otu ihe e kere eke n’xwa a. N’otu aka ahx 
Amankulo (2002:404) kqwara na Ijele bx mmqnwx mara nnukwu mma 
ma nwe ugwu mere na q na-eri obodo nnukwu ego iji rxq ya. Q s[ na o 
buru nnukwu ibu ma na-agba egwu qgxgx, egwu qgbugba na-eme ka 
nd[ nkiri na-eche na q ga-ada ada site na etu nzqxkwx ya si d[. Nnekwe 
(2015) zipxtara na Ijele bx mmqnwx buru ibu, maa mma nke ukwuu 
n’xd[ gbara mmadx ghar[[, maka na q bxghi ihe otu onye nkiri hxrx 
n’elu Ijele ka ibe ya hxrx, n’ihi na ihe nq n’elu ya hiri nne. Q s[ na q bx 
nke a mere nd[ Igbo ji ekwu okwu as[ na ‘nkiri mmqnwx Ijele jiri chi.’ 
Udealq (2015) kqwapxtara na q bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx d[ n’ala Afr[ka 
wee buo ibu ma bxrx onyinye pxrx iche si n’ala Igbo d[ n’obodo 
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Naijir[a. Q gara n’ihu, kwuo na nd[ obodo d[ iche iche n’Anambra 
Steeti nke d[ na nd[da-qwxwa anyanwu ala Na[jir[a, na-eti mmqnwx 
Ijele n’emume xfqdx d[ka akwamozu na emxme e ji akpqku mmxq 
qmxmx, na xba ihe akxkx ubi bx emume pxrx iche a na-eme n’oge 
qkqchi.  
 
N’otu aka ahx ka Nwachukwu (2003:166) s[ na qtxtx mmadx na-ekwu 
na Ijele kacha mmqnwx a na-eti n’ala Igbo. Q na-ad[ ka xlq ma na-
anqchite anya ihe niile nd[ Igbo mara na ihe ha ga-ama d[ka agbxrx. 
Nweke (2015) n’aka nke ya mere ka a mata na mmqnwx Ijele na-
ezipxta [d[ ukwu, [bx eze nakwa qgaranya. Q s[ na obodo niile d[ 
n’Ayamelum na-eti mmqnwx Ijele n’ebe q d[ ukwuu, mere na ogbe 
qbxla nwere nke ha. Edozie (2015) mere ka echiche a pxta ihe oge q s[ 
na Ijele bx mmqnwx qhaobodo na-eti, nke mere na otu onye enwegh[ 
ike iti ya maka na o nwere  ego. Q bx nd[ obodo na-akwado Ijele, mere 
na ihe niile banyere etimxmmqnwx Ijele ahx bx nd[ obodo na-eme 
nkwado ya. Q bx otu echiche ahx ka Nwakaeze (2015) zipxtara oge q s[ 
na n’oge gboo mgbe ihe banyere etimxmmqnwx Ijele nwere ugwu, q 
na-agba n’ama ebe niile edere jii akwxkwq osisi niile akwxrx otu ebe. 
Ka o silad[, echiche nd[ odee a zipxtara banyere mmqnwx nakwa 
mmqnwx Ijele d[cha mma n’xd[ ha, ma na o nweghi nke qbxla n’ime 
ha a ga-eji nqchite anya edemede nchqcha a, n’ihi na o nweghi nke 
qbxla n’ime ha zipxtara ihe banyere ‘qnqdx mmqnwx Ijele n’etiti 
mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo.’ Mmqnwx Ijele nwere nnukwu qkwa 
n’etiti mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, q bx nke a mere na 
Omenchqcha na-ar[q ka enye edemede a ohere n’etiti edemede nd[ qzq. 
N’ihi na q ga-eme ka ugwu na nsqpxrx pxrx iche ha na-akwanyere ya 
n’etiti mmqnwx nd[ qzq pxta ihe.  
 
Mmalite Mmqnwx Ijele n’Ala Igbo 
Mmqnwx Ijele malitere n’ala Igbo n’oge, nke na o nwegh[ onye nq ndx 
ugbu a, nwere ike ikwu mgbe Ijele mbx gbara. O nwegh[kwa onye nq 
ndx ugbu a nwere ike [kqwapxta onye qrxnka mbx rxrx awxrx Ijele 
n’ala Igbo. Ikenegbu (1981) zipxtara otu echiche a mgbe o kwuru na o 
nweghi onye qkpxite nq ndx ugbu a mara etu qrxnka [kpx ite si bata 
n’obodo anyi. N’otu aka ahx, Okunna (2011:84) kqwara na o nwebeghi 
onye mara onye mbx kpxrx ite n’obodo Ọka Nd[agx. Q bx qnqdx d[ etu 
a ka a hxrx n’ebe mmqnwx Ijele nke a chqpxtara na q bx n’Qmabala ka 
o si wee gbasaa n’ala Igbo d[. Q bx n’Xmxeri nke d[ n’okpuru qch[ch[ 
ime obodo Qwxwa anyanwx Qmabala ka a chqpxtara na mmqnwx Ijele 
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si gbasaa n’ala Igbo. Akxkqala na agxmagx qnx kwuru na q bx 
n’Xmxd[an[ n’Ikenga Xmxeri ka mmqnwx Ijele si wee malite. 
 
 E nwere ike ikwu na mmalite etimmmqnwx Ijele n’ala Igbo bidoro oge 
echiche ihe nzuzo bx mmqnwx batara n’echiche ha. A ga-elekwa 
mmqnwx Ijele anya d[ ka ihe malitere na ndx nd[ Igbo oge ha ka nq na 
ndx jupxtara oke ntaramahxhx, [kpa ike, na ime odogwu, mere na a na-
ahx etimmmqnwx Ijele d[ka nnukwu ihe n’ala Igbo. Iloegbunam (2015) 
zipxtara echiche a mgbe o kwuru na q bx osisi a na-akpq “ukpi” ka e ji 

atx ihe qtxtx na-ad[ n’awxrx Ijele n’oge gboo. Q bx nṅomi ihe a nagh[ 
ahx anya d[ qkpx na ndx mmadx mere na mmqnwx Ijele si na nkwenye 

na mmxq. Q bx nṅomi a ka onye qrxnka zipxtara site na-[rx awxrx 
mmqnwx Ijele d[ka qrxnka, nke a  mere ka qnqdx ya d[ elu n’etiti 
mmqnwx nd[ qzq a na-eti n’ala Igbo.   
 
Mbupute Egwu Ijele  
Qkwa mmqnwx Ijele nq n’etiti mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo, 
pxtara ihe n’ebe q d[ ukwuu n’emume mbupute egwu ya. Q bx n’abal[ 
ga-efopxta xbqch[ mmqnwx Ijele ga-agba, ka e ji ka e ji ebupute egwu 
mmqnwx Ijele. Nd[ na-ebu xzq egwu mmqnwx Ijele na edu nd[ mmadx 
agba egwu ahx nke nd[ na ach[kqba ya, na-ahaziri otu d[ iche gbara 
mbq banyere mmqnwx Ijele ahx ebe ha ga-anq wee gbaa egwu nke ha. 
Otu nd[ a gxnyere xmxaka nwoke na xmxnwaany[, xmxagbqghqb[a na 
nd[ nne nwany[. Olasunkanmi (2002:65) zipxtara echiche banyere etu e 
si ahazi ndi mmadx n’otu n’otu mgbe q s[ na a na-enwe ezi mmekqr[ta 

n’etiti nd[ na-agba egwu na nd[ na-eti [gba nke na-eme ka qṅx pxrx 
iche d[ n’ebe a na-agba egwu. Q bx egwu a nd[ mmadx nq n’otu d[ iche 
iche n’obodo na-agba n’abal[ ka a na-akpq “{chq mmqnwx Ijele.”  
 
{mx Anya Abal[ Mmqnwx Ijele 
A na-amx egwu mmqnwx Ijele otu afq maqbx kar[a ma nqrq na ya mee 
qtxtx nkwado banyere ya. {mx anya n’abal[ ga-efopxta xbqch[ q ga-
agba bx otu n’ihe a na-eme iji weta nkwado niile a na-eme 
etimmmqnwx Ijele na-ab[a n’isi njedebe. N’[mx anya abal[ 
etimmmqnwx Ijele a, q bx naan[ xmxnwoke nd[ obodo ahx na-eti 
mmqnwx Ijele ka q d[[r[. Q bx n’ime abal[ ka obodo na-eti Ijele ji aga 
ilo e ji elele etu mmqnwx Ijele ahx ga-esi wee gaa. Edozie (2015) mere 
ka a mata oge q s[ na mmqnwx Ijele ga-agba n’abal[ ga-efopxta xbqch[ 
q ga-agba ka e wee lelee etu q ga-es[ agba. Q gara n’ihu kwuo na q bx 
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onye qrxnka ga-enye mmqnwx Ijele ajx, n’ihi na q bxgh[ ihe niile ka e 
ji ebu ya.  
 
{chq Mmqnwx Ijele 
N’obodo Igbo ebe a na-eti mmqnwx Ijele, a na-achq ya n’abal[ na 
n’xtxtx tutu q pxta n’qhaobodo d[ka otu n’ime emume pxtara ihe 
n’etimmmqnwx Ijele. Emume nd[ a bx nke e si na ha ezipxta qnqdx 
mmqnwx Ijele nq n’etiti mmqnwx nd[ qzq na ndx nd[ Igbo. Ka e si 
achq mmqnwx bx na nd[ na-eti mmqnwx ga-eburu [gba a na-etiri 
mmqnwx ahx, na-eti egwu ya iji gwa nd[ obodo na mmqnwx ha na-
achq ka q pxta. Enekwe (1991:12) mere ka a mata uru egwu bara oge q 
s[ na e s[ n’[gba egwu enweta xba nke qmxmx na ihuqma ma were ya 
na-achxpx ajq mmxq na ike ajq onye. Q bx oge nd[ na-achq mmqnwx 
Ijele gachara obodo n’xtxtx xbqch[ ahx q ga-agba, wee lqghach[ n’ebe 
qda Ijele d[ ka q ga-eji pxta n’qda.  
 
Mpxta Mmqnwx Ijele 
Q bx n’xtxtx ka mmqnwx Ijele ji apxta n’ama obodo. Mgbe qbxla Ijele 
pxtara n’qda wee gawa n’obodo ma q bx n’obom ihe nkiri niile na-
akwxs[. Nd[ niile na-agba egwu n’ama obodo ma nwoke ma nwaany[ 
na-abxkwa nd[ na-ekiri. Naan[ ihe a ga-anx bx [gba Ijele na egwu 
maqbx abx a na-etiri ya. Nd[ mmadx na-anq okirikiri n’ama ebe nd[ qzq 
ga-arigo elu osisi ka ha wee hxta mmqnwx Ijele nke qma. Iloegbunam 
(2015) kqwara na q bx n’xtxtx n’ihe d[ ka elekere asaa na elekere asatq 
ka mmqnwx Ijele ga-agba n’ama izizi ji apxta n’qda. Mmqnwx Ijele si 
n’qda na-apxta ya na nne, nna na odo ya, nd[ obodo na-agba egbe 
maqbx mkpqnala e ji etipxta ya. Emume [gba egbe a na-egosi qkwa d[ 
elu mmqnwx Ijele nq na ndx nd[ Igbo.  
 
Ezinaxlq Mmqnwx Ijele 
Mmqnwx Ijele na-enwe ezinaxlq gxnyere: Ijele, nne, nna na odo maqbx 
polisi abxq. Mmqnwx anq a bxcha qrxnka pxrx iche n’xd[ ha. Oguguo 
(2007:41) zipxtara echiche banyere mmekqr[ta d[ n’ezinaxlq mgbe q s[ 
na ezinaxlq nwere mmxq [d[ n’otu na nkwudosike na-esi n’echiche nd[ 

bikqrq qnx n’qṅx apxta. Ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele a na-ekwu okwu ya 
n’ebe a abxgh[ ihe banyere mmqnwx ya na Ijele nwere otu xd[, d[ka 
mmqnwx a na-akpq Akwxnaechenyi. Kama na q bx ezinaxlq mmqnwx 
Ijele si na ya pxta nke nd[ mejupxtara ya bx mmqnwx ise nd[ a, nne 
Ijele, nna Ijele, mmqnwx Ijele n’onwe ya na odo Ijele abxq.  
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Mmqnwx Ijele 
Mmqnwx Ijele kacha mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo ji xkwx abxq 
aga ije. Q bx mmqnwx were qkwa d[ elu n’ala Igbo na kwa n’ezinaxlq 
mmqnwx Ijele mere na q bx ya ka e ji akqwa mmqnwx nd[ qzq 
mejupxtara ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele. Ijele mara mma ma buru nnkwu 
ebube n’etiti mmqnwx niile nd[ Igbo na-eti. Q bx mmqnwx a na-
akwanyere nnukwu ugwu na nsqpxrx n’xzq pxrx iche. Q bx ebube, 
mma na ibu mmqnwx Ijele buru mere e ji akpq ya eze mmqnwx niile 
n’ala Igbo. (A ga-ahx ihe banyere mmqnwx Ijele nke qma n’ebe e mere 
ntuleghar[ agxmagx n’edemede nchqcha a.)     
 
Nne Mmqnwx Ijele 
Nne mmqnwx Ijele bx otu n’ime mmqnwx ise d[ n’ezinaxlq Ijele. Q bx 
mmqnwx pxrx iche n’ime mmqnwx niile si n’ezinaxlq a, n’ihi na q na-
ezipxta akparamagwa nne nwaany[. Q bx site n’akparamagwa ya na 
ejiji ya, ka e ji amata nne mmqnwx Ijele. Iloegbunam (2015) zipxtara 
echiche a mgbe q s[, ‘Nne Ijele na-ad[ ka nwany[ na-eme omenala, kere 
ekike nd[ chiri [yqm.’ Nne mmqnwx Ijele na-abx mmqnwx mma ya na-
apx iche site n’etu onye qrxnka txrx ya si wee tuq ya. Nne Ijele na-
ejikere d[ka nne nwaany[ a lxrx na obi nd[ nwere nnukwu akxnaxba.  
 

   Nna Mmqnwx Ijele 
Nna mmqnwx Ijele n’aka nke ya bx otu n’ime mmqnwx mejupxtara 
ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele a. Q bx site n’okpu mmemme na abxba ugo e 
tubere ya n’isi ka e ji amata mmqnwx Ijele. Q na-ebu qdx enyi-okike 
n’ubu ya, ma jide akxpe nd[ nze n’aka. Q na-anya aka n’olu ya ma yiri 
akwa dara oke qnx ah[a nke na-ezipxta ya d[ ka onye chiri qzq. Nna 
mmqnwx Ijele a na-akpqkwa “Onuku” na-enwe nnukwu ihu ma jiri 
ejiji nd[ ichie maqbx nd[ qzq. Iloegbunam (2015) kqwara na nna 
mmqnwx Ijele na-ad[ ka onye chiri qzq n’ala Igbo.  
 
Odo Mmqnwx Ijele 
Odo maqbx polisi mmqnwx Ijele bxkwa otu n’ime mmqnwx 
mejupxtara ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele. Q bx ya na-eme ka qhanaeze mara 
na Ijele na-akwado [gba, ma na agbakwa ama oge q ga-agba, site n’ije 
obodo d[ iche iche ebe a na-alx xmxnwaany[ nd[ obodo ahx, iji gbasaa 
ozi banyere etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. Qrx qzq pxrx iche Qdo na-arx bx 
qrx nchekwa, d[ka nd[ uweojii nyere mmqnwx Ijele. Polisi mmqnwx 
Ijele na-eme ka nd[ mmadx ghara [b[a Ijele, nne na nna ya nso. 
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Oriri Mmqnwx Ijele 
Oriri mmqnwx Ijele bx otu n’ime emume obodo qbxla tiri mmqnwx 
Ijele na-eme. Oriri a na-ab[a ma mmqnwx Ijele gbachaa, q kachas[ 

mgbe Ijele gbara na-enweghi nsogbu qbxla iji egosipxta qṅx ha nwere 
maka na mmqnwx Ijele ha gbara nke qma. Q bx n’echiche a ka Mvula 
(1990:92) mere ka q pxta ihe oge q s[ na ‘[gba egwu, ikx aka, [gx egwu, 
[gbaliaja elu na emereeme jikqtara aka qnx wee ruo n’ebe kacha elu 
n’emume ahx.’ Oriri mmqnwx Ijele a d[ xzq abxq pxtara ihe gxnyere: 
oriri obodo na-eri na nke nd[ mmadx d[ iche iche na-eri n’ezinaxlq ha 

makana etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx nwetara ha qṅx. A b[a n’oriri 
qhaobodo, ha na-egbu ehi na ewu wee sie oriri ahx, nke ha ji eleta nd[ 
qb[a b[ara maka mmpxta mmqnwx Ijele ahx. Nd[ qb[a na-ab[a n’oriri 
ahx gxnyere nd[ enyi ha, nd[ qgq ha na nd[ ikwunne na ibe ha.  A ga-ele 
nd[ ahx qb[a n’xzq pxrx iche n’ihi obi qma ha na nkwado ha nyere 
n’otu xzq ma q bx nke qzq mgbe ha na-eme nkwado banyere 
etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. Iloegbunam (2015) mere ka a mata nke a oge q 
s[ na q bx chi ga-efopxta xbqch[ mmqnwx Ijele ga-apxta ka e ji akwado 
qnqdx ebe nd[ mmadx d[ iche iche, nd[ enyi na xmxada si n’obodo d[ 
iche iche ga-anq. Q bx n’oriri qpxpx ihe maqbx etimmmqnwx Ijele a, 
ka nd[ mmadx ji enye nd[ obodo maqbx nd[ nwere qrx pxrx iche 
n’egwu mmqnwx Ijele ahx onyinye.  
 
Ezinaxlq d[ iche iche nq n’obodo tiri mmqnwx Ijele na-erikwa oriri ha 

ji egosi qṅx na obixtq ha banyere mmqnwx Ijele ahx, n’ihi na e kechaa 
n’ama e kee na mkpuke. Oriri mmqnwx Ijele ahx na-ekpokwa qkx 
n’ezinaxlq mmadx anq qrx ha pxrx iche n’etimmmqnwx Ijele ahx. 
Mmadx anq nd[ a gxnyere mmadx abxq buru xzq Ijele na mmadx abxq 
qzq, chiri nne na nna mmqnwx ahx. Oriri ahx na-apxta ihe n’ezinaxlq 
mmadx anq a n’ihi ya q bx qrx d[r[ nd[ ezinaxlq ha na ha ga-egbu ewu 
wee sie oriri maka qrx pxrx iche nd[ nke ha rxrx n’etimmmqnwx Ijele 
ahx. N’xzq pxrx iche, onye e chiri nne na nna mmqnwx Ijle ga-eji ewu 
wee sie oriri maka qkwa ichi nne na nna mmqnwx Ijele e buliri ha. 
Qtxtx mmadx na-ab[a egosi ha obi xtq makana Ijele ha so wee tie 
mmqnwx Ijele gbara nke qma. A na-enye ha ihe onyinye d[ iche iche 
d[ka mmekqr[ta ha si wee di. N’aka nke qzq, obodo mmqnwx Ijele ha 

dara ada ma q bx mere ihe ihere anagh[ eji qṅx eri oriri ya.  
 
Mmechi 
Edemede nchqcha a lebara anya n’qnqdx mmqnwx Ijele nq n’etiti 
mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala Igbo. E si n’edemede a wee chqpxta na q 
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bx Ijele kacha mmqnwx niile nd[ Igbo na-eti, site n’ugwu na nsqpxrx 
ha na-akwanyere ya n’oge gboo. Q bx ihe banyere qkwa mmqnwx Ijele 
nq n’ala Igbo mere na a na-emere ya emume qd[nala d[ iche iche iji 
mee ka q gbaa nke qma. E nwere ezinaxlq mmqnwx Ijele nke q bx 
mmqnwx ise gxnyere: mmqnwx Ijele, nne, nna, na odo ma q bx polisi 
abxq mejupxtara ya. Q bx n’Xmxeri d[ n’okpuru qch[ch[ n’ime 
Qwxwaanyanwu Qmabala ka mmqnwx Ijele si wee gbasaa n’ala Igbo. 
Omenchqcha na-atx elo na q bx ihe kwesiri ekwesi na xmxafq Igbo na 
nd[ qch[ch[ nq n’ala Igbo nyere aka iji hx na mmqnwx Ijele na emume 
a na-emere ya d[ ka qnqdx ya si d[ ghara [la n’ala Igbo. Nd[ Igbo na-
ekwu okwu as[ na q bx mma onye nwere ka o ji ana aka, maka na q bx 
nkx d[ na mba na-eghere mba ite. N’ihi nke a o kwesiri ka enye 
etimmmqnwx Ijele ohere tosiri ya n’edemede nchqcha a, n’ihi na nke a 
ga-eme ka e si n’xzq d[ etu a kpqghachi echiche nd[ Igbo azx n’ihe 
banyere mmqnwx Ijele na qnqdx ya n’etiti mmqnwx niile a na-eti n’ala 
Igbo. 
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