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ABSTRACT 
 
The study sets out to examine the displaying of masquerades. The writers started with an 

introductory aspect and clarification of the concepts. The condemnation of masquerade 

displaying in Igbo land by religious sects as a result of the secret things they do before the 

displaying of the masquerade have caused a setback in this Igbo cultural practice. Hence, the 

purpose of this paper which is based on cultural practice is to examine the past and present 

practices, and to condemn those that are worthy of display as a result of the evil and secret 

acts involved in it, and to encourage the present day generation to be part of this cultural 

practices. The method approached in this write-up is descriptive survey design with the 

review of related literature. Recommendations were made to ameliorate the problems which 

include resustaining the masquerade practices, x-raying their usefulness to the entire Igbo 

society and world at large. It concluded by suggesting the ways of solving the problem and 

the way forward. 

 

Okwu Mmalite 

 

Nd[ Igbo bx otu n’ime agbxrx atq bukarichara n’ala Na[jir[a. E nweela qtxtx akxkq gbasara 
otu nd[ Igbo si malite mana e nwebegh[ ezigbo nkwekqr[ta banyere akxkq nd[ a. Ma site n’ihe 
nd[ a chqpxtara n’Igbo-ukwu nke bx njirimara nd[ Igbo gosiri na nd[ Igbo anqqla ihe d[ ka 
puku afq ise gara aga. Ha bx nd[ maara onwe ha, nd[ na-agba mbq na nd[ gbasiri ike. A na-
ahx ha na mba d[ iche iche, ha na-asxkwa otu xd[ asxsx, otu ihe j[kqrq ha qnx bx omenala ha. 
 
Anozie (2003:106) kqwara “omenala d[ ka xzq d[ iche iche nd[ mmadx si ebi ndx, emume ha, 
ihe ha na-eri, iyi akwa na ikele ekele. Agbxrx qbxla enwegh[ omenala nwxrx anwx n’onwe 
ya, ihe gbasara obibi ndx d[ mkpa na ndx mmadx bx otu n’ime ihe na-egosipxta omenala. 
Nke a mere mmadx jiri pxq iche n’ebe ihe nd[ qzq Chukwu kere eke d[. Omenala Igbo bx ihe 
nd[ ahx e jiri mara nd[ Igbo na-eme d[ ka ilu nwaany[, ile qmxgwq, echichi d[ iche iche, igba 
mmanwx, ekike, igba mgba, ihe oriri ha dgz. Omenala pxtakwara ìhè n’ihe nd[ a, qch[ch[, 
okpukperechi, akpamaakx na ewumewu nke igba mmanwx bx otu n’ime ya. 
 
Ekwealor (2010:29) kqwara “omenala d[ ka otu nd[ si ebi ndx ha. Q bx omenala nd[ ka e ji 
amata ha. Q bx nke a mere na q d[ nnukwu mkpa na nd[ qbxla ga na-echekwa omenala ha”. 
Ogbalu (1981) n’ime Ekwealor (2010:29) kqwara omenala d[ ka “Ihe any[ na-eme otu any[ si 
ad[ ndx, ihe any[ na-eri na ihe any[ na-etinye n’ahx na otu any[ si eji ejiji, ihe e jiri mara 
any[ d[ ka mba, abx any[ na-abx, egwu any[ na-ete, omume na agwa any[ na-akpa. 
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Ebe a maara nwoke Igbo qbxla weere omenala  na qd[nala d[ ka ihe d[ oke mkpa na ife ofufe, 
igba mmanwx bx otu  n’ime omenala nke Igbo d[ ad[ n’oge gbqq, nke qtxtx mba d[ iche iche 
n’ala Igbo na-agba ya d[ ka xzq nd[ qbxla si eme nke ha. D[ ka Xtq-Ezeajxgh (2009:48) siri 
kqwaa, “mmanwx bx omenala jikqtara usoro qch[ch[ na okpukperechi qd[nala nd[ Afr[ka”. Q 
gbakwxnyere s[ na iji uri, abx, ukwe, [gba, egwu, iti [gba na akxkq n’egwu, akxkq ifo, nkqwa 
ntqala/agxgxala, mbxrx, as[nilu, enyouche, ihe mgbama, na ihe nd[ qzq ka ha ji egosipxta 
obibindx, mmekqr[tana ndx ha. Ikpu ekpo jupxtara n’ihe mebere mmekqr[ta na mmas[ ha 
nwere n\[gba mmanwx. D[ ka Achebe (1958) siri kwuo: 

 
E wepxgh[ ala nd[ d[ ndx n’ebe nd[ ichie maqbx nd[ nna 
nna ha d[. Na a na-enwe qpxpx na mbata n’etiti ha 
qkachas[ n’oge mmemme. 

 
Nke a na-egosi na a na-enwe mmekqr[ta n’etiti nd[ d[ ndx na nd[ nwxrx anwx n’ihi na 
nd[ Igbo kwenyere na mmanwx bx mmxq siri n’ala nd[ mmxq b[a [hx nd[ ha d[ ndx. 
Mmanwx d[ ka nkwenye nd[ Igbo abxgh[ mmadx kama q bx mmxq nd[ nwxrx anwx nke 
nd[ Igbo si n’xzq pxrx iche akpqpxta mgbe ha chqrq ha, maka nchekwa na nlekqta. 
Mmekqr[ta ha na mmadx na-eweta udo n’obodo ma nye nd[ mehiere maqbx nd[ mebiri iwu 
obodo nataramahxhx.  
 
Mmalite {gba Mmanwx 
 
Q bx eziokwu na obodo qbxla nwere xzq ha na nd[ mmxq si enwe mmekqr[ta site n’ikpuru 
ihe d[ ka ekpo, n’ihu ha. Iji gosi otu nd[ mmxq nwxrx anwx na-ad[. A bia n’ihe gbasara 
mmalite mmanwx, nke any[ ga-eleba anya bx mmalite nke Owu. Mmalite Owu (History of 
Owu Festival) D[ ka Nwaneri (1999:27) kqwara nd[ Igbo kwenyere  na nd[ mmxq bx xzq hx 
otu nwaany[, xjq wee txq ya, o wee kpqq d[ ya. Nd[ mmxq wee mee ka d[ ya nabata ha. Ha 
wee gbaa qgbxgbandx gosikwa ya ihe nzuzo niile d[ n’ime Owu. Nwoke ahx wee gbaghar[a 
n’ime obodo kqqrq ha ihe gbasara Qwu na Okorosha. Nd[ nke nabatara ya ka e mere ka ha 
gbaa qgbxgbandx. Ha wee kpq otu ha ahx otu Owu. Qtxtx mba d[ iche iche n’ala Igbo 
nabatara ya d[ ka xzq ha na nnanna ha nwxrx anwx si enwe mmekqr[ta. E nwere mmanwx a 
na-ekpu d[ iche iche nke obodo qbxla nwere aha ha na-akpq nke ha. 

 
Xd[ Mmanwx d[ Iche Iche 
 
Mmanwx d[ iche iche n’otu ha d[ iche iche na-eso na mmemme nd[ a. Xfqdx n’ime mmanwx 
nd[ a na-ewere qnqdx nnxnx na anxmanx nd[ d[ ntak[r[ d[ ka qkxkq, [ny[nya, agwq, agxiyi, 
dgz. Xfqdx bx nd[ na-anqchite anya ihe mara mma n’obodo, nd[ nwere qtxtx qd[nala d[ ka 
xmxagbqghq nd[ d[ gara gara na nd[ okoro jqrq njq ma nd[ okenye na-ehuda ehuda aga ije. E 
nwere mmanwx nd[ d[ ka: Okorosha, Owu, Qkqnkq, Ekpo, Agaba, Agbqghq mmxq, 
Akxezuqzq, Enyi, Qkacha, Xlaga, Nne ugo, Enyi mmiri, Anyinya ka agx mma, Akakpq 
mmxq, Ajibusu, Ijele, Agbadike, Atxma dgz 
 
Xd[r[ edemede usoro e si mee nchqcha ederede a nabatara ngaghar[ ajxjx qnx na ile ihe 
onyonyo (video) site n’aka nd[ na-agba ya. Odee wepxtara xfqdx ajxjx ederede nke ga enyere 
ya aka iga n’ihu n’ide ederede a maqbx nweta qs[sa n’aka nd[ a jxrx ajxjx maka ya. Ajxjx 
nd[ a gxnyere: 
 

 Nkqwa banyere Mmanwx Xmxqfq 
 Mgbe e ji agba ya 
 Nd[ na-agba ya 
 Usoro a na eso mgbe a na-agba ya 
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 Uru d[ n’igba mmanwx Xmxqfq 
 Ihe qghqm d[ n’[gba mmanwx n’Xmxqfq dgz. 

 
Site n’ime ihe nhqrq txmbqm txmbqm nd[ e jiri nweta ihe nd[ a gxnyere: 
 

 Nd[ nwoke d[ afq iri abxq rue afq  iri atq na ise. 
 Nd[ nwaany[ d[ afq iri abxq rue iri atq na ise. 
 Nd[ nne na nna d[ afq iri anq gawa. 

 
Nkqwa banyere Mmanwx Xmxqfq 
 
Owu ma q bx Okorosha bx otu omenala nd[ Xmxofo ji agx agxgx. Nd[ Xmxofo sitere na 
obodo Awo-Omamma b[a biri n’ebe ha bi taa. Nd[ Awo-Omamma na-agba Owu na Okorosha, 
ya mere [gba Owu na Okorosha bidoro n’Xmxofq d[ ka mgbe Xmxqfq jiri bido d[wa. D[ ka 
Nze Okachanma Azarama siri kwuo,  q d[gh[ ihe d[ iche n’akxkq Owu na Okorosha na akxkq 
Xmxofo. 
 
A na-agba Owu na Okorosha n’onwa nke asato. A na-ebu uzq gba Owu n’qnwa nke isii, izu 
xka abxq gacha, e bido gbawa Okorosha. Tupu ebido gbawa Okorosha, a ga-ebuzq kpqtxrx 
onyeisi Owu bx “Ogbulue” bxkwanx onye na-elekqta “Arishi echere”. Ya na nd[ ji aka oke 
na Owu na Okorosha ga-enwecha nzukq tupu a malite gbawa Owu na Okorosha. Ada onye isi 
Owu ahx bxkwa “Ada e chere” ga-esokwa na nzukq ahx. D[ ka Nze osimiri siri kwuo, nke a 
bx xzq xmxnwaany[ si esonye n’atxmatx [gba Owu na Okorosha. 
  
A na-agbakari Owu na Okorosa mgbe e tinyechara ihe n’ubi, na-ezu ike qrx, ma na echekwa 
ibido owuwe ihe ubi. Nd[ mmadx anagh[ agazi qrx, ya mere e ji emume [gba Owu na 
Okorosha eme ezuruike n’xlq. Onye hx Okorosha ka q na-eti na-agafe, otuwe ya aha d[ iche 
iche ma kpqbata ya n’xlq ya. Ihe nd[ a na-akpa obiqma ma na-enyekwa a]xr[ d[ ka Nze 
Adizue Ugonna siri kqwa ya. Nke qzq, a na-eji ya agx afq, mgbe qbxlq a gbachara Okorosha 
e bido emume iri ji qhxrx. Emume Okorosha bx nnukwu ihe n’obodo Xmxqfq. Mgbe qbxla a 
na-eme ya, nd[ agbata obi nd[ Xmxqfq na ejupxta wee soro na-enwe obi xtq. O jupxtara 
n’oriri na o]x]x. Q d[gh[ xd[r[ Okorosha ji akwa d[ iche iche dara oke qnx a na-agagh[ ahx 
n’obodo Xmxqfq. 
 
A na-agbakwa Okorosha mgbe qbxla oke mmadx nwxrx n’obodo Xmxqfq. Nke a na-egosi 
nkwanye ugwu na ezi nsopxrx. Qzqkwa, mgbe qbxla oke qb[a b[ara n’obodo Xmxqfq, a na-
eji Okorosha nabata ya. Mgbe a na-echi Eze, na echiche nd[ qzq zuru obodo  qnx, a ga- 
agbakwa Okorosha na Owu. Nd[ na agbakar[ Owu na Okorosha bx xmxnwoke, nd[ bara 
n’Owu na Okorosha (initiation) nwaokorob[a n’emegh[ emume [ba na Owu na Okorosha bx 
(ofeke). A ga-apia ya xtali, ma mekwa ya ihe ihere (humiliation). Site n’ihe ihere a na-eme 
nd[ mmadx, q na-ebutekar[ esemaokwu. Mgbe xfqdx a kpqq nd[ uwe ojii na nd[ xlq ikpe. Ihe 
obi a]xr[ abxrxzie ihe obi qjqq. Nke qzq, xmxokorob[a na eji ya achx xbq, site n’[p[a nd[ iro 
ha ihe, ma nd[ nwoke ma nd[ nwaany[.  
 
E nwere mmanwx nd[ na-agba n’ehihie, nwee nd[ na-agba na-abali. D[ ka Ubesie (1987:98-
99) siri kqwa ya; nd[ nke na-agba n’ehihie gxnyere nd[ a: Qgba egwu nke [chx qsq, nke [gx 
egwu, nke obodo ji akpa nganga, nna mmqnwx na okpe udo n’etiti mmanwx na ibe ya. Chi 
jie ha alakpuo. Mmanwx nke abali d[ ka o sikwa kqwaa gxnyere nd[ a; Qgbaagx, Ach[ukwx 
na Omenikoro. Ha na-apxta naan[ n’abali, q bxgh[ onye qbxla na-ahx mmanwx abal[ anya. 
Mmanwx abali abxgh[ mmanwx xmxaka q bx nd[ isi ha akara aka na-ahx mmqnwx abali 
anya. 
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Iti mmanwx bx otu n’ime ihe nd[ Igbo ejigh[ egwuri egwu na mmemme qbxla ha na-eme 
maka na q na-enye ha obixtq. Mmanwx d[ ka Qfqmata (2012:498) kqwrara “mmxq nd[ nna 
nna any[ ha nwxrxla anwx n’oge tere aka nke ha nwere ike ikpqpxta mgbe ha chqrq”. Ebe 
nd[ Igbo kwetawaranx na mmanwx si apxta bx n’qnx agbxsi n’ihi na q bx n’ime ala ka 
mmanwx na-ebi. Q bx nke a kpatara ha ji asi na mmanwx bi n’ime ala mana aja anagh[ emetu 
ha n’isi. 
 
Ubesie (1987:98) kqwara mmanwx d[ ka “mmxq nna nna any[ ha nwxrx anwx, nd[ na-ab[a ka 
ha na mmadx na-emekq ihe n’ihe gbasara oriri na egwuregwu d[ n’obodo”. N’ihi nke a, ugwu 
a na-akwanyere mmanwx na-adi ka nke mmadx nwere ike ikwanyere nd[ nwxrx anwx ma q 
bxrx na ha apxta n’ihe. Nke a mere e ji agbara mmanwx qsq maka na q kwes[r[ na mmadx ga 
na-atu nd[ mmxq egwu, q bx ya kpatara nd[ na-agba ya na-ekpu ihe iyi egwu n’ihx ha iji gosi 
na q bx etu nd[ mmanwx na-ad[. Ihe mere imi ha ji eto ogologo bx mgbe mmxq nd[ a nwxrx e 
tinyere ha n’ili na-azq ha xkwx wee zqp[a imi ha o wee too ogologo, ihu ha ad[ mbara, okwu 
ha na-ekwu bx n’ime nke a nagh[ anxtacha ihe ha na-ekwu. Xd[r[ efe na akpxkpq anx ha na-
eyi agba mmanwx na-egosi etu ike na ebube ha d[. Ekwealor (2010:169) kqwara “nd[ Igbo 
kwenyere na mmanwx bx mmxq nd[ nke ha nwxrx anwx bx nd[ na-apxta n’eluxwa ka ha na 
nd[ nke d[ ndx nwee mmekqr[ta”. Na nkwenye nd[ Igbo, mmanwx bx nd[ nwxrx anwx na-
apxta ka ha na nd[ d[ ndx nwee mmekqr[ta. 
 
Nzeako (1979:179) hxrx mmanwx ka ihe nwere ugwu na nsqpxrx pxrxiche, na otu nke 
mmadx olenaole nwere ike ijikqta qnx tie mmanwx. Nke a mere o jiri na otu mmanwx, 
bxkwa otu nzuzo n’obodo niile. Nd[ na-abagh[ n’otu ahx ad[gh[ esonye otu mmanwx qlx. 
Mmadx anagh[ aba otu qbxla mgbe q sqrq ya, kama q ga-ar[q nd[ otu mmanwx n’ogbe ma q 
bx n’obodo ha, ka ha nabata ya n’otu mmanwx ha. A ga-akqwakwara ya ihe nd[ q ga-eme iji 
bata na ya bx otu. 
 
Ifemesia (1980:80-81) hxtara na otu mmanwx nd[ Igbo bx otu na-enye aka [hx na mmekqr[ta 
nd[ Igbo na omenala ha guzosiri ike site n’ichekwa oke ruru ha, ezi omume ha ma na-
akpakwa nd[ mmadx obi q]xr[. E jikwa ya azxlite xmxaka nand[ okenye. Nke ka nke na q na-
e nwete [d[ n’otu n’etiti xmxnna”. Mmanwx bx ihe na-eme ka obodo na-ekpo qkx. Q na-eme 
mmemme qbxla d[ elu. Mmanwx na-apxtakar[ n’oge a na-eme mmemme obodo. A na-eti 
mmanwx oge a na-akwa ozu, oge a na-eme arxs[, oge a na-agba ekeresimesi na ista. Egwu ha 
na-agx, ejiji ha na-eji, egwu ha na-agba na-ewetara nd[ nkiri obi a]xr[. 
 
Enekwe (1987:70) chqpxtara na ihu mmanwx nd[ Igbo (mgbe xfqdx a kpqq ya mmqnwx, odo, 
omabe, ekpe dgz n’ihi na e nwere qtxtx mmanwx) bx mmxq nna nna any[ ha lqrq xwa, nd[ ka 
nwere mmas[ n’ihe omume gbasara egwumegwu d[ n’obodo. Mmanwx nwere ikikere n’ebe 
ndx na qnwx nq. Ha nwekwara ikikere ime mkpebi, ikpe ikpe, [banye ebe qbxla mee ihe 
qbxla ha chqrq ime. Ihe kpatara nke a bx na otu mmanwx bx otu jupxtara n’ihe omimi nakwa 
okwukwe nd[ mmadx nwere n’ebe mmanwx nq. Ha na-echekwa ihe nzuzo ha na-eme, q 
nagh[ apxta ihie. Naan[ nd[ nq n’ime otu a na-amata ebumnuche ha. Nd[ na-abxgh[ nd[ otu ha 
na-anq n’xjq, uche ha bx n’xfqdx na-eji na otu ha nq were emesi onye ha na ha ad[gh[ na 
mma ike maka agagh[ ekpe ikpe ha ekpe. 
 
Aguh (1992:87) kwuru na mmanwx bx mmxq nna nna any[ ha nwxrx anwx, nd[ na-esi n’qnx 
anwxnta apxta b[a mezuo ozi ha kworo pxta ma laghachikwa azx n’ala mmxq site n’otu xzq 
ha si pxta. Site n’ugwu na nsqpxrx nd[ Igbo nwere n’ebe mmanwx nq mere ka q baa uru. A 
na-eji mmanwx were ekpezi esemokwu d[ n’etiti mmadx na ibe ya. A na-eji ya agbata xgwq e 
ji n’obodo. Ha na-eme ka udo d[ n’obodo. Ebe e nwere ndqrqndqrq ala, a na-edunye 
mmanwx ka q gaa kpeziere ha ma chqpxta onye rụrụ ala. A na-ejikwa ya ebelata ihe qjqq 
n’obodo. N’ezie, mmanwx bx otu nzuzo n’ala Igbo. Q bxgh[ onye qbxla na-aba ya. Q bx 
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sqqsq xmx nwoke bx nd[ tozuru ihe e ji nwoke eme na-aba n’otu mmanwx. N’ihi na q bx ihe 
nzuzo anagh[ anabata onye na-anqgh[ ya ka q b[a ha nso. Nke a mere na a na-akpọ nwoke 
n’amagh[ maka mmanwx n’ala Igbo Ogbodu. A na ewekwa Ogbodu otu ahx e si ewe 
nwaany[ n’ebe mmanwx nq. Ihe gbasara otu nzuzo d[ na mmanwx abxgh[ ihe odee chqrq ide 
kama q ga-eleba anya n’uru na qghqm d[ n’igba mmanwx. 
 
Uru Mmanwx na-aba 
 
Mmanwx bara nnukwu uru n’ala Igbo. Uru nd[ a gxnyere; 

 Mmqnwx na-enye aka echekwa iwu na omenala Igbo 
 Mmanwx na-enye aka akwxs[ ihe qjqq ma q bx nd[ na-eme ihe qjqq, ma nyekwa ha 

ntaramahxhx d[[r[ ha. 
 Mmanwx ka nd[ Igbo ji emesi onye isike ike 
 Q bx mmanwx ka e ji eri nd[ nupxrx isi n’iwu obodo nha 
 E ji mmanwx akwxs[ nwaany[ qjqq siri di na xmx ya nri n’oge ndeeri. 
 Q bxkwa mmanwx ka e ji akwxs[ nd[ na-emebi mmiri obodo, nd[ na-anyxnye ya ns[. 
 E ji mmanwx na-akwa ozu onye nwere agba n’obodo iji kwanyere ya ugwu 
 Mgbe obodo na-eme nnukwu nzukq siri ike nwere ike ibute oke mkpqtx, q bx 

mmanwx ga-enye aka ime ka ebe nille daa jxx 
 E ji mmanwx eri nd[ na-abiagh[ qrx obodo iwu 
 Q bx mmanwx na xtar[ ka e ji echi nwata qbxla na-eme isi ike qnx n’ala, n’ihi nke a 

nwata qbxla na-ejisi ike na-erubere nne na nna ya isi ka nd[ mmxq ghara igbu ya oge 
a na-agba mmanwx. 

 Q bx mmanwx ka e ji eme ka nwata na-ebe akwa mechie qnx 
 Ha anagh[ ap[a nd[ okenye nwaany[ na nwaany[ d[ ime ihe 

 
Oge e ji Agba Mmanwx 

 A na-agba mmanwx mgbe a na-eri ji qhxrx  iji kpaa nd[ obodo obiqma ma nqr[e oge 
 A na-agba ya iji kwaa ozu onye nwere agba n’obodo ma q bx ozu nwaokorobia, ka q 

d[ ka mmadx nwxrx 
 A na-agba mmanwx n’oge qnwa Disemba 
 A na-agbakwa ya mgbe obodo nwere nnukwu qb[a d[ ka nd[ Gqqmenti, nd[ nleta 

obodo, dgz. 
 Mgbe onye otu mmanwx nwxrx, e ji mmanwx akwa ya. 

 
Mmanwx na-apxta mgbe obodo na-eme emume d[ a]aa d[ ka na mmemme obodo ha, nke a 
ga-agba n’ebe d[ iche iche d[ ka obodo siri hazie ya ma q bx txpxta alo. Nke a mere Xto-
Ezeajugh jiri s[: 

N’oge emume d[ ka mmemme qd[nala nd[ obodo ma q 
bx nke ncheta nd[ nna nna ha nwxrxla anwx, mmanwx 
sitere n’ogbe na qnxmara d[ iche iche na-apxta 
n’qgbqama egwuregwu, n’ah[a, n’xlqakwxkwq, 
n’qgbakqrq na ebe qbxla d[ obodara nke qma nwere ike 
[ba nd[ nlereanya. 

 
Qghqm d[ n’{gba Mmanwx 
 
Nd[ otu mmanwx nwere qtxtx agwa qjqq ha na-akpa. Agwa qjq nd[ a gxnyere; 

 Ha na-ezx ewu na qkxkq nd[ mmadx n’abali mgbe ha na-agba mmanwx 
 Nd[ mmadx na-ebi n’xjq txmad[ xmx nwaany[ na xmxagbqghq n’oge a na-agba 

mmanwx 
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 Ha na-edebe xfqdx iwu na-ad[gh[ mma iji kwanyere mmanwx ha xgwx na nsqpxrx. 
 Ha na-eji mmanwx ha achq okwu d[ iche iche d[ ka [kpar[ nd[ okenye, [p[a 

xmxagbqghq ihe maka na ha jxrx ime ha enyi. 
 Mmanwx na-abata n’xlq mmadx were ihe mas[r[ ya, o nwegh[ onye ga-ekwu okwu 

maka na q bx mmxq. 
 A nagh[ akpqrq mmanwx ikpe ma q bxrx ma o mee ihe qjqq maka na mmadx na 

mmanwx anagh[ ekpe ikpe. 
 A na-eji ya efe arxs[ 
 Xfqdx mgbe nd[ na-agba ya, o na-ebutere ha nsqgbu nke ime mmxq, ma q bx ha 

akpawa agwa ka nd[ mmxq. 
 Nd[ na-agba ya jx [gba mmanwx, xfqdx mgbe mmanwx na-enye ha nsogbu ka ha b[a 

fewe ha. 
 Xfqdx nd[ na-agba ya na-eji ya etufu qrx bekee ma q bx ah[a ha na-azx 
 Ha na-eji ya abq qbq iji megide nd[ ha na ha na-adigh[ mma n’oge a na-agba 

mmanwx. 
 Ha na-eji ya emegide ekpemekpe nd[ xka n’ihi na xmxnwaany[ na xmxagbqghq 

agagh[ ab[a xka mgbede d[ ka oge qmxmx ukwe ha bx kwaya (choir) ihe qmxmx 
akwxkwq nsq, otu xmx Mary, ekpere abali dgz. nke na-ebute ndqghach[ azx. 

 Ha na etinye qgwx na xtar[ ha, mere onye a p[ara ya na-enwe ihe mmeru ahx, na-
ebute qr[a xfqdx mgbe qr[a-ahx na-egbu ha. 

 Qzq ka ibe ya bx na nd[ nwaany[ na nd[ nwoke na-agbagh[ mmanwx ma q bx nqrq 
n’otu mmanwx, nd[ nq n’otu mmanwx agagh[ ekwe ha gaa ebe ha chqrq [ga. Nd[ ahx 
ga-agba ha mmanya ma q bxgh[ otu ahx, mmanwx ga-ala ha n’iyi ma q bx nye ha ihe 
mmerx ahx. 

 Xfqdx mgbe, nd[ na-agba mmanwx gbachaa ihu ha d[ ka ihu ekpo ahx, q gagh[ 
ad[kwa ka ihu mmadx qzq. 

 Q na-abx onye chqrq ipxta na mmanwx ma q bx ibxla mmanwx ebe e siri bute ya, ma 
o mezugh[ iwu d[ na ya, mmanwx ahx ga-egbu onye ahx ma q bx nd[ ahx. 

 Xfqdx mmanwx na-abx tupu ha ekwe ka e dulaa ha, ga-ewere obi xmxokorobia nd[ 
gbara ya ma q bx nd[ ikwu na ibe ha. 

 
Nsogbu na Qd[da {gba Mmanwx 
 
Site n’qbibia nd[ qcha na xka ekpemekpe nke Kristi, nd[ mmadx wepxrx obi n’[gba mmanwx. 
N’uche ha, ha si na q bx xzq nd[ mmadx iji efe arxs[, kar[a ife Chukwu okike. Nd[ na-agba ya 
na-eji ohere ahx emesi nd[ iro ha na nd[ na-esogh[ n’otu mmanwx d[ ka xmxnwaany[ ike. 
Xfqdx mgbe, q na-abx mgbe a gbachara mmanwx a ga-enweriri ihe qdachi d[ iche iche d[ ka 
igbu mmadx, imebi akunaxba nd[ mmadx, [kwxsi nd[ na-aga xka tutu rue mgbe a gbachaa 
mmanwx. Nd[ qb[a bi n’obodo ahx na-ala obodo ha n’oge a na-agba ya ka a ghara imesi ha 
ike. Nke a na-ebute ndqghachi azx n’akparamaakx na mmepe obodo. Qzq d[ ka ibe ya bx na 
xmxnwaany[ nd[ a machibidoro [banye n’otu mmanwx nwere ike itinye atxmatx d[ mma ga-
eme ka oganiihu d[ n’obodo enwegh[ ike ime nke a. Nke a ebutela qtxtx ndqghachi azx n’ihi 
na a maara xmxnwaany[ d[ ka ide ji ezinaxlq. Nke a mere e ji as[ na “onye zuru nwaany[, 
zuru mba”. 
 
Qzq bx na xfqdx nd[ isi agbamụrụmanwụ obodo anwxchaala. Xmx ha enwegh[ ike [bx nd[ isi 
mmanwx. Nke butere qd[da [gba mmanwx. Qzqkwa bx na xfqdx xmxokorobia na-aga ezuru 
ihu mmanwx obodo resi nd[ qcha nke mere mgbe  a ga-agba mmanwx a chqwa ihu mmanwx 
nd[ ahx achq. Ebe {gba mmanwx bx ihe mmefu ego, nd[ mmadx anagh[ ekwe ewete ego n’ihi 
na ha na-eche na q bx ife arxs[. Qtxtx nd[ mmadx anagh[ alqta xlq [b[a lee otu e si agba 
mmanwx.  
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Xfqdx ihe nzuzo d[ n’ime {gba mmanwx: Ihe nd[ a na-eme tutu agbawa mmanwx na-eme ka 
nd[ gxrx akwxkwq na nd[ xka na agbaara {gba mmanwx qsq. Ihe nd[ a bx isi sekpu nti mere 
{gba mmanwx jiri laa azx n’ala Igbo. 
 
Kedx ihe a ga-eme iji Weghachi Qnqdx, Ugwu na Nsqpxrx Mmanwx n’ala Igbo 

 Ka e wepx agwa qjqq rere ure a na-ahxta d[ n’ime mmanwx. 
 Ka e wepu ihe nzuzo d[ na ya ma nabata ya d[ ka qhanaeze na nke onye qbxla 
 Ka nd[ xka nabata ya mgbe qbxla ha na-eme emume n’xka ha d[ ka oge owuwe ihe 

ubi, (Harvest) xbqch[ emume ncheta mgbe e bidoro xka ha. 
 Ka mmadx niile nabata ma kwadoo {gba mmanwx ma wepu ihe qjqq niile d[ n’ime 

ya. 
 Ka a gaa n’ihu na-eji ya egosipxta ezi omume na ajq omume. Nke a ga-eme ka e too 

ezi omume ma katoo ajq omume. 
 Ka e were ya katqq nd[ kpara agwa qjqq site n’ijije ihe qjqq ha mere n’qgbq ma q bx 

qha obodo. Nke a ga-eme ka ime ihe qjqq laa. 
 Ka nd[ Gqqmenti kwalite ma nye obodo qbxla ohere {gba mmanwx nke ga-apxta 

n’onyonyo (television) 
 Ka nd[ gqqmenti wepxtakwa ohere asqmapi maka {gba mmanwx nke ha ga-anq n’isi 

ka o nwee xgwx na ebube, obodo qbxla a chqpxtara ji qgwx agba nke ha, ka achxpx 
ha n’[sq mpi d[ ka e mere n’obodo Ind[a bx nd[ jiri qgwx gbaa bqqlx xkwx ewepx ha 
n’asqmampi bqqlx xkwx. 

 Ka nd[ na-agba ya were egwu Chineke na-agba ya. Q ga-eme ka onye qbxla nabata ya 
ma soro n’emume {gba mmanwx bx nke ga-eweta obixtq, udo, [hxnanya na [d[ n’otu 
nye mba niile d[ n’ala Igbo. Nd[ ichie nd[ hapxxrx any[ omenala a ga-enwekwa obixtq 
na ihe ad[wo mma. 

 
Nch[kqta na Mmechi 
 
D[ ka a hxtara n’ederede a, “{gba mmanwx bx otu n’ime ihe e jiri mara nd[ Igbo qkacha 
obodo Xmxqfq d[ na Steeti Imo. Qtxtx uru ka q bara na ndx nd[ Igbo n’agbanyegh[ na xfqdx 
nd[ mmadx na-ahxta ya d[ ka otu nzuzo. E ji mmanwx egosipxta ihe obixtq n’ala Igbo, jiri ya 
akatq ma q bx na-ejije ihe qjqq maka qd[mma nd[ mmadx. Isiokwu ya wee bxrx ka a kwadoo 
{gba mmanwx ma wepx iwu nd[ ahx megidere nd[ qbxla [banye n’otu a, ka nd[ xka na 
xmxnwaany[ nwee ike isoro n’{gba mmanwx. Nke a ga-enye aka weta udo na [d[notu n’etiti 
nd[ Igbo bx nd[ na-agba mmanwx d[ iche iche e jiri mara agbxrx Igbo. 
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