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ABSTRACT

Thisstudyexploredtheimplicationsofsocialinequalityonsustainable
development in Africa. With uneven distribution of factor and
productionrelation,powerandwealth,nationsform alliancesformutual
advancement.Contrarily,associationaltiesbetweencountriesbearing
unequivocalbelief,powerandwealthhavenotsignificantlytranslated
into equalrewards.Vested interest distorts effective resources
exploration, diversification and distributions of benefits. Partial
alienationandmultipleexploitationsresulttosuspicion,hostilityand
distrustamongnations.Althoughthisconstitutesamajorproblem in
Africa,fewresearcheshaveexploredtheeffectsofsocialinequalityon
development.Thus,thisstudyinvestigatedtheimplicationsofsocial
inequalityonsustainabledevelopmentinAfrica.Explanationsofcore
variablesanchoredonfunctionalistandworldsystem theory.Among
Sapele95,Amukpe90,Elume85,Ozue78andUgboren77respondents,
datawasgeneratedwiththeuseofquestionnaires,focusedgroup
discussions,In-depthandkeyinformantinterview.Crosstabulations
andChi-Squarewasusedtoanalyzequantitativedata.Qualitativedata
was contentanalyzed.Totalof(93%)respondents reported that
unequal distribution of power and skills place Africans on a
disadvantaged position.Asadependentnation,theyconstitutethe

“follow,follow”and“copy,copy”allies.(94%)participantsand(x2=29.09;
P<0.05)coefficientrelatesthatunequalsocio-politicalandeconomic
powersubjectsAfricansto undueexploitationand consumptionof
‘secondhand’products.Thesearepartlyresponsibleforthedisjointed
developmentinAfrica.Africaisadestinationpointfordiscarded,fairly
used and harmfulproducts.As alliance consumers,sustainable
development is utopian. Restructuring and overhauling internal
institutions while aligning with countries ofgenuine interestwill
producemutualadvancement.
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Introduction

Althoughpeoplehavelong dreamed ofanegalitariansociety,asocietywhereall

membersareequal,suchhasneverexisted(HaralambosandHolborn2008).Social

inequalityoccurswhenresourcesinagivensocietyaredistributedunevenly.Basedon

unevendistributionofwealthandrewards,thereexistsrankingamongstsocietiesthat

sharesdifferentfactorandrelationofproduction,identities,valuesystem,culture,

interestand lifestyles (Anon 2016).These ranking reflectbetteropportunity and

privileges forsocio-economically superiorpersonalities and countries (Ikenyei&

Akpotor2020).Assuch,whilesomeenjoy,otherssuffertheconsequencesofunequal

distribution of rewards (Haralambos and Holborn 2008). Consequently,while

interactionsamongstnationsofhomogenouscultureandwealthresultstostrongties

andmutualadvancement;thatbetweendichotomousnationsisdisjointedandnon-

proportional(Arend1977).Weaksocio-economicstructures,unsustainablepolicies,

lackofcontroloverproductionandwealthdesignateandexposedLDCstodiminutive

alliances.Althoughgoal10ofsustainabledevelopmentgoals(SDGs)isgearedtowards

reducinginequalitywithinandbetweencountries,thishasnottranslatedintoequal

opportunitiesandproportionaldevelopmentforall(Vincent2012).Associationalties

amongdichotomousnationssuggestslowerdevelopmentoutcomesforLDCs.

Overtheyears,bilateralrelationsandplanofactionsappeartoocomplexforAfricans

duetotechnologicalandsocio-economicdisparities.Advancedcountriesdominate,

controland exploitthelessdeveloped countries.Thisispossiblebecauseofthe

presenceofrelativelystableinstitutionsandpolicieswhichenablesbetterresources

exploration and execution ofprojects thatare beneficial.Contrarily,culture and

structuralplacementsuggestsa condition ofutopian sustainable developmentfor

Africa.Equalaccesstopower,knowledgeandnaturalresourcesisaspringboard

necessaryfordevelopment.Itsabsenceimpactsnegativelyondevelopment(Rebecca

2011).Equaldevelopmentisenvisagedincoalitionamongnationsofhomogenous

socio-economicdevelopment.

AlthoughrelationswiththeWestsuggestliberationforLDCs,carefulobservations
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revealedotherwise.Excessivedependenceondevelopednationsfortechnology,health,

income,education,housing,electricity,employmentanddevelopmentexposedthem to

arbitrarydeprivation,consciousmanipulationandexcessiveexploitation.Thesenatural

andartificiallycreatedinequalitiespolarizedrelationshipanddevelopmentbetweenthe

Westanddevelopingcountries(DCs).Autonomouspoliciesandintegratedprograms

arecoloredbydiplomaticinterests.Thesituationbitsharderasimpactsofallied

powersandpoliciesarepoorlyassessed.

Africaisendowedwithhumanandnaturalresourceslargeenoughtosustainitscitizens.

Butseem impossiblewiththeproblem oflackofskillsnecessarytoappropriately

maximizethem hithertoexposessametoexternalexplorationsandundueexploitations.

Withopendoors,expatriatesnavigatethroughhumanandnaturalresourceswiththe

useofsophisticatedtechnologiesatthedetrimentofAfricansinclusiveitseconomy.

Forservicerendition,unquantifiablenumberofnaturalresourcesareexportedtotheir

homecountries.Thisisnotwithoutremunerationpaymenttotheexpatriates.Inrecent

years,exploitationandnon-commensuratedevelopmenthasre-enforcedresentment,

rivalryandcriminality(Ikenyei2017).Subsequently,therelationshipisstrainedandthis

oftenculminatesinviolentconfrontation.Thishasimpactednegativelyonpoliciesand

development.Africansrelyheavilyonexpertadviceforadvancement.

Thus,whiletheystruggletogetacquaintedwiththeuseoflatestICT,theDCshave

furtheradvancedintheinventionanduseofmoresophisticatedtechnologiesandICT

gadgets. AsAfricansbreakthroughandgetthemselvesacquaintedwiththeuseof

latestversion,highereditionswithmoresophisticatedfeaturesareintroduced.This

continualinventorygivesthem greaterpowertomanipulateandperpetuallyexploit

Africanswhoaremainlyconsumers.Apartfrom thestressofcatchingupwithlatest

technologicaladvancements,socio-economic policies arelargelymoderatedbyexternal

forces (Anie 2016 and Ikenyei2017). Through consultations and solicitation

governmentexposetheeconomytodominationandundueexploitation.Bythis,large

sum ofmoneyaremadeavailabletoothercountries.EffectiveuseofICTshouldbe

intensified,ifnot,impact ofICTwillbeinconsequentialtothenation'seconomy(ibid).

TheneedtointensifyICT proficiencyinAfricaisimportantforitreducesunequal
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accesstoopportunitiesbetweencitizensofdevelopedanddevelopingcountries(Ibid).

ICTproficiencybridgesthegapinknowledgeanddevelopment.

Oneducation,thereisdisparityinthevaluereposedoncertificate(s)obtainedlocally

andthoseacquiredabroad.Muchhonorisaccordedtothosewhoschooledabroad.Itis

believedifAfricansmustupgradeinternallyacrossboard,itscitizensmustasamatter

ofnecessity,schoolanddraw knowledgefrom foreignexperts.Thecurriculum and

coursestaughtinmostinstitutionsoflearninginAfricaismodeledafterthecurriculum

ofthewesterncountries.Incorporationofindigenousdisciplinesisreluctantlyadded,

mostoftentheyaretrivialized.Thisproblem ismadeworsebytheinsignificantbudget

allocatedtoeducationalsectorinNigeria.Politicalofficeholdersandfew average

personalitiessendtheirchildrenandwardstoforeigncountrieswheretheycanacquire

foreigncertificateinrecordtime.Thus,individual,organizationsandcooperatebodies

financeandestablishprivateschools.Theyinvestmassivelyoninfrastructureand

chargeshigherfees.Toenjoyqualityeducation,mostworkersspendalmostalloftheir

earningsinsecuringadmissionsfortheirchildreninprivateuniversities,secondaryand

nurseryschools.Childrenfrom poorbackgroundsarecutofffrom theseschools.Most

Nigerianswhodesiretostudyabroadspendover6to7milliontoacquireaMaster’s

degree.Aminimum of₦14to18millionisrequiredtoobtainaPhDdegreeoverseas.

Thementalitythatschoolingabroadistheultimateispredicatedontheprerogatives

accordedthosewho schooledabroad.Highrecognitionandpreferentialtreatment

accordedforeigndegreesagainstlocalqualificationsincreasedthecrazeforforeign

certificate/educationirrespectiveofthecost.Thederogatoryadjective“localchampion”

ascribedtothosewhosecuredtheirentirequalificationslocallypressurizespeople

againstalloddstoobtainforeigncertificates.Itisalarmingasmanypeoplepatronize

predatoryandfakeonlineforeigncertificateawardingbodies.Thesituationbecomes

worrisomeaspromotionstospecificpositionsarepredicatedonthenumberofforeign

publications gathered byan academia.As such,those who do nothave foreign

qualificationsorpublicationsasthecasemaybearelabeledaslocalChampionsand

theirupwardmobilityisdelayedortruncated.Althoughforeignexposureisnecessary

for those in the developing countries,nevertheless predicating placementand
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promotionsontheafarmentionsubjectpeopletomisgivings,disadvantageposition

andundueexploitation(Ikenyei2022).

Assuch,toberecognizedandelevatedtoenviableheightsamongthecream ofthe

society,one’sacademicpursuitmusthaveDiasporictouch.Thus,thecrazeforwestern

civilizationfurtherwidensthegapofinequalitybetweenAfricansandDCs.Thisis

because,theharderthechasetomeetup,themorestringentrulesareenactedto

narrowthechances.Topullthrough,manyarefrustratedamidstthetideofexploitation

(Ikenyei&Efebe2020).Thesufferingcontinuesastheystruggletominglewithpeople

whodiscriminateandtreatthem assecond-classcitizensacrossallramifications.

From theaboveanalyses,itisobviousthatAfricansareentangledinanetof“follow,

follow”and “copycopy”.As consumers ofallthatare presented to them,rapid

developmentbecomesaherculeantaskifnotalmostimpossible.Thus,todevelopand

moveonequalpedestal,Africansmustbeproactiveandcreative.Theymustreduceto

thebarestminimum,externalinfluences.Thedoordieattitudeofseekingforpower

andtheembezzlementofpublicfundshouldbediscouraged.Resourcesshouldbeseen

aspropertiesforallcitizenryandthisshouldbefairlydistributedforthebenefitofallas

itispracticedinthedevelopedcountries.

StatementofProblem

ThereexistunequalpowerrelationsbetweenNigeriaandotherDevelopednations.

Whilebasicinstitutions-maintainedequalityandcommunality,intrusionofcolonialist

introducedAfricatovarioussocio-economicandpoliticalactivitiesforwhichtheyshare

unequalpower.Theindigenousculturalpracticesweretaggedcrudeandbarbaric.

Emphasiswasgearedtowardsadvancement.Toupgrade,thepeoplemustkeyinto

masteringthewesternlife.Undertheguiseofcivilization,naturalresourceswhere

exploited and exported to theirhomecountryattheexpenseofNigerians.While

enlightenmentbrokethechainofslavery,subjugationandexploitationtookanother

dimension.Therewasintroductionofbusinessesdisguisedtoexploit.

First,someNigerianswereexaltedandgivenmoreinfluentialpowerthantheirfellow
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Nigerians.Thesesetofpersonsbecametoolsusedtoindoctrinate,humiliateand

exploittheirfellowcitizens.Thesefewselectedelitesreporttotheircolonialmasters.

Also,Nigeriansweremadeto believethattheydo nothaveenoughresourcesto

actualizeself-rulewhichtheyhaveembarkedupon.Thus,pastleadershadtoborrow

from internationalbanks.ThegeometriceffectofinterestratesleftNigeriaasoneof

theworld’sbiggestdebtorsuntilrecentlywhenitwasclearedin2016.

Worststill,varioussurveyorcameanddiscoveredoil.Inamonth,over100-billion-naira

oilweredrilledoutofNigeria.Outofthe100billionnaira,only26billioncometo

Nigerian.Therest74 billion naira wentto foreign countriesthrough purchaseof

equipments,exchangesforservicesrenderedandthroughthepresencesofforeign

expatriateswhoconstitutethetopworkforceacrossthevariousoildrillingindustriesin

Nigeria(Anon2016).

From theaboveanalogy,totrainpersonnel’s,togainexpertadviceandmakepolicies

thatareworkable,Africansleadersseekapprovalfrom externalexpatriates.Asnature

hasit,peopleseektheirownpersonalinterestbeforeattendingtothoseoftheirallies.

Thus,personalbenefitsfortheexternalexpertsandthatoftheircountryareconsidered

first.Forcontinualpatronage,expertadvicesaregiveninbits.Thebitsaremadeinsuch

awaythatyoumustconsultthem from timetotimefordirectionsandprogress.

Nigerianbecomesgullibleto“copycopy”and“followfollow”tosurvive.Throughthese

advantageousinfluencesacrossvarioussectorsin Africa,policyformulationsand

developmentarecrippled.

TheoreticalFramework-FunctionalistandWorldSystem Theory

TalcottParsonsfunctionalisttheoryseeinequalitiesasbothinevitableandintegrative.

FunctionalistssuchasParson,DavisandMoreseerelationshipinsocietyasoneof

cooperationandinterdependence(HaralambosandHolborn2008).Inmodernand

complexsocieties,differentcountrieshavedifferentresources,skillsandspecialization.

Noonecountryisneatlyindependent.Thus,countriesareconstrainedmeetingthe

needsofitsmembers.Theythereforeneedtoexchangegoodsandservicesinagive
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andtakereciprocalrelationship.Thisideologyoftendominatesthemindsofthosewho

buildtieswithothercountrieswhichpossessunequalpower,wealth,specializationand

technology.ContrarilyMarxistsseerelationshipbetweentwocountriesasdivisiveand

exploitativeratherthanintegrative.

Thus,worldsystemstheoryproposedbyasociologist,ImmanuelWallersteinin(1970)

tracedtheriseofcapitalistworld-economyfrom 16thcentury(1450-1640).Accordingto

him,Europeexploitednaturalresourcesandcheaplabourwithintheircolonyunderthe

guise ofcivilization.Civilization Lords drafted the politicaland industrialization

ideologiesinvariouspartsofAfrica.Theincorporationoftheindigenouseconomyinto

capitalistsystem negativelyskeweddevelopmentinthecommunities.Worldsystem

theoryanalyzed thethree-levelsofglobalunequalrelationship betweenthecore,

periphery,andsemi-peripherycountries.

World system and Marx theoryprojects world economic system in which some

countries benefitwhile others are exploited.Justlike we cannotunderstand an

individual'sbehaviorwithoutreferencestotheirsurroundings,experiences,andculture,

Africa’seconomicsystem cannotbeunderstoodwithoutreferencetotheworldsystem

ofwhichtheyareapart.

Themaintenetsofthistheoryarethat,thecorecountriesdominateandexploitthe

peripheralcountriesoftheirlaborandraw materials.Theperipheralcountriesare

dependenton core countries forcapital. The semi-peripheralcountries share

characteristicsofbothcoreandperipheralcountries.AlthoughAfricasharetraitsof

semi-peripheralexplanationofworldsystem unequalrelationships,thisdoesnotapply

tothem astheydonothavethebasictechnologythatcharacterizedcountrieslike

JapanwhichfallwithinthecountriesthataregroupedunderSemi-peripheralnations.

AccordingtoWallerstein(1974),thedifferentpaceofdevelopmentpresentsasocial

structureofglobalinequality.Thisglobalinequalityfacilitatestheexploitationofthe

less developed by the developed.Thus,majormerchants who are involved in

deforestationusedtheiradvantagedpositioninexploitingtheresourcesfoundinAfrica.

Theprocessoflayingsolidfoundationforexplorationandexploitationledtoderogation
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oftheindigenousbeliefsandpractices.Basiclawsenactedfurtherincreasedthelevel

ofdisintegration.Thisincreased levelofcrisis.Divergentinterestfractionized the

structures,classesandthebeliefs.

Inequalityin classand accessto wealth isperceived asthe majorcause ofthe various

disagreementand conflicts among nations.Unequalaccess to wealth and powerpushes

membersoftheLDCstowardsperpetratingcrime.LeaningontenetsofWallerstainandMarx

theory,thepoorcommitcrimebecauseoffrustration,angerand blocked opportunitiesof

actualizingtheirlifegoals.Shiftingofboundaries,struggleforsupremacy-powerandrealignment

iscarriedouttofurthertheinterestofthoseconcerned.Thus,inasnapshot,struggleforscarce

resourcesandpowerarethemajorcauseoftheconflictsthathasbeenrecordedamongstLDCs

andDCs.Somepersonalitieshideundertheconflictsituationtocommitcrime.Throughthe

struggletheyinflictpainsonvulnerablemembers.Communityand thenationatlargeare

subjectedtogreatloss.Livesandpropertiesaredestroyed;socio-economicactivitiesareputon

holdandmajorityofthepeoplefallundertheclassknownas“internallydisplaced”.

Methodology

Thestudyisdescriptiveanditadoptedacross-sectionalresearchdesign.Itstudied

inequalityanditsimplicationondevelopmentinNigeria.Itevaluatedtheexploitative

relationshipsbetweenNigeriaanddevelopedcountries.Theresearchiscross-sectional

indesignbecausedataweregeneratedfrom setsofrespondentswhopossessed

heterogeneousbutcloselyrelatedsocio-demographiccharacteristicsatasinglepointin

time.

StudyArea

Forcostand time,Nigeria was selected from among the African countries.The

selectionwasfurthernarroweddowntoSapele,DeltaState,Nigeria.Thestudywas

conductedinSapeleinOkpekingdom ofDeltaState.Thechoiceofthestudyareasis

rootedinthepresencesofexpatriatesandevidencesofeffectsofimperialistactivities.

The obvious effectofunequalpowerrelations between localpeople and foreign
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expatriatesleftthecommunityworstthantheymetit.Effectsofinequalityaffected

peaceandsecurity,thepeople’shealth,interpersonalrelationshipanddevelopment.

TheseindicesinformedthechoiceofSapele,DeltaState,Nigeriaasresearcharea.

Sapeleissurroundedbythickforestandheavyvegetation.Sapeleislocatedinthe

SouthernregionofDeltastateinNigeria.Theyarepredominantlyfarmersandartisans.

Theregionisaseaportwhichservedasexportsterminalstotimber,andlumber,rubber

andpalm kernels.Sapeleforestisrichwithshallowrootsplantsthatharborandprovide

feedforfishesasafisheryhub.Itisahomeofindustriesthatmanufacturerubber,

charcoal,palm oilandtimber.

AlthoughUrhobopeoplerecognizedtheirclanasUbroto,Sapele/Okpesaw theirsas

Kingdom (Otite1973).ClanwastheBritishwordforkingdom thatisnowbeingusedto

denoteOkpe.TheyarenotedforspeakingauniquestyleofNigerianPidginEnglish.

Theyalsohaveslangsthatarepeculiartotheregion.Theyhaveculturalaffinitywiththe

Edo(Ediod)speakingpeopleofNigeria.

SapeleislocatedinDeltaState.DeltaStateoccupiesninetypercentoftheNigeria

‘coastline,itislocatedbetweenMahinriverestuaryintheWestandthecross-River

estuaryintheeast’(Enemugwem 2010andIkenyei2019).Sapeleisoneofthemajor

communitiesinDeltastatewhichisapartofthezonecalledtheNigerDelta.TheNiger

Deltaisazonedensewithculturaldiversity,currentlyinhabitedbyroughlyfortyethnic

groupswithanestimated250dialects.TheethnicgroupincludesIjaw,Itsekiriand

Ogoni.Thewetlandisformedbysedimentdeposition.Itisahometo61,000in1969,

123,000,1985,2,590,491 in 1991 and 4,112,442 people in 2006 respectively

(populationcensus).Theyarehighlyfertilepeoplewithpopulationincrementof+3.28%

(1991-2006).Theyareknownforpatriarchyandtherespectforthepredominanceofthe

malefolk.

Theenvironmentcomprisesfourbasicecologicalzones,namelythecoastalbarrier

Islands,mangroveswampforest,freshwaterswampsandlowlandrainforests.Their

forestisrichwithfloraandfaunathatarearable,acharacteristicwhichsustainsawide
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varietyofcrops,economictrees,and morespeciesoffresh waterfish than any

ecosystem inWestAfrica.Observationsandresearchesrevealedthattherearecrisis

emanatingfrom thedoctrineofequalityandinclusionbythewomanfolk.Itisbelieved

thatifsuchagitationscontinueuncheckedinyearstocome,therewillbeanarchyinthe

system.A communitywheretherearenodistinctionsbetweenmaleandfemaleis

boundtoexperiencetussleforpoweranddisorderliness.

Theirindigenousgovernmentandpoliticrevolvearoundkingshipties.Thepeopleare

organizedintofiveclans-communitieswhichhavenotlessthan10subcommunities.

Governmentandtheallocationfpowerarebasedongerontocracyandplutocracies.

Gerontocracyisa governmentpiloted bytheaged (elders),whileplutocracyisa

governmentthatispilotedbytherichandthewealthy.Althoughthereismoderntouch

intheconstitutionofchiefs-Ekakurointhegoverningcouncil,theystillmaintaintheir

kingshipandgerontocraticpatternofgovernance.

Thepeoplehaverichculturethatisbeatificandsustaining.Theyperform annualfestival

thatsustainslivesandtheunityoftheconstituentparts.Accordingtothepeople,the

variousfestivalsinthecommunityserveassourceofunityamongmemberswho

belongtothevariouscommunities.Theyhavereverenceforpatriarchythebedrockof

theinstitutionofmarriageinmanycommunitiesinDeltastate.Inpre-literateperiods,

divorceisnotanoptionforcoupleswhodecidetogointotheinstitutionofmarriage.

Specialprayersandotherritualsareperformedfortheindividualswhohavesignified

interesttogointomarriage.

Theyhaveabundantfoodandvarietiesoffruits.TheyenjoyEquisisoupandOgbono

soupwithEba.TheyhaveUkodo(yam andunripeplantain).Thisisgarnishedbylemon

grassandisthickenedwithpotash.TheyhaveOghwerwvri(Ogwo)andstarch(Usi).

Theyalsoenjoyamiedi(bangasoup)andstarch.Theyenjoyiribotor,iriberhareand

ogbagbaorOkpariku.

TheirbasicreligionrevolveroundintheybelieveandworshipofOghene(God)andother

smallerdeities-divinities(erhan),edjoandancestors.Theybelieveintheexistenceof

erhi,thatisthespiritmanofeveryindividual.TheyengageinIgbeworship.Igbeisa



11

brandofAfricantraditionalreligionwhichdrawsitsstrengthfrom theirancestorswith

theuseofwhitechalkanddisplayofdance.Itsactivitiesaredisplayedinthechantsof

songsandthedisplayofwellpatterneddancesteps.

StudyPopulationThetotalpopulationofthestudyareawasestimatedat20,180

(Naytionalpopulationcensus2006).Thesamplethatwasdrawnoutofthispopulation

forthestudywas425personswhowereresidentinSapeleasatthetimeofthestudy.

Participants:theresearchparticipantswerea)Chiefsb)householdheads,c)Law

enforcementofficialsd)GentlemenoftheBarande)Thereligiousandf)Traditional

medicinemen.Theinclusion criteriaforparticipantswerepredicated on ageand

voluntariness.Thosewhoareage20andabovewasselectedforsampling.Thisage

rangeissignificantenoughtocreateawarenessbasedonindividualexperienceswhich

equippedthem withimportantandrelevantinformationonhow inequalityaffected

policyformulationsanddevelopmentinSapele.

SamplingTechniques

Multistage sampling techniques which utilized both Probabilityand Non-probability

samplingmethodswasadoptedintheselectionofthecommunitiesandrespondents.First

stage:stratifiedsamplingtechniquewasutilizedforthegroupingofthecommunities.

Secondstage:Usingsimplerandom samplingmethod,fiveclanswhichmakeupSapele

communitywaspurposivelyselected.Sapeleasthestudylocationwaspurposively

chosenbecauseoftheimpactofcontactwithcolonialmasterswithwhom theyhad

unequalrelationshipsacrosstheboard.

Random selectionwasusedinco-opting425participants.Snowballmethodwasused

toselectthereligious,gentlemenoftheBarandtitledChiefs.Thesnowballapproach

wasadoptedbecauseoftherelevanceofsignificantparticipantswhoarenoteasyto

comebywhencomparedtohousehold’sheadsandsignificantothersthatwasco-opted

forthe research.The relative relevance ofselected participants gave rise to the

purposivesamplingprocedure.

Foreignerswhohaveampleinformationwhichareresourcefulinprovidinginformation
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ontheobviouseffectsofactivitiesoftheirfellowcountrymenwerepurposivelychosen

forin-depthinterviews.Thisgaveroom tocomparingrelationshipbetweenNigerianand

themerchantsanditsoutcome.Expatriates,whoareresidentinSapele,weresampled

throughsnowballingmethod.

Methodsofdatacollection

Theinstrumentsweretriangulatedforthecollectionofprimaryandsecondarydatawhich

entailedbothquantitativeandqualitativemethods.Primarydataweregatheredwiththe

useofopenendedquestionnaire,in-depthinterview andkeyinformants.Primaryand

secondary instruments detailed the inequality in policy formulation,exploitation of

resourcesanddevelopment.Thefollowingconstitutedtheinstrumentsused;

1.Questionnaire

Atotalof425questionnaireswereadministeredtoeligibleparticipantswithintheselected

communitiesinSapele.Thesemistructuredquestionnairewhichcontained20itemswas

dividedintosub-sectionsaccordinglytoaddresstheproblem understudy.SectionsA,

addressedSocio-demographiccharacteristicsandsectionBdweltoninequality,policy

formulationanddevelopment.Thequestionstestedtheknowledgeofrespondentsonthe

levelofawarenessoncontactswithcolonialmasters,post-colonialexpatriates,impactof

inequalityonpolicyformulationanddevelopment.

In-depthInterview(IDI)Guide

Atotalof25IDIswereconductedacross25subcommunitiesthatwereselectedfrom five

maincommunitiesinSapele.Atotalof10wereselectedfrom thefivecommunitiesin

Sapele.TheIDIselicitedinformationfrom therespondentswhichbordersontheirlevelof

awarenessandperceptionontheeffectofinequalityonpolicyformulation,exploitationand

development.

KeyInformant

Atotalof25keyinformantswereconsultedinthecourseofthestudy.Thatis,from

eachcommunityinformantswhoareversedinintrusionofcolonialmerchants,their

activitiesandtheeffectsofinequalityonpolicyformulationanddevelopment.The
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selectedinformantswerethosewhowereidentifiedtobeofageandthattheyare

saturatedwiththeimplicationsofinequalityanditseffectondevelopmentinSapele.

Specialnoteonthepositiveornegativechangesthathastakenplacewiththeintrusion

offoreignmerchantswereconsideredmostimportantduringinterviewwithparticipants

intheresearch.

Procedure

Semistructuredquestionnaireswereadministeredto425participantswhichranacross

the25communitiesacrossselectedstudylocation.Atotalof17questionnaireswere

administeredtoparticipantineachcommunitythatcutacross25subclans.The

determinationofthesamplesizeapportionedto eachcommunitywasderivedby

dividingthetotalnumberofparticipantssampled.Thatis,425dividedbythetotal

numberofthesubcommunitieswhichis25.Aftereachinterview,theinterviewer

thankedrespondent.Effortsweremadetoensurethatadministeredquestionnairewas

freefrom anyomission(s),anoversightduringormisconception.

In-depth and key informantInterviews was conducted solely by the researcher.

Questionnairewasadministeredbyalltheresourcepersons,thatistheresearcherand

thetwootherassistantsthatwasrecruited.Forquantitativeandqualitativemethodsof

datacollection,theconsentsofsignificantpersonsweresorted.Othertworesearch

assistantswhoweremadetounderstandthefocusofthestudywascarefullytrainedin

theprocessofdatacollection.

DataManagement

Datageneratedfrom thefieldwasproperlyhandledtoretrievequalityinformationthat

addressedinequalityinpolicyformulationanddevelopment.Thedatacollectedwiththe

useofquantitativewasnumberedseriallytoensurethatalltheresearchinstruments

areaccountedforandareretrieved.Thequestionnairesweresorted,codedrekedand

wereenteredseriallyintothespreadsheet.Qualitativedatafrom theinterviewsandkey

informantsessionswererecordedusingaudiorecorder.Therecordedinterviewsand

discussionsweregroupedandwererelatedtogetherdependingonthethemesandthe
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correlationofresponsesthatwasgenerated.Theidentificationofeachparticipant

responsesfortheIDIsandFGDswasdonewiththeaidoffollowingtheorderinwhich

theinterview wasconducted.Thishelped in easyidentification,correlation,cross

checkinganduseofdataforanalysis.FGDandinterview elicitedsalientissuesthat

questionnaire could notcover.These instruments also aided rich generation of

informationfrom agedandnon-literaterespondents.

MethodofDataAnalysis

ForData Analysis,thequantitativedata wasanalyzed with theuseofStatistical

PackageforSocialSciences(SPSS)Version15.Analysiswascategorizedintothree

levels.The univariate analysis described vividly the statisticalrelevance ofthe

frequency distribution of participants according to their socio demographic

characteristics.Bivariateanalysiswiththeuseofchi-squaretestwasadoptedtoshow

the correlations between inequality,policy formulation and development. The

correlation detailed connectivity between the inequality,policy formulation and

development.Thematic extractions ofresponses were used in the analysis of

qualitativedatawhichweretranscribedverbatim andrelatedaccordingly.Deductive

extractionsofinformationgroupedthemesfrom interviewsbasedontheobjectivesof

thestudy.

Findings/ResultsandDiscussions

AfricanBeliefsandGrowthofInequality

Inequalityandwidegapinthedistributionofwealthhasremainedunbridgeable

becauseofAfricanbeliefsandpractices.TheperceptionsofmanyAfricansis

thatoftravellingabroadtoupgradeorestablish.ManyAfricansbelievethatitis

greeneroverthere.Toescapehardship,theystrugglehardtocrossover.This

perceptionisresponsibleforthemigrationofmanyvictimswhodieinthedesert

orgetdrowninthesea.Manyaresoexcitedinrelocatingthattheyfallvictimsin

thehandsoftraffickersandorganharvesters.Whilesomeendurethepainsof
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beingtraffickedforprostitutionsomelosstheirlivestoslaveryanddegeneration

ofhealth. Mostimportantly,thosewhowereluckytobreakthroughinAfrica,

believethattheyshouldhaveafeelofthewest.Thus,theytraveltospendlarger

partoftheirearningsonrelaxationandshopping.Somearecarriedawaytothe

pointthattheyforgetorignoretheirreturndate.Theyarethustreatedand

incarceratedascriminals.Similarly,somesojournersshoptotheextentthatthey

exceedtheluggagelimitperpassenger.Inmostcases,theseexcessluggage’s

areauctionedatalowerpriceorabandonedattheairport.Worststill,most

African professionals prefer to migrate abroad for better opportunities,

remunerationsandconditionofservice.

Also(47.3%)respondentsrevealedthat,mostAfricansbelieveinforeigncitizenship.To

achievethis,manyfamiliesstruggleagainstalloddstogettheirbaby(ies)delivered

abroad.Othersmarry,cohabitorpayheavilytosecureresidencepermit(Ikenyei&Efebe

2020).Thosewithpartnerspriortheirtravelabandonsormaintainspartialcontactwith

theirpartners.Theycutcontactwithfamiliesandfriendsespeciallywithinthefirst3-5

yearsaftertravel.ManyAfricansbelievethatevilwishesandpracticesoffamily,friends,

neighborsandenemiesarecapableofheraldingmisfortuneordeportation.Anyattempt

toestablishcontactisconsideredadrawback.Assuch,suchpersonsaretreatedas

enemy(ies)ofprogress.

DespiteitsassumptionasaRepublican,colonizationiscontinuouslymaskedin

many instances through associational ties and transactions. (79.6%)

respondentsrevealedthatmostAfricanleadersholdtheirpoliticalmeetingsin

foreignhotels.Thisisrecurrentbecausepoliticiansbelievethatagendaand

outcomeoftheirmeetingsremaintopsecretwhenheldabroad.Alsopolitical

headsbelievethatonewayofappreciatingloyalmembersistohostandgive

them atreatinforeigncountries.

Atotalof(63.7%)respondentsagreedthat,thereisunequaldistributionofwealthand

power.Duetopowerdifferential,DCsaredominantlyincontrolwhileAfricansare

subservient.Accordingtothem,thismakesthem powerfultotheextentofsubjugating

andexploitingAfricansevenintheirownlands.Thisispossiblebecauseaccordingto

(59.3%),anaverageNigerianbelievesthat,modelingtheirlifestylesalongthoseofthe
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Westernworldistheultimate.Accordingtotheserespondents,mostNigerianswho

claim toliveacomfortablelife,(93%)oftheirpropertiesconstitute“tokunbo”products

(fairlyuseditems).Atotalof(67%)revealedthat,socio-economicinequalitywidenedas

manyAfricansnurturegreatpassionforforeignproductspopularlyknownas“Uk”

products.Theycravefor“Uk”productswhether“tearrubber”or“Ukuse”(“tokunbo”).A

keyinformantrevealedthat,‘hightasteforforeignproductsclearlydesignateAfricans

asexploitednation.Sofar,Nigeriahavebeenratedasoneofthehighestconsumersof

“tokunbo”products.ThisresponseisconsolidatedbyfindingsofAbel(2015).ToAbel,

Nigerian marketconstitutes majordestination pointfor“tokunbo”products.This

impliesthat,Nigeriaisadumpinggroundfor“fairlyused”orcondemnedproducts.

Nigeriansbarelyvalueandpatronizelocallymadeproducts.Thisisdysfunctionalto

internalgrowthanddevelopment.Accordingtoarespondent,“thetrendlookrediculous

asfellowNigeriansgatherproductsfrom garbageandimportsametorelationsasgifts

orforsale.Moststudentsinhigherinstitutionoflearningspendlargerpartoftheirtime

inthemarketdoingwhatispopularlyknownas“benddownselect”.Theyabandontheir

studiesandwastesomanyhoursselectingimported“fairlyused”products.Thismay

notbebadinentirety,butitisdysfunctionalasindulgingintheseactivitiesusurps

stabilityandfinancialvibrancyinNigeria.Thisbenefitsthem whileunderdeveloping

African.TheselosesisevidentinthekindoffeeschargedforAfricans.

Inequalitywidens as few Africans pride themselves with the numbers offoreign

certificatesacquired.According to a respondent,“to be considered forimportant

positioninAfrica,youwouldberatedbasedonyourforeignexposureandpedigreeof

abroadstudies”.Thus,acounterpartwhoisbetterqualifiedbutnotschooledabroadis

taggedlocalchampion,henceisdisqualifiedanddeniedtheposition.Thus,tobe

recognizedandconsideredforjuicypositions,thereishighcrazeforforeigncertificate.

ThesituationisworseandshockingwhenAcademiabasedtheacademicperformance

andpromotionofascholaronhis/herforeignpublications.Tobepromotedtocertain

rank,anacademiaismandatedtohavepublishedatleastfourpapersindifferent

reputablejournalsabroad.Accordingtoakeyinformant,“failuretopublishinforeign

journalsamountstocareerstagnation”.Thus,Africanscholarsstruggletomeetupwith
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thedemandsandstandardsoftheirforeignpublishers.Inmostcases,researchersare

mandatedtowriteontheeconomywherethejournalisdomiciledtogetpublished.This

isdoubletragedyforAfrica.Youwrite/researchontheireconomyandpaythem aswell.

Hugesumsofmoneyrangingfrom lowestpriceof100to600thousandNairais

expectedto bepaidbeforepublication.Somepredectoryjournaloperatorsexploit

desperateAfricanswhoareeagertogettheirpaperspublishedabroad.BecauseAfrican

scholarsseldomlymeetthestandardsofforeignjournals,somuchmoney islostto

initialdepositrequiredbeforepaperreview.Thesemoneyconstitutelargerpercentage

oftheresearcher’smonthlytakehomepay.Throughthismedium,theviewsofNigerian

authorsaremoderatedandstreamlinedbyforeigneditors.Thesestrengthenandenrich

theireconomy.

The urge to traveland settle in the Westis high.Respondentexpressed their

displeasureastheyrevealedthat“few peopleareinterestedinlivingordeveloping

Africa,Romewasnotbuiltbystrangers,anditwasnotdevelopedinayearbutnobody

isreadytosuffer”.Peoplearemoreinterestedintheirpersonalcomfort.Returnees

reiteratedthat“few abroadsojournersreturntoNigeria”.Manydonotwanttoreturn

becauseaccordingto(59.3%)respondents,theyperform below expectationathome.

Mostdeporteesfeelfrustratedanddisillusioned.Theydonotwishtoreturnbecauseof

thehardshipamongstthetidesofinsecurities.Accordingtothem,fewreturneescannot

practicewhattheylearnedabroadbecauseofthedifficultsocio-economicandpolitical

terraininNigeria.MajorityleavetheshoresofNigeriaforvariousreasons.Whatever

reason(s)occassioned theirmigration,largesumsofmoneyaretransferred from

Nigeriatotheircountryofdestination.Onarrival,theyaccumulatearrayofpicturesand

displaysametofriendsandfamilythroughpostorsocialmediatoshowthattheyhave

arrived.
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Table1.SummarryofReasonsandcostoftravelingAbroadYear2012.

Reasons for Traveling

abroad

No of

People

UnitCost Totalcost

Masters Degree Program

2012

207 5,000,000 10,356,000,000

PhD 2012 78 22,000,000 1,716,000,000

Vacation 2012 409 600,000 245,400,000

Property Acquisition

2012

81 245, 401,

000

19,877,481,000

Health 2012 287 1.7000,000 506, 000, 000,

000

Miscellaneous 2012 809 600,000 485,400,000

Source:fieldwork2018

From thetableabove,itisclearthatNigerialoses10,356,000,000toforeigncountries

throughsojournerswhotravelabroadformastersprogram.ThatofPhDisascontained

inthetable.Thecrazetostudyabroadisheightenedbypeoplewhomakefunoflocal

degree(s).Thisisdemeaningaspeopleboastoftheirforeigndegreesamonglocal

degreeholders.Thus,theurgetoobtainforeigncertificateincreases.Someborrowor

selltheirpropertiestostudyorrelocateabroad.Inmostcaseswhensuchattemptsfail,

theyfalltosquareone.Thesituationisworseoffaseducationalcurriculum inNigeriais

moderatedbyforeignexperts.Whatisobtainableintheeducationalsystem inNigeria

throughforeignexpertsismodeledafterthewesternideology.

Nigerialosseshugesumsofmoneyascontainedinthetabletovacation,medical

tourism,propertyacquisitionandthosegroupedundermiscellaneoususes. Large

sumsofmoneyarelostinforeignaccountaspastleadersabandonthatmoneyin
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foreignaccountafterdeathorwhenthelaw isafterthem formoneylaundry.These

figuresarefarbelowtheamountofmoneytransferredtoforeigncountriesinthepast.

Thereductioninthenumberofthosewhotravelabroadinrecentyearsisduetohigh

exchangerate.Nigeriansbelievethat,youmusthavepropertyabroadinordertoenjoya

betterlife.Unequalpowerrelations and search forbetteropportunities subject

Nigerianstoexploitation.Anaveragepoliticianownspropertiesworthover₦7Billion

abroad.They diverthuge sums ofmoney which would have been invested for

developmentinNigeria.Thereisglaringevidenceonunequalacesstohealthfacilities.

Whilemanycannotaffordhealthcareserices,fewNigeriansspendmillionsandtrillions

ofnairaonmedicaltourism.Somearesuccessfulwhileothersdieirrespectiveofthe

hugesumsofmoneyexpanded.WhileaverageNigerianssufferlowgradientsandpoor

health,thoseinDCsenjoybetterhealth.Medicaltourism anddebtsservicingdrainsthe

treasuryandotherresourcesgatheredforyears.

HealthcareservicesareatthetwoextremeendforLDCsandDCs.Inequalityinwealth

and health care policies between the DCs and third word according to (94%)

participantsand (X2=29.09;P<0.05)isresponsibleforthepurchaseoffairlyused

equipments which are prune to failure and break down during utilization.These

”tokumbo”(fairlyused)equipmentsareresponsibleformanydeathsrecorded in

Nigerianhospitalsandhealthcenters.Nigeriahasbecomeadumpingsitefordrugsand

equipmentsneitherneedednoracceptedinDCs.Importationandconsumptionof

processedfoodswhichleadstounhealthydietsandobesityamongsthealthproblems

loom largeamongAfricans.Importationofatomicweaponsusedformassdestruction

ofpeopleispartiallyresponsibleformostcrisesinNigeria.Ingestionoftoxinsproduces

irreversibleharm.

Overtheyearsaccordingtokeyinformant,Nigerialosesover200trillionnairaannually

toforeigncountriesthroughoilexploration.Throughpaymentofsalariestoexpertise

anduseofoilinexchangeforproductsandservicesrendered,Nigerialoseshuge

amountofmoney.Likeahungryman,Nigeriaswallows’unhealthyoffers.Theylose

theirwealthtocountrieswithbetteropportunitiesandtechnologicaladvancement.
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InAgriculture,(56%)respondentsrevealedthat,Africansmodelafterthecultureof

western countries.To a respondent,Africans especially Nigerians importalmost

everythingneededforfarming.Theonlyitem thathasnotbeenimportedsofaristhe

soil.Ifitwerepossible,Nigerianswillimportsoil.Consequently,Nigeriansloseslarge

sumsofmoneytoimportationofvariouskindsoffertilizers,chemicalsandgoods

whichcanbeproducedinNigeria.Thetasteanddesiretopurchaseforeignproductsis

sohighthatlocalbusinessesareparalyzed.ThosewhowearUkandTurkeyproducts

areratedasmenandwomenoftaste.Theyareeulogizedasclassifiedamongthe

upperclass.Thosewhopatronizelocalproductsareregardedasuncivilized“local

champions”.Tobelongandberecognizedoneneedtoassociateandflowwiththetide.

Thus,manyaretutoredtopatronizeandflauntforeignproducts.

Toboastagriculture,specialize,stabilizetheeconomyandmaintainpoliticalstability,

Africansrelyheavilyonforeigncountries.Assuch,theyarehelplesslyvulnerableto

dominationandexploitation.Evidencesrevealedthat,theypaydearlyforthatasthey

are abandoned in worse condition thereafter.To perpetually keep Nigerians as

consumers,importantknowledgeandideasareconcealedfrom them.Operatingevery

foreignproductspurchasedisdesignedinawaythatexploitationcontinuerightfrom

dateofpurchasetoitsexpirationdate.

Conclusion

Obviousevidencesrevealedthat,Africansarecaughtupanetof“follow follow”and

“copycopy”.Asconsumersofallthatareavailableandappealing,rapiddevelopmentis

challengingtothepointofimpossibility.Todevelopandmoveonafastpacethatcould

liberatethelivesofcitizens,Africansmustlookinwardandbecreative.Theymustbe

proactiveandreducetoitsbarestminimum,theexposuretounduemoderationsand

externalinfluences.Theattitudeofgrabbingpowerandembezzlementofpublicfund

shouldbejettisoned.Availableresourcesshouldbemanagedandproceedscirculated

forthebenefitofallasitisobtainableindevelopedcountries.
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Recommendations

Embarkonreinvigorationandre-socializationofAfricanbeliefsandpractices.Past

leaderswereabletopursueandachieveindependencebasedontheirbeliefinself-

sustenance. This willpullinvestors and revamp the economy.There should be

restructuring ofthe existing institutions in Africa.Restructuring willoverhauland

resonateusefulsectorsandpersonalitiesforbetteroutcomes.Voraciousappetitefor

needlessandavoidableforeignproductsshouldbediscouraged.Evaluationofgenuine

interestandoptimum benefitsatentrypointtoallassociationaltiesandengagements

shouldbeprioritized.Unprofitabletransactions,unreasonablebargainsandperceived

exploitativerelationsshouldbeterminated.
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