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Abstract

The Tuareg rebellion in northern Mali has been a recurrent and destabilizing conflict in West Africa,
raising significant concerns for regional security and governance. This article explores the historical,
political, and socio-economic factors contributing to the Tuareg insurgency, the role of ECOWAS in
managing the crisis, and the broader implications for regional security. Utilizing a qualitative research
approach, the study analyzes both primary and secondary data, including, archival materials, and
previous research. The article employs post-colonial theory to contextualize the Tuareg rebellion within
the legacies of colonial borders and governance structures. The findings suggest that while ECOWAS
has made significant efforts in conflict mediation and peacekeeping, its capacity to address the
underlying causes of the rebellion has been limited. The Tuareg rebellion, coupled with the rise of
jihadist groups, continues to challenge regional stability and highlights the importance of
comprehensive conflict resolution strategies in the Sahel region.
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Introduction

The Tuareg rebellion in northern Mali, which flared up most recently in 2012, represents one of the
most persistent and multifaceted conflicts in the Sahel region of West Africa. The Tuareg people, a
nomadic ethnic group native to the Sahara Desert, have long faced political exclusion and socio-
economic marginalization from the central government in Bamako!. Their grievances have manifested
in multiple uprisings, the most notable being the 2012 rebellion, which resulted in the declaration of
independence for the region of Azawad, later undermined by the involvement of Islamist militant
groups2. This rebellion has profound implications for the security of Mali and, more broadly, for
regional security in West Africa, with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
playing a critical role in efforts to mediate and stabilize the situation.

The theoretical framework for understanding the Tuareg rebellion and its impact on ECOWAS regional
security is post-colonial theory. This framework highlights the ongoing effects of colonialism on
African state boundaries, governance, and ethnic relations. The artificial borders drawn by colonial
powers in the 19th and 20th centuries, which ignored the cultural and political realities on the ground,
have been a root cause of many ethnic and regional conflicts in post-colonial Africa3. Post-colonial
theory provides an essential lens through which to understand the Tuareg’s sense of political and
cultural alienation, as well as the broader challenges faced by the Malian state and ECOWAS in
managing ethnic insurgencies in the Sahel.

Conceptual Clarifications

The Tuareg rebellion in Northern Mali has been a significant event in the context of West African
politics, directly impacting the stability of the region and posing substantial challenges to regional
security, particularly within the framework of the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS). To fully understand the implications of this rebellion, it is essential to first clarify the key
concepts associated with the topic: Tuareg Rebellion, Northern Mali, and ECOWAS Regional Security.

Tuareg Rebellion

The Tuareg Rebellion refers to a series of uprisings led by the Tuareg people, a Berber ethnic group
spread across the Sahel region, who have historically inhabited the vast desert areas of northern Mali,
Niger, and Algeria. Their grievances stem from marginalization, political exclusion, and economic
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underdevelopment in the region. The Tuareg rebellions are not a recent phenomenon but have emerged
intermittently since the 1960s. However, the rebellion that intensified in 2012 was particularly
significant, fueled by the combined effects of local ethnic tensions, regional instability, and the broader
political dynamics in Mali.

In 2012, the National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA), along with other armed groups,
declared the independence of Azawad, a region in northern Mali predominantly inhabited by the Tuareg.
This rebellion escalated quickly, leading to the seizure of key cities in northern Mali, including Gao,
Timbuktu, and Kidal. The rebellion, however, was further complicated by the involvement of extremist
Islamist groups, such as al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), which hijacked the Tuareg-led
movement, bringing the situation to an even more volatile point.

Northern Mali

Northern Mali is a vast, arid region, rich in cultural history and characterized by sparse population
centers and a challenging desert environment. This region, though strategically important, has been long
neglected in terms of government services, infrastructure, and development. The Tuareg people, who
have historically occupied this area, have frequently felt alienated from the central government in
Bamako, leading to long-standing tensions.

The political instability in Northern Mali is also exacerbated by the region's porous borders, which
facilitate the movement of arms, drugs, and insurgents. The vast, open spaces and the complex ethnic
and tribal divisions contribute to the difficulty in securing the region, making it a breeding ground for
extremist activities and a key battleground in the broader Sahelian conflict. The Tuareg rebellion,
therefore, not only represents a local ethnic conflict but also a symptom of larger regional and global
security concerns, involving terrorist networks and transnational criminal activities.

ECOWAS Regional Security

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) is a regional political and economic
organization founded in 1975 to foster economic integration and political stability among its member
states. It plays a central role in addressing conflicts and security issues within West Africa. ECOWAS'
approach to regional security has evolved significantly over the years, particularly with the development
of its military arm, the ECOWAS Standby Force, designed to intervene in crises such as civil wars,
coups, and insurgencies that threaten the peace and stability of the region.

The Tuareg rebellion in Northern Mali posed a direct challenge to ECOWAS’ mandate of promoting
peace and security in West Africa. The rebellion not only destabilized Mali but also had the potential
to spill over into neighboring countries, such as Niger and Burkina Faso, due to the presence of Tuareg
populations and shared borders. Moreover, the involvement of radical Islamist groups in the rebellion
further complicated ECOWAS' security framework, as these groups posed a direct threat to regional
security, regional governments, and international interests.

In response to the crisis, ECOWAS played a pivotal role in organizing diplomatic efforts, supporting
the deployment of international forces, and pushing for the restoration of constitutional order in Mali
after a military coup in March 2012. ECOWAS also cooperated with the United Nations and France,
leading to the intervention of the French military in Operation Serval, aimed at expelling Islamist
militants from Mali and restoring territorial integrity. Through these actions, ECOWAS sought not only
to contain the immediate security threat posed by the rebellion but also to address the underlying causes
of instability and to promote long-term peace in the region.

The Tuareg Rebellion in Northern Mali highlighted several key challenges to ECOWAS’ ability to
maintain regional security. One of the most pressing concerns was the increasing influence of extremist
groups operating in the Sahel, which threatened the security of multiple states across the region. The
spread of Islamist insurgency, linked to global terrorist networks, necessitated a more comprehensive
and coordinated regional security strategy.
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Furthermore, the rebellion exposed weaknesses in the national governance structures of West African
countries and underscored the need for more inclusive and effective political solutions to ethnic and
regional grievances. For ECOWAS, the crisis in Mali demonstrated the importance of addressing both
the symptoms and the root causes of conflict, including poor governance, lack of development, and
ethnic tensions, to prevent future rebellions and insurgencies

Therefore, the Tuareg Rebellion in Northern Mali was a pivotal moment in West African history, with
profound implications for ECOWAS regional security. The rebellion underscored the complexity of
regional conflicts, where ethnic, political, and religious factors intersect, and demonstrated the necessity
for coordinated, multi-dimensional responses to maintain stability in the Sahel and broader West
African region.

Theoretical Framework: Post-Colonial Theory

Post-colonial theory is essential for analyzing the Tuareg rebellion because it addresses the enduring
consequences of colonialism in shaping the political and ethnic dynamics of modern African states?*. In
the case of Mali, the boundaries drawn by colonial powers, particularly the French, did not account for
the traditional, nomadic lifestyle of the Tuareg people, whose ancestral lands spanned across several
present-day countries, including Mali, Niger, Algeria, and Libya. The partition of the Tuareg into these
national borders, coupled with their marginalization by post-colonial states, has contributed to their
grievances and desire for self-determination>.

Historically, the Tuareg people, a nomadic Berber ethnic group, lived across a vast region encompassing
parts of what are now several West and North African countries, including Mali, Niger, Algeria, Libya,
and Burkina Faso. This broad, transnational distribution meant that, before colonialism, they were not
confined to the borders imposed by European powers. However, the colonial partition of Africa, which
was largely based on European interests and often ignored indigenous cultural and ethnic divisions,
split the Tuareg people across several national boundaries.

After the colonial powers withdrew, the newly independent states adopted the borders that had been
arbitrarily drawn, which fragmented the Tuareg into distinct political entities. In these new states, the
Tuareg were often a minority group, and their historical autonomy and traditions were undermined. The
central governments of these countries, such as Mali, Niger, and Algeria, tended to neglect or
marginalize the Tuareg regions, often concentrating political power, economic resources, and
development in the southern or more urban parts of the country. This exclusion created a sense of
alienation and injustice among the Tuareg people, fueling their desire for self-determination.

Their grievances were further exacerbated by policies that disregarded their traditional lifestyles,
particularly the nomadic culture that was central to their identity. In countries like Mali and Niger, the
Tuareg were often excluded from political power, faced economic disparities, and lacked basic
infrastructure in the northern desert regions they inhabited. These factors contributed to a growing sense
of frustration and the belief that their cultural and political rights were being systematically suppressed.

In response, the Tuareg people have periodically mobilized to assert their demands for self-
determination, culminating in several rebellions. These uprisings are rooted in the desire for greater
political autonomy, recognition of their cultural identity, and more equitable distribution of resources.
The most significant of these rebellions, like the 2012 uprising in Mali, was fueled not only by the
internal dynamics of these countries but also by the broader historical legacy of partition and
marginalization by post-colonial states.

Thus, the partition of the Tuareg across national borders and their continued marginalization in the post-
colonial era have played a pivotal role in shaping their grievances and fueling their ongoing struggle
for autonomy and self-determination.

Furthermore, post-colonial theory critiques the centralization of power in African states, which often
ignored or undermined indigenous governance structures, further alienating ethnic groups like the
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Tuareg. The central government’s failure to integrate the Tuareg into the political and economic life of
the state, coupled with the ongoing neglect of the northern regions, laid the groundwork for the Tuareg
insurgency. This theoretical approach enables a deeper understanding of how colonial legacies continue
to fuel contemporary conflicts across the Sahel, including the Tuareg rebellion in Mali®.

The Tuareg Rebellion: A Historical Context

The Tuareg rebellion, rooted in deep historical complexities, has its origins in the colonial era, where
the seeds of conflict were sown through colonial administrative practices and the imposition of arbitrary
borders. Under French colonial rule, the Tuareg people, who had long maintained a decentralized and
autonomous political structure based on tribal divisions, were subjected to a series of administrative
changes that undermined their traditional forms of governance’. The French, in their efforts to impose
control over the vast territories they colonized, disregarded the Tuareg’s established political system,
imposing a centralized and bureaucratic governance framework that did not reflect the social and
political realities of the Tuareg people. This imposition disrupted their autonomy and fueled a sense of
dislocation, as the Tuareg were accustomed to managing their affairs independently, with authority
vested in local chiefs and tribal councils.

The impact of these colonial policies was compounded by the arbitrary borders that the French drew,
which split the Tuareg people across several newly created national states, including Mali, Niger,
Algeria, and Libya. These borders disregarded the Tuareg's transnational existence, leaving many to
find themselves as minorities in the newly formed states. The borders not only physically separated the
Tuareg from their kin across national lines but also fragmented their sense of identity, intensifying
feelings of alienation and marginalization. This colonial legacy, encapsulated in the imposed borders
and the undermining of Tuareg autonomy, set the stage for future uprisings and rebellions, as the Tuareg
began to see the post-colonial state as a vehicle for continued subjugation rather than self-determination.

When Mali gained independence from France in 1960, the Tuareg people found themselves politically
marginalized by the newly established Malian government. The state, created with the assistance of the
former colonial power, inherited the centralized administrative system that had been imposed during
the colonial era. This new state structure failed to accommodate the diverse ethnic and cultural groups
within the country, including the Tuareg, who had long been accustomed to self-rule. The central
government, dominated by the ethnic groups of the southern regions, largely ignored the Tuareg’s needs
and aspirations, leading to growing discontent among the Tuareg population. The failure to recognize
their political and cultural rights, coupled with the continued economic neglect of the northern regions
where the Tuareg predominantly resided, led to the eruption of the first Tuareg rebellion in 1963.
Although this initial uprising was swiftly suppressed by the Malian government, it marked the
beginning of a long-standing history of Tuareg insurgencies, rooted in the desire for greater political
representation, autonomy, and control over their ancestral lands.

The post-colonial state, with its inherited borders and centralized power structures, provided a fertile
ground for such uprisings. From the perspective of post-colonial theory, the Tuareg rebellion reflects
the failures of the newly independent states to address the inequities and injustices left by colonialism.
In post-colonial societies, where colonial borders and governance structures often persist, the
marginalized indigenous groups, like the Tuareg, find themselves excluded from power, reinforcing
colonial-era patterns of domination and exploitation. The imposition of the post-colonial state, often
shaped by the interests of the colonial power and the ruling elite, did little to address the needs of ethnic
minorities, exacerbating tensions and driving demands for self-determination.

The most significant and widely recognized Tuareg rebellion occurred in 2012, when the Tuareg
National Movement for the Liberation of Azawad (MNLA) seized control of northern Mali. This
marked a culmination of decades of dissatisfaction, as the MNLA, along with other armed groups,
declared the region of Azawad as an independent state. The MNLA’s declaration of independence was
a direct challenge to the Malian state, which, in the Tuareg’s eyes, had long been a symbol of political
and economic marginalization. The rebellion, while initially a Tuareg-driven movement for self-
determination, soon became more complex as Islamist extremist groups, such as Al-Qaeda in the

183


mailto:officialnjas@gmail.com

NIGERIAN JOURNAL OF AFRICAN STUDIES (NJAS) VOL. 6 NO. 3, 2024 (ISSN: 2734-3146), Indexed in Google Scholar
(Email: officialnjas@gmail.com) A publication of African Studies, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, Nigeria

Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), hijacked the conflict, shifting its focus from ethnic self-determination to
ideological warfare. The involvement of these Islamist groups further destabilized the region, turning
northern Mali into a battleground between local Tuareg fighters, transnational extremist groups, and the
Malian government, as well as international forces.

The 2012 rebellion, therefore, highlights not only the ongoing struggle of the Tuareg for political
autonomy but also the larger consequences of the colonial legacy and post-colonial state-building. The
partition of the Tuareg across national borders, their systematic exclusion from political power, and the
imposition of foreign governance models have all contributed to their deep-seated grievances. These
factors are central to understanding the persistence of Tuareg rebellions and the broader challenges
faced by post-colonial African states in managing ethnic diversity, political representation, and regional
autonomy. The Tuareg rebellion in 2012, in particular, underscores the fragility of post-colonial states
and their inability to heal the divisions created during the colonial period, with far-reaching implications
for regional stability and security®.

ECOWAS?’s Role in the Tuareg Conflict

ECOWAS has been deeply involved in efforts to mediate the Tuareg rebellion and restore stability to
Mali. The organization’s initial response was diplomatic, with ECOWAS engaging in negotiations
between the Malian government and the Tuareg rebels. However, as the situation escalated and Islamist
militants gained control over large swathes of northern Mali, ECOWAS was forced to take more direct
action.

In 2012, ECOWAS deployed the ECOWAS Military Intervention in Mali (MICEMA), a peacekeeping
force aimed at stabilizing the country and restoring order. MICEMA was part of a broader international
effort, including French military intervention through Operation Serval, to counter the threat posed by
both the Tuareg rebels and Islamist extremist groups®. ECOWAS’s involvement was critical in the
military defeat of the Islamist groups, but the organization faced significant challenges in achieving
long-term peace and addressing the root causes of the rebellion.

Despite these efforts, ECOWAS's involvement has been criticized for being reactive rather than
proactive. The organization has struggled to balance the need for immediate military intervention with
the longer-term requirements of political and economic development in the northern regions of Mali.
ECOWAS (Economic Community of West African States) faced considerable challenges in engaging
with the Tuareg groups, who have deep-rooted grievances that extend far beyond the immediate issues
of the current conflict. These grievances are closely tied to historical, cultural, and political factors that
have shaped the Tuareg's relationship with the states they inhabit, particularly Mali. The Tuareg people,
spread across Mali, Niger, Algeria, and Libya, have long felt marginalized by national governments,
which have often failed to recognize their distinct cultural identity, political autonomy, and economic
needs.

Historically, the Tuareg's sense of grievance can be traced to colonial times when artificial borders were
drawn that divided their traditionally transnational society. These borders isolated the Tuareg from their
kin, fragmented their communities, and deprived them of the unity they had enjoyed prior to
colonization. In the post-colonial era, the newly formed states, including Mali, adopted governance
structures that were centralized and failed to accommodate the Tuareg's decentralized, tribal-based
political systems. This marginalization, both politically and economically, fostered a sense of alienation
and reinforced the Tuareg's calls for greater autonomy.

In the context of ECOWAS's engagement with the Tuareg groups, the organization's efforts are
complicated by these long-standing demands for self-determination, cultural recognition, and political
inclusion. ECOWAS, as a regional body, has a mandate to promote stability, peace, and security in
West Africa, but it also faces the challenge of balancing these goals with respect for the political and
cultural rights of ethnic groups like the Tuareg. The Tuareg's grievances are not solely about the
immediate conflict, but also about decades of exclusion and the failure of the post-colonial state to
integrate them into national political structures.
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Furthermore, the Tuareg have often viewed external interventions, including those by ECOWAS, with
suspicion. They see these interventions as aligned with the interests of the central governments, which
they perceive as oppressive. The Tuareg’s resistance to ECOWAS’s involvement is also shaped by their
distrust of international organizations that they feel have ignored their historical plight. For ECOWAS
to effectively engage with Tuareg groups, it must not only address the immediate security threats posed
by rebel movements but also engage with the deeper issues of autonomy, cultural recognition, and
inclusive governance.

ECOWAS's difficulty in engaging with the Tuareg is further exacerbated by the complex dynamics
within Mali and the broader Sahel region. The Tuareg rebellion, particularly in 2012, was further
complicated by the involvement of Islamist groups such as Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM),
which hijacked the Tuareg’s initial push for autonomy. This blending of local ethnic conflict with
broader regional jihadist movements has created a highly volatile situation, making it challenging for
ECOWAS to engage with the Tuareg in a way that addresses their core grievances while also stabilizing
the region. The organization must navigate the delicate balance of respecting the Tuareg's aspirations
for greater autonomy and political inclusion while working to counteract the threat posed by Islamist
insurgents.

In conclusion, ECOWAS's engagement with the Tuareg groups is hindered by a range of complex
factors. The Tuareg's historical grievances, which include demands for cultural recognition, political
participation, and greater autonomy, cannot be easily addressed through conventional peacekeeping or
diplomatic interventions. ECOWAS must adopt a more nuanced and inclusive approach that takes into
account the deep-seated issues of political marginalization and cultural exclusion that have shaped the
Tuareg’s demands and actions over the decades. This will require addressing not just the immediate
security threats, but also the broader issues of governance, autonomy, and representation that lie at the
heart of the Tuareg rebellion.

Implications for ECOWAS Regional Security

The Tuareg rebellion in northern Mali has profound and far-reaching implications for ECOWAS
regional security, underscoring the intricate challenges of managing conflicts in a post-colonial context.
The rebellion has destabilized Mali, creating a ripple effect of insecurity in neighboring countries such
as Niger, Burkina Faso, and Mauritania. This instability has been exacerbated by the rise of jihadist
groups, which have exploited the political vacuum in northern Mali to establish strongholds and expand
their operations across the Sahelt°. These developments have transformed the rebellion from a localized
insurgency into a significant regional security threat, complicating ECOWAS’s role in maintaining
peace and stability.

From a post-colonial perspective, the rebellion reflects the enduring impact of colonial boundaries and
governance systems on contemporary African conflicts. The arbitrary borders imposed during the
colonial era divided the Tuareg people among multiple countries, fragmenting their society and creating
a persistent sense of marginalization. The post-independence states that inherited these borders have
struggled to integrate the Tuareg into national political and economic structures, perpetuating
grievances rooted in their historical exclusion. This failure has contributed to cycles of rebellion, with
the 2012 uprising being one of the most significant manifestations of these deeper structural issues.

The implications of the Tuareg rebellion for ECOWAS security strategy highlight the complexities of
addressing transnational insurgencies in a region where ethnic and ideological divisions transcend
national borders. The Sahel’s porous borders have allowed armed groups to move freely across
countries, making it challenging for individual states or ECOWAS as a collective to contain the spread
of extremism. The rebellion and its aftermath have seen jihadist groups such as Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM) and others embedding themselves in the region, leveraging local grievances to
strengthen their influence. This has created a dangerous nexus between ethnic-based rebellions and
global jihadist networks, further complicating the security landscape.
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For ECOWAS, the rebellion underscores the limitations of traditional security interventions in
addressing deeply rooted, multi-dimensional conflicts. Military responses, while necessary to counter
immediate threats, are insufficient to resolve the underlying issues that fuel such insurgencies. The
Tuareg rebellion demonstrates the need for a more comprehensive and inclusive approach to conflict
resolution. Such an approach would involve addressing the political, economic, and cultural dimensions
of the conflict, including the Tuareg’s demands for autonomy, political representation, and cultural
recognition. Without tackling these foundational issues, efforts to stabilize the region are likely to
remain superficial and temporary.

The rebellion also illustrates the challenges that regional organizations like ECOWAS face in
peacebuilding within a post-colonial framework. ECOWAS has been instrumental in coordinating
responses to the crisis, including military interventions and support for political negotiations. However,
the organization’s capacity to influence outcomes is constrained by the structural legacies of
colonialism, which have left many member states with weak governance systems and limited resources.
The Tuareg rebellion reveals the tension between ECOWAS’s aspirations for regional integration and
the fragmented realities of its member states, where ethnic and political divisions often undermine
collective security efforts.

Moreover, the conflict highlights the need for ECOWAS to adopt a long-term strategy that goes beyond
immediate security concerns. This involves engaging with the historical and socio-political contexts of
conflicts, recognizing that many of these issues are rooted in the legacies of colonial rule. Post-colonial
theory provides a critical lens through which ECOWAS can understand and address the structural
inequalities and injustices that continue to drive instability in the region. By acknowledging and
addressing these historical grievances, ECOWAS can develop more effective and sustainable solutions
to the challenges posed by conflicts like the Tuareg rebellion.

Therefore, the Tuareg rebellion in northern Mali serves as a stark reminder of the enduring legacies of
colonialism and the complex interplay between local grievances and regional security dynamics. For
ECOWAS, the rebellion poses significant challenges but also offers an opportunity to reframe its
approach to conflict resolution!t. By addressing the root causes of instability—political marginalization,
economic inequality, and cultural exclusion—ECOWAS can play a transformative role in building a
more secure and inclusive region. This requires not only immediate action to counter security threats
but also a commitment to long-term peacebuilding efforts that address the structural factors
underpinning conflicts in the Sahel and beyond.

Conclusion

The Tuareg rebellion in northern Mali is a complex and multifaceted conflict with deep historical roots.
ECOWAS’s involvement in the crisis, while important in stabilizing Mali, highlights the challenges of
addressing the root causes of the rebellion. Post-colonial theory provides valuable insights into the long-
term effects of colonialism on the political and ethnic dynamics of the region, explaining much of the
discontent among the Tuareg people. As ECOWAS continues to play a central role in managing regional
security, the organization must adopt a more holistic approach to conflict resolution—one that addresses
the socio-political and economic grievances that underpin insurgencies like the Tuareg rebellion. Only
through comprehensive peacebuilding efforts that transcend military intervention can ECOWAS hope
to achieve long-term stability in the Sahel region. Military strategies, while essential for addressing
immediate security threats posed by armed groups and insurgencies, are insufficient to tackle the
underlying issues fueling conflict. The Sahel's instability is deeply rooted in structural challenges,
including political marginalization, economic inequalities, weak governance, and the legacy of colonial
boundaries that divided ethnic groups and disrupted traditional systems of governance.

Comprehensive peacebuilding involves addressing these root causes through inclusive dialogue,
political reforms, and socio-economic development. ECOWAS must engage with all stakeholders,
including marginalized communities such as the Tuareg, to foster a sense of ownership and participation
in governance. This includes recognizing and addressing long-standing grievances related to autonomy,
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cultural recognition, and equitable resource distribution. Such efforts can build trust and legitimacy
between governments and local populations, reducing the appeal of insurgent and extremist groups.

Moreover, peacebuilding requires investment in development projects that enhance livelihoods,
education, and infrastructure in vulnerable areas. By addressing economic disparities and creating
opportunities for local communities, ECOWAS can undermine the socio-economic conditions that
insurgents exploit to recruit and radicalize individuals. Strengthening governance institutions is equally
critical to ensure transparency, accountability, and the effective delivery of services, which can bolster
public trust in the state.

A regional approach is vital, given the transnational nature of security challenges in the Sahel.
ECOWAS must coordinate efforts among member states, strengthen border controls, and enhance
intelligence-sharing to address cross-border threats effectively. However, these initiatives must be
complemented by grassroots efforts that promote social cohesion and reconciliation among diverse
ethnic and religious groups.

Incorporating a post-colonial lens, ECOWAS must also confront the enduring impacts of colonialism,
which have contributed to the fragmentation and marginalization of certain communities. By
acknowledging these historical injustices and fostering policies that promote inclusivity and equity, the
organization can lay the foundation for sustainable peace.

Ultimately, long-term stability in the Sahel will not be achieved through military means alone. It
requires a holistic strategy that combines security measures with political, economic, and social
interventions, ensuring that all voices are heard and all communities benefit from peacebuilding efforts.
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