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Abstract 

This research delves into the fascinating concept of free will within the ethical framework developed by ancient 

Greek philosopher Aristotle and explores its application in Nigeria's election process. Through an in-depth 

comparative analysis, this study aims to uncover the extent to which free will is exercised within the country's 

political landscape, drawing upon Aristotle's theoretical ideas and their practical manifestation in Nigeria's 

electoral decision-making. By examining specific case studies of elections in Nigeria, this research examines the 

exercise of free will in voter choices, taking into consideration the various external factors that may influence 

their decisions, such as political dynamics, social influences, and economic factors. Furthermore, it critically 

analyzes the ethical implications associated with the utilization of free will in Nigeria's election process, 

highlighting the challenges and limitations faced during its implementation. By addressing the significance of 

studying free will within Nigeria's election process, this research contributes to a better understanding of how 

Aristotle's ethical theory aligns with the realities of contemporary Nigerian politics. It offers valuable insights into 

the exercise of free will in elections, shedding light on the ethical complexities involved and providing potential 

avenues for improvement in the country's democratic system. The findings of this study not only lay the 

groundwork for future research but also serve as a basis for informed discourse on the role of free will in political 

decision-making processes.  
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Introduction 

Aristotle, a renowned ancient Greek philosopher (384-322 BCE), is widely regarded as one of the most influential 

thinkers in Western philosophy. His ethical theory, as presented in his work "Nicomachean Ethics," provides a 

comprehensive framework for understanding the nature of human morality and virtue. It argues - every art and 

every scientific system and in like manner every course of action and deliberate preference, seems to aim at some 

good; and consequently “the Good” has been well defined as “that which all things aim at” (Browne, R. p. 1). 

Aristotle's ethical philosophy hence explores the concept of eudaimonia, often translated as "flourishing" or "well-

being," and posits that individuals can achieve this state through the cultivation of virtues. 

 

At the core of Aristotle's ethical theory lies the concept of free will. Aristotle believed that human beings possess 

the capacity for rationality and deliberation, which enables and exercise agency in determining their actions. Free 

will, according to Aristotle, is the capacity to act in accordance with reason and moral virtues, allowing individuals 

to shape their own characters and pursue a virtuous life. 

 

The significance of the concept of free will in Nigeria's election process 

The study of the concept of free will in Nigeria's election process holds significant importance for several reasons. 

Firstly, it sheds light on the ethical dimensions of individual agency and decision-making within a democratic 

context. Understanding how free will operates in elections allows for a deeper appreciation of the moral 

responsibility of both voters and political leaders. 

 

Secondly, studying the concept of free will helps identify the challenges and limitations that hinder the genuine 

exercise of agency in Nigeria's elections. By recognizing these barriers, policymakers, civil society organizations, 

and electoral bodies can develop targeted interventions to overcome these challenges and improve the electoral 

process. 

 

Thirdly, examining free will in the Nigerian context contributes to the broader discourse on democratic 

governance and ethical decision-making. Nigeria's experience with elections and the complexities it faces provide 

valuable insights for other countries grappling with similar issues (Yusuf, A. p. 210). Lessons learned from Nigeria 

can inform and inspire improvements in electoral systems worldwide. 
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Brief overview of Nigeria's election process 

Nigeria, located in West Africa, is the most populous country on the African continent and has experienced a 

complex political history. Since gaining independence from British colonial rule in 1960, Nigeria has undergone 

several transitions and periods of military rule, eventually establishing a democratic system. From a minimalist 

perspective, elections are the first and most basic indicator of democracy. Election can only engender the 

consolidation of democracy in Nigeria if the electoral processes are reformed in ways that fundamentally address 

autonomy and capability of INEC and related electoral agencies, particularly political parties, to discharge their 

responsibilities effectively (Omotola, Shola, p. 535).  

 

Nigeria's election process has faced numerous challenges and controversies. Issues such as voter fraud (which 

include vote-buying and figure-manipulation), political corruption, violence, and ethnic tensions have marred the 

integrity and fairness of elections. However, despite these challenges, elections remain a crucial aspect of Nigeria's 

democratic system, providing an avenue for citizens to participate in the selection of their leaders and shape the 

course of the nation. 

 

Aristotle's Ethical Theory: An Overview 

The role of free will in Aristotle's ethical framework 

Free-will plays a crucial role in Aristotle's ethical framework as it enables individuals to shape their characters 

and make choices that lead to virtuous actions. Aristotle believed that through the exercise of free will, individuals 

have the power to determine their own destiny and live a life of moral excellence. 

According to Aristotle, free will operates within the realm of practical reasoning and moral deliberation. It 

involves the ability to assess different courses of action, evaluate their ethical implications, and make choices that 

align with moral virtues and contribute to the overall flourishing of the individual and the community (Adebayo, 

L. p. 45). 

 

The connection between free will, moral responsibility, and virtue 

In Aristotle's ethical theory, free will is intricately connected to moral responsibility and virtue. Aristotle argued 

that individuals are morally responsible for their actions when they exercise free will and make choices that align 

with moral virtues. By acting virtuously, individuals demonstrate their capacity to exercise agency and make 

ethical decisions. 

Moreover, Aristotle believed that the cultivation of virtues through the exercise of free will is essential for the 

development of a virtuous character. Through repeated acts of virtuous behaviour, individuals reinforce their 

virtuous disposition and enhance their capacity to act in accordance with reason and moral principles. 

 

Nigeria's Election Process: A Comparative Analysis 

Historical context and evolution of Nigeria's democratic system 

To understand the application of free will in Nigeria's election process, it is essential to consider the historical 

context and evolution of the country's democratic system. Nigeria gained independence from British colonial rule 

in 1960 and has since undergone periods of military rule and democratic transitions. 

The establishment of a democratic system in Nigeria has been marked by challenges, including political instability, 

corruption, religious bias and ethnic tensions. However, Nigeria has made significant strides towards 

democratization, with the adoption of a multi-party system and the holding of regular elections. 

Challenges and controversies in Nigeria's election process 

Nigeria's election process has faced numerous challenges and controversies that have impacted the exercise of 

free will. These challenges include voter fraud, political violence, inadequate electoral infrastructure, and 

allegations of manipulation and rigging. Such issues can undermine the integrity of elections and hinder the ability 

of individuals to freely express their choices through the voting process. 

Controversies surrounding the transparency and fairness of elections in Nigeria have raised concerns about the 

extent to which free will is exercised. The influence of money, vote-buying, and intimidation tactics can distort 

the expression of individual preferences, limiting the genuine exercise of free will in the electoral decision-making 

process (Ahmed, H. p. 58). 

How the exercise of free will is reflected in the electoral decision-making process in Nigeria 

Despite the challenges, Nigeria's election process provides an opportunity for individuals to exercise their free 

will and shape the political landscape of the country. Voters have the freedom to choose among different 

candidates and parties, reflecting their preferences, values, and aspirations. 

The exercise of free will in Nigeria's election process can be observed through voter turnout, engagement in 

political campaigns, and the choice of candidates based on their policies, character, and perceived ability to 

address pressing issues. It is through the exercise of free will that voters express their agency and contribute to 

the democratic process. 
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However, it is important to recognize the impact of various external factors on the exercise of free will. 

Socioeconomic disparities, religious and ethnic affiliations, political propaganda, and the influence of powerful 

elites can shape the choices individuals make during elections, sometimes compromising the genuine exercise of 

free will (Onyeka, M. p. 101). By comparing the theoretical framework of free will in Aristotle's ethical theory 

with its practical manifestation in Nigeria's election process, we can gain insights into the complexities and 

challenges associated with the exercise of agency and decision-making in the Nigerian political scenery. 

 

Case Studies: Examining Free Will in Nigeria's Elections 

To gain a deeper understanding of the exercise of free will in Nigeria's election process, it is essential to analyze 

specific elections over time and examine the role of free will in voter choices. By examining different electoral 

scenarios, we can explore the extent to which individuals exercise agency and make autonomous decisions. 

 

Case Study 1: Presidential Election 2019 

The 2019 Presidential election in Nigeria was a highly significant event that showcased the complex interplay of 

factors influencing voter choices. This case study aims to critically analyze these influences, including the 

candidates' platforms, track records, and charisma. Additionally, it assesses the extent to which voters exercised 

free will, drawing on Aristotle's concept of rationality and moral virtues.  

 

Factors Influencing Voter Choices 

Candidate Platforms: 

During the 2019 Nigerian Presidential election, the candidates presented varying platforms to address the nation's 

challenges. Voters evaluated each candidate's proposed policies, such as economic reforms, security strategies, 

and infrastructure development. These platforms influenced voter choices as individuals aligned their preferences 

with the candidate whose proposals resonated most. For example, President Muhammadu Buhari's platform 

focused on anti-corruption measures, economic diversification, and job creation. On the other hand, Atiku 

Abubakar's platform emphasized structural reforms, improving education and healthcare, and revitalizing the 

economy (Adewale, F. p. 89). Voters' decisions were largely influenced by the perceived ability of a candidate's 

platform to address their immediate concerns. 

Track Records: 

Candidates' past performance and track records played a crucial role in shaping voter choices. The electorate 

evaluated their previous public service experiences, consistency in upholding promises, and achievements. These 

factors helped voters gauge whether a candidate possessed the necessary aptitudes to successfully implement their 

proposed policies. For instance, President Buhari's track record as a former military leader and his previous tenure 

as president were central to his appeal among voters seeking stability and strong governance. In contrast, Atiku 

Abubakar's extensive experience in the private sector and his role as Vice President during former President 

Olusegun Obasanjo's administration factored into his appeal among voters looking for economic expertise. 

Charisma: 

The charisma of candidates was another influential factor. The ability to inspire and connect emotionally with the 

electorate played a role in shaping voter choices. Charisma could create trust, instill confidence, and attract 

supporters. For example, President Buhari's disciplined demeanor and reputation for integrity resonated with many 

Nigerians who were tired of corruption in politics. Conversely, Atiku Abubakar's charisma and public speaking 

skills appealed to voters seeking a charismatic leader who could rally the nation toward progress. 

Role of Free Will and Alignment with Aristotle's Concept 

Free will can be understood as the power to make choices unconstrained by external factors. In the Nigerian 

Presidential election, voters exercised their free will to evaluate candidates' platforms, track records, and charisma 

based on their personal values, needs, and aspirations before casting their votes. Aristotle's concept of rationality 

and moral virtues suggest that individuals should make decisions based on reason and virtue (Eze, G. p. 76). In 

the context of the 2019 Nigerian Presidential election, voters could align their decisions with this concept by 

critically assessing candidates' platforms, track records, and personal character traits. Voters who made choices 

based on careful considerations of these factors demonstrated rationality and the pursuit of moral virtues. 

 

Impact of Campaigns, Media Influence, and Party Affiliation on Free Will 

Political Campaigns: 

Political campaigns played a significant role in shaping voter choices. Candidates used speeches, rallies, and 

advertisements to present their platforms, highlight achievements, and contrast themselves with opponents. These 

campaigns aimed to sway voters' decision-making processes and influence their exercise of free will. 
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Media Influence: 

Media outlets, both traditional and online, exerted considerable influence over voters' perceptions of candidates. 

Biased reporting, misinformation, or the overwhelming presence of certain narratives could sway public opinion 

and impact voters' exercise of free will. 

Party Affiliation: 

Party affiliation influenced voters' decisions by providing a framework for their political identity. Loyalty to a 

particular party often influenced voters' choices, even in the face of strong evidence or alternative options. This 

may limit the exercise of free will, as voters may prioritize party loyalty over critical evaluation of candidates 

based on platforms and track records. 

The 2019 Nigerian Presidential election presented a complex landscape in which various factors influenced voter 

choices. Additionally, the exercise of free will varied among voters, with some aligning with Aristotle's concept 

of rationality and moral virtues. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for enhancing the democratic process 

and ensuring that voters make informed choices based on reason, virtue, and personal values. 

 

Case Study 2: 2019 Gubernatorial Election in Imo State 

In Imo State, Nigeria’s 2019 gubernatorial election, witnessed a composite interplay of regional dynamics, local 

issues, and candidate profiles that significantly influenced voters' decision-making process. This case study aims 

to critically analyze these factors and evaluate the extent to which voters exercised free will in considering 

candidates' competence, integrity, and alignment with their aspirations. Additionally, it investigates instances of 

external influences, such as tribal affiliations or inducements, on the exercise of free will. 

Regional Dynamics: 

Imo State is characterized by a diverse political setting, with three major regions: Owerri Zone, Okigwe Zone, 

and Orlu Zone. Each region has distinct socio-political concerns, and candidates' ability to address these 

effectively played a pivotal role in voters' decision-making process. For instance, Owerri Zone, the state capital, 

sought improved infrastructure and employment opportunities, while Okigwe Zone focused on ongoing road 

projects and agricultural development. The larger Orlu Zone aimed for equitable distribution of resources and 

inclusive governance. 

Candidate Profiles: 

Emeka Ihedioha (People's Democratic Party - PDP): A former Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, 

Ihedioha presented himself as an experienced technocrat capable of addressing various challenges faced by Imo 

State. He emphasized job creation, education reform, and infrastructural development. 

Hope Uzodinma (All Progressives Congress - APC): A senator representing Imo West, Uzodinma campaigned 

on promises of economic rejuvenation, tackling corruption, and strengthening security. His supporters portrayed 

him as a proven leader with a track record of legislative accomplishments. 

 

Voters' Free Will and Consideration of Competence, Integrity, and Alignment 

While voters in Imo State had the opportunity to exercise free will, various factors influenced their decision-

making process. The credibility and alignment of a candidate's campaign promises with their aspirations 

significantly impacted voters' choices. 

Competence: Many voters critically evaluated the candidates' past performances and administrative capabilities 

to assess their competence in handling the state's affairs. This evaluation encompassed issues like previous 

leadership roles, developmental projects initiated, and experience in public service. 

Integrity: The extent to which the candidates were perceived as trustworthy and accountable was another crucial 

consideration among voters. Personal character, scandals, and allegations of corruption played a significant role 

in shaping voter perceptions. 

Alignment with Aspirations: Voters sought candidates whose proposed policies and manifestos aligned closely 

with their desired outcomes. This alignment included issues such as youth empowerment, healthcare delivery, 

education reforms, economic development, and improved infrastructural facilities (Nwosu, P. p. 70). 

External Influences on the Exercise of Free Will: 

The exercise of free will by voters in the Imo State election was, to some extent, influenced by external factors 

that sought to sway voter decisions based on tribal affiliations or financial inducements. 

Tribal Affiliations: Ethnic considerations have historically influenced political choices in Nigeria. In Imo State, 

the large number of distinct ethnic groups allowed certain candidates to exploit tribal sentiments to gain an 

advantage. These restricted voters from making unbiased decisions solely based on competence and integrity. 

Inducements: Instances of financial inducements, particularly during election campaigns, were reported in Imo 

State. These inducements ranged from direct cash payments to promises of future benefits, causing some voters 

to compromise their free will and opt for candidates who offered immediate gratification rather than long-term 

benefits (Ojo, S. p. 6). 
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The 2019 gubernatorial election in Imo State, Nigeria, exhibited a complex array of regional dynamics, local 

issues, and candidate profiles that shaped voters' decision-making. While some voters exercised free will by 

considering candidates' competence, integrity, and alignment with their aspirations, external influences like tribal 

affiliations and inducements posed challenges. Influence of external factors on the exercise of free will during 

elections 

 

While free will is a fundamental aspect of Aristotle's ethical theory, external factors can significantly influence 

the exercise of agency and decision-making during elections. One of the key external factors that significantly 

impact voter preferences and choices is cultural and ethnic identities. Toyin Falola, a prominent Nigerian historian 

and professor of African Studies opines that “Nigeria is a diverse country with over 250 ethnic groups”, and these 

identities play a crucial role in shaping political affiliations and voting behaviors. 

 

Cultural factors, such as traditions and norms, can strongly influence the exercise of free will during elections. 

For example, in many Nigerian cultures, the concept of "collective decision-making" is deeply ingrained. This 

means that individual voters may prioritize the interests of their ethnic group or community over their personal 

preferences. As a result, they may feel compelled to vote for candidates who are perceived to champion the 

interests of their cultural group, rather than voting purely based on their own free will. Moreover, cultural identities 

often form the basis of political mobilization and campaigns, at least for grassroot political outreach. Political 

parties in Nigeria frequently align themselves with specific ethnic groups or regions, and this ethno-political 

targeting can sway voters' decisions (Chukwu, I. p. 99-100). Candidates may use cultural symbols, language, and 

even traditional rituals to appeal to specific ethnic groups, thereby influencing voters' choices. 

 

Socioeconomic disparities also significantly impact the exercise of free will during elections in Nigeria. Poverty, 

limited access to resources, and unequal educational opportunities can create barriers to informed decision-

making. For instance, voters from marginalized communities who are struggling with poverty may be susceptible 

to manipulation or coercion by political actors who provide immediate economic incentives (Igwe, R. p. 121). In 

such cases, the exercise of free will can be compromised due to external pressures and practical constraints. 

To address socioeconomic disparities and enhance the exercise of free will among marginalized communities, 

strategies such as targeted poverty alleviation programs, improved access to quality education, and empowering 

grassroots organizations are vital. These initiatives can help level the playing ground and ensure that voters have 

the necessary resources and opportunities to make informed choices based on their own free will rather than 

external influences. 

 

Political propaganda, misinformation, and media influence also play a significant character in shaping voter 

perceptions and choices in Nigeria. During election campaigns, candidates and parties may use manipulative 

tactics to exploit voters' emotions and distort information. This includes spreading false narratives, inflaming 

ethno-religious tensions, and employing divisive rhetoric to sway public opinion. 

The ethical implications of these tactics are profound, as they undermine the exercise of free will by manipulating 

voters' decision-making processes. Furthermore, the distortion of information and dissemination of fake news can 

harm democratic discourse and erode trust in institutions. To counter these challenges, media literacy programs 

and fact-checking initiatives should be promoted, ensuring that citizens are equipped with the skills to critically 

evaluate and access information and make independent choices. 

 

Ethical implications of the application of free will in Nigeria's election process 

The application of free will in Nigeria's election process raises various ethical implications that are crucial for the 

functioning and progress of the democratic system. One such implication is voter responsibility and civic virtue. 

Voters have an ethical responsibility to exercise their free will in a thoughtful and informed manner, considering 

the interests of the society as a whole. For example, consider a voter who has the opportunity to elect a candidate 

known for their corrupt practices but promises immediate personal gains, versus a candidate who advocates for 

transparency and accountability but may require long-term sacrifices (Brown, A. p. 40).  

Moreover, the exercise of free will by voters can contribute to the cultivation of civic virtues within the society. 

When individuals make choices based on their moral principles and the long-term interests of society, they set an 

example for others to follow. This fosters a culture of civic responsibility, where citizens actively engage in 

politics with a focus on ethical behavior and the common good. 

 

However, the ethical implications of free will also extend to political leadership and accountability. Political 

leaders have a moral responsibility to uphold democratic principles and serve the public interest. Their actions 

and decisions must align with ethical virtues, even when they have the freedom to act otherwise. For instance, a 

politician who abuses their power for personal gain, despite having the free will to make morally upright choices, 
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undermines the trust and confidence of the electorate, which implies that the foundation of democracy is by far 

eroded, hindering creative progress of society.  

 

To ensure ethical accountability, mechanisms must be in place to align political actions with moral virtues. This 

can be achieved through transparent governance, institutional checks and balances, and strong ethical codes of 

conduct for political actors. By holding politicians accountable for their actions and decisions, regardless of their 

exercise of free will, the society can ensure that the democratic process remains ethical and serves the best interests 

of its citizens (Ekwueme. N. p. 9). Voters and political leaders, have ethical responsibilities to uphold the 

democratic principles, by morally striving to achieve goals that create a strong move to society’s development.  

 

Challenges of Election Process in Nigeria 

Given the political nature of Nigeria, especially the election process that brings into power the different political 

leaders, one would make a case that it is fraught with challenges that impose a great deal of disadvantage to the 

actualizing a free and fair election. These challenges are:   

Electoral Malpractice: Nigeria has faced challenges of electoral malpractice, including voter fraud, ballot 

manipulation, and violence during elections. These malpractices undermine the integrity of the electoral process 

and hinder the exercise of free will. Addressing and combating electoral malpractice is essential for fostering an 

environment where free will can be exercised without external interference or coercion. 

Political Polarization and Identity Politics: Nigeria's diverse cultural, religious, and ethnic landscape can give 

rise to political polarization and identity politics. When voters align their choices solely based on cultural or ethnic 

identity rather than rational deliberation, the exercise of free will may be compromised (Obi. E, p. 3). Encouraging 

inclusive and issue-based political discourse can help mitigate the negative effects of political polarization and 

identity politics on the exercise of free will. 

 

Critiques and limitations of Aristotle's concept of free will in the Nigerian context 

While Aristotle's concept of free will provides a valuable framework for understanding individual agency and 

decision-making, critiques and limitations of Aristotle's concept of free will in the Nigerian context can be 

explored by examining the structural and systemic constraints that exist within the country. These constraints 

often impede the exercise of free will, particularly in Nigeria's election process. 

 

One significant limitation is the prevalence of corruption in Nigeria. Corruption undermines the genuine exercise 

of agency by distorting the decision-making process and manipulating outcomes. Political leaders may use their 

power to influence elections through bribery, voter intimidation, or rigging. In this context, individuals' ability to 

freely choose and participate in the electoral process is compromised (Okon, R. p. 20). 

Power imbalances are another constraint that hinders the exercise of free will. Nigeria has a history of political 

inequality, with a small elite class exerting disproportionate control over resources and the political landscape. 

This imbalance of power limits the options available to ordinary citizens, reducing their agency in making 

informed choices during elections. 

 

Institutional weaknesses also play a role in constraining free will. The Nigerian electoral system has been criticized 

for its lack of transparency, inadequate voter registration processes, and weak enforcement of electoral laws. These 

deficiencies create an environment where individuals may struggle to freely express their will due to barriers such 

as voter suppression, electoral fraud, or limited access to information. Aristotle's concept suggests that individuals 

are responsible for their actions and are capable of making deliberate choices (Okon, R. p. 23). However, in the 

Nigerian context, the structural and systemic constraints undermine the genuine exercise of agency, challenging 

the notion that individuals have full control over their decisions. 

 

Cultural and relativistic perspectives also need to be considered in the application of Aristotle's concept of free 

will in Nigeria. Nigeria is a diverse country with various cultural values and beliefs that shape alternative 

understandings of agency and decision-making. Different ethnic groups may have distinct traditions, customs, and 

expectations regarding political participation, which may differ from Aristotle's concept of free will. 

Cultural relativism further challenges the universality of Aristotle's ethical theory. It suggests that ethical norms 

and principles are relative to each culture, and therefore, what may be considered as the exercise of free will in 

one culture may not be seen as such in another (Okon R. p. 25). The application of Aristotle's ethical theory in the 

Nigerian electoral context requires sensitivity to these diverse cultural perspectives. 
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Strategies for enhancing the exercise of free will in Nigeria's election process 

In order to enhance the exercise of free will in Nigeria's election process, it is crucial to implement comprehensive 

electoral reforms that promote transparency and accountability. These reforms should address various aspects of 

the electoral process, including voter education, monitoring mechanisms, technological advancements, and ethical 

considerations. 

 

One strategy for enhancing free will is through improved voter education. By providing citizens with accurate 

information about their civic responsibilities as voters, they can make informed choices based on their own 

preferences rather than being influenced by external factors (Ibrahim, A. p. 77). Voter education programs can 

empower individuals to critically analyze political candidates, party platforms, and policy proposals, enabling 

them to exercise their free will effectively. 

 

Furthermore, leveraging technology, such as the Biometric Voter Authentication System (BVAS), can reduce 

manipulation and figure alteration in the electoral process. The use of advanced technologies can enhance the 

accuracy and efficiency of voter registration, authentication, and vote counting, thus minimizing the possibility 

for fraudulent electoral activities. This ensures that the exercise of free will is safeguarded and that the election 

process is transparent and accountable. 

 

Moreover, it is essential to promote civic education and political literacy among citizens. Strong emphasis should 

be placed on promoting critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and civic engagement. By educating citizens about 

their rights and responsibilities, as well as the importance of active participation in the electoral process, voters 

can make independent decisions based on their own values and beliefs (Odumegwu, O. p. 67). This reduces 

political apathy and encourages individuals to exercise their free will through informed decision-making. 

In addition, a strong and independent judiciary, effective electoral commissions, and accountable governance 

structures are necessary to safeguard the exercise of free will. These institutions play a crucial role in upholding 

the rule of law, ensuring fair and transparent elections, and addressing any electoral disputes or irregularities that 

may arise. Institutional strengthening contributes to a more ethical electoral process, leading to enhanced free will 

among voters (Okoro, J. p. 78). It is again vital to appoint an electoral chairman who has a long history of honesty, 

with equal knowledge on the technicality of electoral process through technology. 

 

Overall, the analysis of free will in Aristotle's ethical theory and its application within Nigeria's election process 

provides valuable insights into the complexities and challenges associated with the exercise of agency and 

decision-making in the Nigerian political landscape. Through case studies, we have examined the role of free will 

in voter choices and the influence of external factors on the exercise of agency. Ethical implications and critiques 

have been explored, along with strategies for enhancing the exercise of free will. Ultimately, by addressing the 

challenges and enhancing the exercise of free will, Nigeria can strive towards a more inclusive, transparent, and 

morally grounded electoral system. 

 

Suggestions for Further Research in The Electoral System 

This research has offered a comprehensive analysis of the concept of free will in Aristotle's ethical theory and its 

application in Nigeria's election process. However, there are several areas for further research and improvements 

in the electoral system that warrant attention: 

Long-term Impact Assessment: Conducting longitudinal studies to assess the long-term impact of strategies 

aimed at enhancing the exercise of free will in Nigeria's election process. This research can provide insights into 

the effectiveness and sustainability of implemented measures. 

Role of Technology: Exploring the role of technology in facilitating the exercise of free will and ensuring the 

integrity of the electoral process. Research on the potential benefits and risks of digital voting systems, blockchain 

technology, and electronic voter registration can contribute to the ongoing efforts to modernize Nigeria's electoral 

system. 

Inclusivity and Representation: Investigating the ways in which the exercise of free will can promote inclusivity 

and enhance representation in Nigeria's democracy. Research on affirmative action, gender equality, and minority 

rights can shed light on how the exercise of free will can be harnessed to address issues of underrepresentation 

and promote a more inclusive political landscape. 

Comparative Studies: Conducting comparative studies between Nigeria and other countries with diverse 

electoral systems. Comparative analysis can provide valuable insights into alternative approaches, best practices, 

and lessons learned that can inform improvements in Nigeria's electoral system. 

Ethical Leadership: Exploring the role of ethical leadership in fostering the exercise of free will and promoting 

ethical decision-making in Nigeria's politics. Research on the qualities, behaviors, and accountability mechanisms 

of political leaders can contribute to the cultivation of a morally grounded political culture. 
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Public Perception and Trust: Investigating public perception and trust in the electoral process. Research on the 

factors that influence trust, such as transparency, accountability, and fairness, can guide efforts to strengthen 

public confidence in the exercise of free will. 

Constitutional Reforms: Examining the potential for constitutional reforms that enhance the exercise of free will 

in Nigeria's election process. This research can explore topics such as campaign finance regulations, party system 

reforms, and electoral system design to promote fairness, accountability, and voter empowerment. 

 

Conclusion 

This research has provided an extensive analysis of the concept of free will in Aristotle's ethical theory and its 

application in Nigeria's election process. It has underscored the significance of studying free will in understanding 

individual agency and decision-making within a democratic framework. Furthermore, it has identified challenges, 

proposed strategies for improvement, and suggested avenues for further research to enhance the exercise of free 

will in Nigeria's electoral system. We explored Aristotle's concept of free will, which emphasizes the role of 

rationality, moral virtues, and the cultivation of a virtuous character in shaping individual agency and decision-

making. We discussed how the exercise of free will allows voters to express their preferences, values, and 

aspirations, contributing to the democratic process. We also discussed the practical challenges and limitations in 

the application of free will during elections in Nigeria. Issues such as voter education and awareness, electoral 

malpractice, and political polarization were identified as obstacles that impact the genuine exercise of free will by 

voters. By continually engaging in critical analysis, research, and reform efforts, Nigeria can strive towards a more 

inclusive, transparent, and ethically grounded democracy that upholds the principles of free will and serves the 

best interests of its citizens. 
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