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Abstract 

The spate and scale of poverty appear to have overstretched the capacity of many individuals in Nigeria. 

The apparently increasing cost of living resulting from hyper-inflation orchestrated by faulty economic 

policies tend to have pushed more people into pool of poverty. This suggests that tackling endemic poverty 

requires a more effective democratic governance to formulate and implement proactive economic policies 

to stabilize the system. Therefore, this paper interrogates the imperative of effective democratic governance 

in curbing endemic poverty in Nigeria. Democratic governance is a mechanism to ensure inclusiveness, 

transparency and good governance, responsiveness and adherence to the rule of law to sustain the well-

being of citizens in the state. Relying on the abstractions of the Elite theory and qualitative data, this paper 

argues that bad governance, characterized by primitive wealth accumulation, disjointed policies and 

inconsistencies, poor leadership and elite manipulations tend to increase poverty index in Nigeria. It is 

indicative that the Nigeria’s government overtime failed to entrench practical measures in terms of security, 

industrialization and fiscal economic stability that can guarantee the effective implementation of poverty 

reduction programmes. The study concludes that the government’s inability to enhance the people's 

collective well-being due to prebendal attitude towards governance in the country. The study recommends 

strong advocacy and enforcement of good governance, entrenchment of workable measures and sound 

policies that can greatly impact the economic well-being of the people in Nigeria. 

 Keywords: Democratic governance, endemic poverty, poverty reduction, underdevelopment, 

unemployment, insecurity 

 

Introduction 

The menace of poverty, though global, is most devastating in Africa. Human conditions in most African 

countries especially Nigeria tend to have greatly deteriorated. Real disposable incomes have declined 

steeply, malnutrition rates have risen sharply, food production has hardly kept pace with population growth 

and the quantity and quality of health and education services have also deteriorated (Hashim, 2015). In this 

regard, the report of the British Department for International Development (2023), opined that over 75% of 
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Nigerians are poor and 85% of the extreme poor live in rural areas, while 30% of 36 states including are 

experiencing poverty above 70%. The country is confronted not just with pockets of poverty, disadvantaged 

or marginalized areas, groups and individuals, but with mass poverty. The Nigerian situation becomes even 

more pathetic when comparisons are made with other less endowed developing countries in Africa and 

other parts of the developing world. 

 

The extent of poverty in Nigeria becomes even more alarming when the real wages of workers, especially 

those in the public service, are compared to the high cost of things in the market. Over 70% of the 

population of Nigeria had an income of less than one dollar a day (Hashim, 2015). Poverty and 

unemployment in Nigeria has reached its peak as manifested in the prevalence of acute hunger, 

homelessness, deteriorating and helpless situation of the people with severe consequences on social 

economic and political development of the country. 

 

The spate and scale of poverty appear to have overstretched the capacity of many individuals in Nigeria. 

The apparently increasing cost of living resulting from hyper-inflation orchestrated by faulty economic 

policies tend to have pushed more people into pool of poverty. This suggests that tackling endemic poverty 

require a more effective democratic governance to formulate and implement proactive economic policies 

to stabilize the system. The government has introduced several measures to mitigate the level of poverty 

and ensure the economic well-being of the people. The various poverty alleviation programmes have been 

geared towards improving the economic well-being of the people.  Abdullahi (2003), Nwanolue and 

Ojukwu (2012) in their separate studies argued that Nigeria is trapped in poverty and underdevelopment. 

Also, the high poverty rate is a pointer to governance deficits in Nigeria.  

 

There is no doubt that the system of government in any society determines the pace of socio-economic 

development of the people. For instance, Liberal Democracy is seen as one of the most popular forms of 

governance that appeal strongly to ordinary people, civil societies, and human rights activists for socio-

economic development. The desired goal(s) of any democratic government is to make life comfortable for 

the citizenry's generality through providing food, adequate shelter, habitable housing, functional education, 

an accessible health care system, and functional public/social infrastructures, among others.  

 

Aworawo and Ifedayo (2014) affirmed that democracy is the system of government that enhances good 

governance and socioeconomic development. However, despite the fact that Nigeria practices democratic 

governance, the citizens are still confronted with endemic poverty and associated socio-economic 

development amidst of abundant human and natural resources (Okeke, 2014). In many states across Nigeria, 

many people are living without access to adequate food, safe sources of water, healthcare facilities, 

education, basic infrastructure and shelter. This scenario is a pedestal for endemic poverty in the country. 

It is against this backdrop that this paper highlights the imperative of effective democratic governance in 

curbing endemic poverty in Nigeria. 

 

Conceptualization of democracy, democratic governance and poverty reduction 

Democracy refers to the governmental system where there is the widest range of people’s participation in 

governance. This can be achieved through elections and the citizens’ involvement in formulating and 

implementing public policies for the collective good of all. On this premise, democracy is built on the rule 
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of law, which negates arbitrariness and dictatorial tendencies in the art of governance.  

 

Adeosun (2014) opined that democracy is a governmental system with elected representatives that operate 

under the rule of law in driving governance through effective representation in making governmental 

decisions and allocation of scarce resources. Appadorai (2004) noted that the concept of democracy is a 

system of government in which the people exercise their governing power through representatives 

periodically elected by them. By giving their mandates to leaders, the citizens, through their collective 

engagements, ensure that they deliver good governance. The democratic system places a premium on 

meeting the needs and aspirations of the citizens. It remains insignificant if it is not commensurate with 

people's economic well-being through poverty reduction and job opportunities (Otive, 2011). From this 

standpoint, the concept of democracy connotes that political system with legal and institutional frameworks 

accord people the right to participate in governance through rules.  

 

Democratic Governance 

Democratic governance refers to the utilisation of state power through citizens’ direct or indirect consent 

and support. This implies that democratic governance is citizen-based, and without citizens' input in 

governance, political leaders cannot engender the tenets of democracy. Democracy being the system of 

government that exercises government power, public policies cannot be implemented without its 

determination by the people directly or indirectly.  

 

George-Genyi (2013) stated that the concept of democratic governance takes into account the principles 

plausible in a democratic setting, including participation and inclusiveness, transparency and good 

governance, responsiveness and accountability, regular free and fair elections, respect for human rights and 

life, adherence to the rule of law, etc. Put together, these principles help to sustain the well-being of citizens 

in the state.  

 

Democratic governance is factored from the action-ability of the political institutions in a democratic 

system to perform certain responsibilities and to be accountable at all times, which can manifest through 

policy decisions and actions as well as laws carried out by the institutions, which include principally the 

legislature, judiciary and executive branch, and other political parties, private sector and a variety of civil 

society (Dahl, 1989; Held, 1996). From the foregoing, it is deductible that democratic governance involves 

transparency, accountability, low levels of corruption and a decentralized decision-making structure and 

programmes which have been critical contributors to one's country's development (David, 2010). In this 

sense, democratic governance brings to the fore the question of how a society organizes itself to ensure 

equality (of opportunity) and equity (social and economic justice) for all citizens. It connotes, the exercise 

of power under the rule of law, the respect for human rights and fundamental freedom; and, the transparency 

and accountability of responsible civil service, functioning at both the national and local levels (Momoh, 

2010). 

 

Democratic governance can be defined as the activities of the state and citizens or civil society to create 

partnerships, networks, coordination, negotiation, dialogue, consensus and inclusion in the process of 

formulating and implementing public policies. From the preceding, democratic governance can be 

considered the process of managing government institutions for the collective good of the citizens. This 
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presupposes that issues bordering on governance are handled without any primordial interest other than to 

promote unity, growth and development in the country. 

 

Poverty  

Poverty is all about the lack of resources which undermines the living conditions of people manifest in the 

inability to attend to their basic needs. Prominently, the basic needs in life, among other things, are shelter, 

food, clothing, and appreciable levels of health and education. Sen (1993) argued that poverty is not natural 

within a larger frame of issues created by inequality; rather, it can be reduced to the barest minimum if 

people are empowered to become independent from their needs. People’s empowerment is through 

articulated strategies and programmes that leverage poverty reduction or alleviation. These help enhance 

economic growth and provide essential services to people experiencing poverty for their social and 

financial safety nets.  Poverty can be linked with inequality and lack of economic power.  

 

According to World Bank (2015), poverty is a pronounced deprivation in well-being with many 

dimensions, including material deprivation (measured by an appropriate concept of income or 

consumption) and low levels of education and health but also vulnerability and exposure to risk and 

voicelessness and powerlessness. This means that poverty can be material and otherwise. Poverty is also 

said to be a fluid state and not a stable characteristic. The persistent nature of poverty in Nigeria, like other 

less developed countries (LDCs), shows that 53% of her population lives on less than $ 1,25 per day, and 

78% live on less than $ 2 per day (Eleagu, 2018). Despite strong growth, about 100 million Nigerians live 

on less than $ 1 per day due to the high rise of poverty (UNCTAD, 2011). It is indicative that the concept 

of poverty connotes the inability to meet a given standard of living as humans. This is precipitated by the 

lack of resources to meet these needs. In its extreme form, it is the inability to meet the basic needs of 

human existence, such as food, clothing and shelter. This scenario calls for urgent measures for poverty 

reduction mechanisms in Nigeria. 

 

Poverty Reduction 

Bununu (2020) posited that poverty reduction refers to the improvement made over individuals or groups 

in terms of their monetary expenditure being above the poverty line. This improvement guarantees the 

people’s access to healthcare, information, education, secured land tenure, economic opportunities, and 

other attendant deprivations in life. The total well-being of the people in a society is underpinned by 

economic growth, which invariably reduces poverty (Vasquez, 2001). Poverty reduction is geared towards 

permanently lifting the poverty line of people. This must be anchored on two bases: the immediate and 

future needs of the people. This is so because many people are trapped in chronic poverty, which subjects 

them to experience deprivations in all works of life. Poverty has made many people die prematurely due to 

poor nutrition, hunger, and lack of potable water and basic healthcare services. 

 

In order to achieve poverty reduction for immediate and futuristic purposes, it is ideal to adopt different 

measures. It is in the light of this that Ames, Brown, Devarajan and Izquierdo (2001) argued that poverty 

reduction is a multidimensional problem not limited to economics but political, social and cultural issues. 

The solutions to poverty reduction require a set of comprehensive and well-coordinated measures, not only 

economic policies. The essence is to improve security, facilitate empowerment and capacity building of the 

people.  
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 Theoretical Anchorage: Liberal Democracy theory 

This paper adopted the liberal democracy theory in examining the imperative of effective democratic 

governance in curbing endemic poverty in Nigeria. The major exponents of this theory are: John Locke, 

J.J. Rousseau, John Stuart Mill, Adam Smith, Baron De Montesquieu, etc. The essential basic tenets of the 

Liberal democratic theory as espoused by (Mohammed, 2013) revolve around compliance with the Rule of 

law in governance process. In line with the above assumptions, the liberal theory of democracy sets out to 

design a political system which encourages individual participation and enhances socio-economic 

development of the citizens.  

 

Although, the liberal theory has been criticized on the grounds that it is merely a decoration over an 

oligarchy, the utility of this theory as a framework of analysis lies on the fact that democratic actors 

undoubtedly play significant roles in advancing the democratic process through the provision of public 

goods and services that improve the well being of the citizens. Evidently, Nigeria since the return to 

democratic governance has been relatively stable and has been making steady progress towards enhancing 

the well being of the citizens by ensuring job creation and poverty alleviation. The hope of the Nigerians 

for a just and egalitarian society was awakened with the institution of a democratic government in 1999, 

and it gave Nigerians hope as they looked forward to a new era of stability, peace and prosperity (Olu-

Adeyemi, 2012).  

 

This is because Democratic governance presents a range of processes that brings about the implementation 

of regulations, human rights, laws and policies that ensures justice, welfare and environmental protection. 

This view is predicated on the fact that democratic governance is a social contract framed around the 

primacy of the people in the decisions and actions of government (Almond et al, 2007). Democratic 

governance has been credited with improvements in social welfare services that guarantee a gradual but 

steady improvement in the living conditions of the people.  

 

Empirical  Literature Review 

Several studies have been conducted to examine democracy, democratic governance and poverty in Nigeria. 

For instance, Ayuba (2015) conducted study on democratic governance and socio economic development 

in Nigeria looking at education, health and empowerment programmes using twelve states (two from each 

geo-political zone). Data were collected through questionnaire, interview and non-participant observation. 

The data were analysed using chi-square alongside tables and percentages. The study discovered that, 

democratic governance failed to deliver true development at the grass root level. This was buttressed by 

using the physical infrastructures before the fourth republic and during the fourth republic. He also 

discovered that party politics and party motivated programs are what characterized the democracy in the 

fourth republic. The findings went further to describe the democratic governance in Nigeria as too 

expensive as it failed to passion socio-economic development. The researchers utilized Cost-Benefit 

Analysis (CBA) to measure the performances through input output ratio. However, this study is limited as 

it relies on physical infrastructures without looking at manpower provision in the area of study. 

 

Pam, (2015), also conducted study on the Role of public bureaucracies under democratic governance in 

some selected federal institutions. Data were collected from the sample of 400 public officials and analysed 

using chi-square. The findings showed that public bureaucracies are more effective during military era than 
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during democracy. It was also discovered that public bureaucracies are characterized with indiscipline 

during democracy than under military. It was also found that democratic governance is weak in process of 

provision of social services and economic infrastructures that can enhance growth and development. This 

study is also limited as it relies on federal institutions only, neglecting the other levels of government that 

are more closer to the people in terms of provision of goods and services. 

 

Diamond (2016) also conducted study on the relationship between democratic governance and socio 

economic development taken education, health and agriculture at grass root level. Data were collected and 

were analysed using theoretical approach. The findings revealed that democracy is just a system that can 

make or mar development. The study found that development can be attained under different system of 

government which are not democratic. The findings showed that some countries like Libya, Saudi Arabia 

and Iran Republic have achieved high level of socio-economic development under non democratic 

government. While some countries under democratic regimes such as Niger Republic, Nigeria and Kenya 

were unable to accelerate the provision of goods and services that ensure socio political and economic 

development. It was concluded that, the nexus between democracy and development is neither positive, nor 

negative. However, the study by Diamond failed to establish in clear terms how the dynamics of effective 

democratic governance can helpin curbing endemic poverty in Nigeria. 

 

Suraj (2016) carried out a study on how democratic governance actualizes development through effective 

service delivery in local governments of Katsina State using employment, water supply and education – 

using questionnaire on a sample of 384 respondents. Three hypotheses were tested using sample percentage 

and chi-square tools. The findings revealed that democratic government in Katsina State was very effective 

as it provides the physical socio-economic infrastructure. The study found that political participation, 

accountability and transparency are passionate in Katsina state. It was also found that, periodic election, 

rule of law and non-partisan politics are very present in the state. This study is limited as the researcher 

used questionnaire only as a tool for data generation as it uses simple percentage only which will never 

show the level of relationship. 

 

Mato and Jacob (2011) carried out a study on the Nexus of democracy and development in Nigeria. Data 

were collected and analysed using theoretical approach. The finding revealed that there is no good 

governance that guarantees development which Nigerians Crave for. Unemployment, inequality poverty as 

well as all other indices of low/poor quality of life are experienced and present in this country. The study 

found that although Nigeria practices democracy, Nigeria is still under developed. However, this work is 

constrained by its inability to generate empirical data that can be used to base the analysis. More so, there 

was no scope and specific sample in the course of the work. Therefore, theoretical literatures might be 

insufficient to conclude on the nexus of democracy and development 

 

Omotola (2008) conducted a study on democratization, Good Governance and Development in Africa: the 

Nigerian experience. It examines the nexus among the embattled trinity, using a contextual analysis of 

Nigerian experience under the fourth republic; but within a broader framework of African democratization 

hoodless. The study found that while democracy has been on course, it has not taken a firm root, because it 

has so far been pursued and predicated on alien institutions. The study found that democracy has arrived in 

Africa but without democratic governance. It was also argued that democracy is constrained by the ethno 
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religious conflicts, party politics and high cost of governance which will never allow development to take 

place. In as much asOmotola’s study is considered relevant to the subject matter, the arguments to focus on 

the macro level of Africa’s development. In other words, it less country specific and failed address the 

poverty trajectory in Nigeria and the likely solutions. 

 

Jamo (2013) worked on the link between democracy and development in Nigeria relying on poverty 

reduction, employment generation, health care delivery, revenue and expenditure, good governance, Gross 

domestic product (GDP). Human right development index (HDI), foreign exchange rate as bases of 

analysis. The finding showed that there is no clear relationship between democracy and development in 

Nigerian context. It was lamented that, the first fourteen years of democratic dispensation in the country 

has in no way improved remarkable development. This study is limited as it was unable to domesticate the 

study and there were no primary data to support the findings of the study. 

 

Madu, Ruhana, and Suyatno (2015) carried out a study on Democracy and Rural development in Nigeria‘s 

fourth Republic: challenges and prospects. The methodologies adopted in obtaining data for the research 

are content analysis, empirical and secondary. The study found that democratic performance to bringing 

the desired changes and development in Nigeria remained abysmal and insignificant. The study found that 

rural poverty, illiteracy and corruption in governance and policy inconsistency and implementation remain 

the major challenges on democracy to bringing the desired transformation and rural development in Nigeria. 

This study is also limited as it was unable to domesticate to a specific area. 

 

Oni  (2017)  conducted a study on ‘Governance and Prebendalism in Nigeria: The Past, the Present and the 

Future’. His study assumes that good government is achievable with transparent, accountable and inclusive 

governance and the fight to eradicate corruption. It adopted documentary and thematic methods of data 

analysis. It utilized two public and prebendalism theories of Ekeh (1975) and Joseph (1987) to argue that 

democracy is rooted in governance. The study found that the main problem of governance in Nigeria is 

corruption. It, therefore recommends the practice of true fiscal federalism to reduce the concentration of 

excess economic resources, which breeds patronage politics in Nigeria. 

 

Another study on governance is that of Lawal, Imokhuede and Johnson (2012) on: ‘Governance crisis and 

the crisis of leadership in Nigeria’. The study assumes that good governance in any political system depends 

on quality leadership. They see Nigeria as a country endowed with both human and natural resources yet, 

suffers from a crisis of governance and leadership. Using secondary and qualitative analysis, the study 

revealed that the causes of crisis in governance and leadership are: corruption, lack of accountability and 

transparency, lack of oriented leadership, lack of rule of law, electoral malpractices etc. It recommends 

merit in appointing public officers and a fair playground for every contestant in public offices. 

 

Ojo, Aworawo and Ifedayo (2014) study Governance and the challenge of socio-economic development in 

Nigeria’. They considered the factors for underdevelopment in Nigeria to include: historical colonial 

experience, monolithic economy, political instability and lack of commitment among the political elites. 

The study adopted a secondary and qualitative method of data analysis. The study concludes that there is a 

link between governance and the achievement of socio-economic development which corruption has 

undermined in Nigeria. It recommends solving corruption by enforcing legal restraints on government 
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officials and enforcing the principle of accountable governance. 

 

Democratic Governance and Socioeconomic Development  in Nigeria 

The careful analysis of socioeconomic development from a broader perspective shows that it is intrinsically 

linked to good governance in a democratic regime. According to United Nations Organization (UNO) 

(1980), the enjoyment of economic and social rights is inherently linked to the enjoyment of civil and 

political rights. This means that there is a nexus between the realization of human rights and socio-economic 

development. The conference establishes that most people live in poverty, suffering from squalor, disease 

and illiteracy. This leads to sub-human existence, constituting a denial of human dignity. The Teheran 

conference resolution also recognizes an ever-widening gap between the standard of living in economically 

developed and developing countries and that universal enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 

freedoms would remain a mere hope unless the international community succeeds in narrowing this gap. 

 

Abdullahi (2003) analyses the prevalence of poverty in developing continents like Asia, Latin America and 

Africa. He summarized the various dimensions of poverty as lack of opportunity, empowerment and 

security, which affects the democratic process of most developing countries, e.g., Nigeria. Godiya and 

Atsiya (2013) analyzed Democracy and Mass Poverty Reduction in Nigeria. In their analysis, they argued 

that democratic governance in Nigeria from 1999 to 2019 has not ushered in the necessary and desired 

development. The democratic experience in Nigeria has been a sharp departure from a people-oriented 

paradigm of governance to that of the interest of those in the corridors of power. 

 

Democratic governance has many shortcomings in Nigeria, resulting in poverty, increased crime, sectarian 

violence and prebendal tendencies. The country is in a dismal state; only when there is political will on the 

side of the leaders that the country can stand out. UNDP (2002 index report has it that Nigerian is still 

trapped in poverty and underdevelopment. The report said Nigeria painfully and sadly was ranked 148 out 

of 173 countries surveyed for the yearly Human Development Index (HDI). Based on the helpless and 

factual situations, it now behoves all lovers of our common heritage for all-around-appraisal, collective re-

examination and national re-awakening in Nigeria. 

 

Democratic governance has not positively impacted the economic development of the Nigerian state; hence, 

there is the is need for the present democratic system to be restructured in a way that will integrate people 

and involve them in policy and programmes at the party level, communal and national levels, to take up 

development strategies to better the lives of the citizens. Coupled with the above is the need for vibrant 

political opposition to provide functional alternatives to issues that border poverty, performance and 

national integration (Omodia, 2013). 

 

Effective Democratic Governance and Poverty Reduction in Nigeria 

Madu, Yusof and Suyatno (2015) enthused that democracy is linked to the political and economic 

empowerment of common people in society as they are allowed to participate in decision-making in matters 

that touch their lives and determined how they are governed. The Nigerian state is not governed this way, 

as public policies are made to favour the elite against the masses. The citizen’s welfare is neglected because 

of the government’s insensitivity to their plight. Nigerian democracy epitomizes arbitrariness and 
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authoritarianism instead of protecting the personality and values of the governed (Victor & Allen, 2009; 

Ake, 1996). 

 

The essence of effective democratic governance is to promote the collective well-being of the citizens. This 

involves driving governance in line with democratic tenets like the rule of law and popular participation in 

government policy inputs and outputs. The importance of social amenities in improving the economic well-

being of the people cannot be underestimated. Effective democratic governance serves as boosters to 

socioeconomic development and the sustainable livelihood of the people. Some indicators of 

socioeconomic development, like job creation, quality healthcare centres, affordable education and housing 

schemes, and training and skill acquisition programmes, are achieved through effective governance. 

 

A democratic government that prioritizes the collective well-being of its citizens plans well for the people 

and achieves tremendous socio-economic development through eradicating poverty. Nigerian democracy 

has failed to guarantee fundamental freedom, equity, and justice to the people (Okeke, 2014). In terms of 

power, resource distribution and access to opportunities, only a few people enjoy at the detriment of the 

majority. This has exacerbated the poverty level in the country. Primitive wealth accumulation and 

Hobbesian politics define the nature and character of the Nigerian state. Public policies tend to be beneficial 

to the elite. The Nigerian state's Hobbesian politics has contributed to people's migration to foreign 

countries. This political repression forces the talented and educated to seek refuge in other nations, 

undermining national development. Poverty cannot be reduced on this premise. Its reduction or elimination 

requires distributive justice, where goods and services are distributed equitably (Ake, 1996; Manjoro, 

2017). 

 

However, Nwanegbo & Odigbo, (2013) are of the view that structural inadequacies, environmental and 

cultural imperatives inherent in recipient societies have continued to shape and reshape the principles and 

operations of democracy for adaptability. As a result and perhaps in their opinion some scholars in an effort 

to proffer a generally accepted definition tend to suggest attributes that qualify a system of government as 

democratic (Nwanegbo and Odigbo, 2012). In fact, beyond basic assumptions of democracy such as 

participation, transparency, equity, justice and periodic elections, etc., it is important to note that the 

functionality and success of democratic practice is essentially determined by the ability of such democracy 

to provide the basic needs of the people (Nwanegbo & Odigbo, 2013). For them, this makes it people 

oriented.  

 

Shehu (2015) states that Nigeria is more corrupt than most African countries. Globally, Nigeria is ranked 

150 out of 180 countries (Transparency International, 2022). Poverty has a linear relationship with the rate 

of looting that leaders afflict on their countries, particularly Nigeria. The Nigerian economy had been a 

victim of gross abuse and wasteful diversion of resources that could have been used to foster a virile and 

viable development process through corruption. This accounts for why Odeh (2010) agrees that 

inefficiency and lack of professionalism in public services are due to corrupt practices. This pathogen has 

been the bane to poverty reduction in the nation’s democratic governance. It leads to poverty and 

unemployment, among other indicators of bad governance. 
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The political leadership's policies and attitude to private wealth accumulation have ruined the economy. A 

good political leader is linked with goal orientation through policies that will improve the nation’s welfare. 

A leader is expected to be goal-oriented to enhance the public good. The essential oil that lubricates the 

wheel of government is quality leadership. Leadership is the art of influencing people to achieve their 

objectives.  

 

Strategies for Poverty Reduction in Nigeria 

Bad governance is the causative factor for the high incidence of poverty in Nigeria as   administrators 

mismanaged public affairs and funds for their good against the masses through the primitive accumulation 

of wealth. Any state desirous of development cannot achieve it when public funds are not judiciously 

utilized and accounted for as principles of democratic governance. Many strategies can be implemented to 

reduce poverty for the overall good of the people in the area. The people would continue to face difficulty 

in meeting their needs, except these strategies are made for the public good and not just for the elite in the 

area. 

 

Most of the communities in Nigeria are faced with the problem of sustainable livelihood due to the high 

rate of poverty in the country. Adefolalu (1992) insists that poverty is caused due to both exogenous and 

endogenous forces. Exogenous forces are not-individualistic-based but rather occur because of a high 

standard of living, over-population, high cost of living, unemployment and environmental degradation, 

among others. On the other hand, the endogenous forces are the ones that are individualistic-based. This 

occurs when individual members of the society engage in religious and political conflict leading to the loss 

of lives and destruction of property that could contribute to national development. The incidence of poverty 

can be reduced through some strategies explicated below. 

 

One strategic way to reduce poverty in a country is through productive employment. Unemployment cases 

in Nigeria are persistent, raising concern from international communities in the global economy. The 

country is blessed with human and natural resources, yet, they are not managed well for the good of the 

citizens. It is germane to harness these resources (human and natural) in order to enhance the nation’s 

economic growth and development. This can be achieved by employing people without considering their 

religion, tribe/ethnicity, or economic or political affiliation. 

 

Economic growth through productive employment remains a major instrument that can guarantee to reduce 

and pull the poor out of poverty. The positive impact of economic growth from the increase in the revenue 

generation is that it provides the window through which government uses to address the basic needs of the 

poor like education, healthcare, and housing (Ambarkhane, 2013). When people are employed to contribute 

to the economic growth and development of the country, the poverty level will drastically reduce. This is 

not the case in Nigeria, as people are employed based on political patronage or/and through kickbacks. 

 

The introduction of micro-finance programmes cannot be undermined to eradicate or reduce poverty in the 

country. This is strategic as it lifts poor people from the poverty line. So, any country that means well to its 

citizens provides them with funds to engage in one economic activity or the other. Access to micro-finance 

is believed to be the best strategic way to empower the poor in a developing country like Nigeria. This 

mostly benefits women because it increases their income, reduces their vulnerability, and encourages their 
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entrepreneurial spirit. The effectiveness of micro-finance depends on introducing policies and programmes 

like education, skill development training, health, and technological support. (World Bank, 2007; Banerjee 

& Jackson, 2017). 

 

Another way to ensure poverty reduction is through social security in an economy. This is achievable in a 

state whose leaders are not driven by prebendal agenda and primitive wealth accumulation but occupy 

public offices for the people's good. Under the social security strategy, governance is driven so that the 

citizens are provided access to health care services and their income security is guaranteed. With this in 

place, the unemployed, sick, aged and families that lose their breadwinners to survive in the society they 

belong to will feel secure. As a public action, social security is designed to reduce deprivation, inequality, 

risk and vulnerability. People can access packages without recourse to their gender status but within the 

context of the country's social, economic and political activities (Elkins, 2014). 

 

Good governance is one of the basic tenets of democratic governance, germane to poverty reduction in an 

economy. Poverty can be reduced when political leaders are preoccupied with selfless service in navigating 

governance for the public good in the country. Bad governance is antithetical to development predicated 

on good governance. Thus, countries suffer from development and governability deficits due to bad 

governance and increasing poverty. Nigeria, like other developing economies, is potentially weak in the 

area of governance that is characterized by challenges in security and social services (Grindle, 2004; Kwon 

& Kim, 2014; Davis, 2017). Through good governance, countries can receive foreign aid and grants for 

poverty reduction. Quality leadership is linked to good governance, and it goes a long way to improve the 

economic well-being of the people through an accountable and transparent leadership style in governance. 

 

Conclusion and recommendations 

 This paper has established that poverty will be prevalent when the political leaders or administrators in 

charge of public affairs do not accord a premium to effective democratic governance. Bad governance leads 

to primitive accumulation by the ruling class through over-bloating contract sums, diversion of public 

funds, and non-payment of staff salaries, among others. The various poverty reduction programmes in 

Nigeria seem not to have impacted the economic well-being of the citizens due to the prevailing lack of job 

opportunities, security and human capacity building. Haphazard implementation of poverty reduction 

programmes exacerbates poverty and development crises. People-centric programmes are key to reducing 

poverty in the study area and the nation.  

 

No society can develop with the preponderant cases of bad governance, which causes poverty and 

development crises. The clamour for poverty reduction would continue to be mere rhetoric, except effective 

democratic governance is given adequate priority to mitigate poverty. Good governance leads to more 

effective and equitable policy-making, aiming to achieve human development and economic growth. There 

should be good programmes for poverty reduction that can equally impact the economic well-being of the 

people of the people.  

 

There should be mentoring, orientation and education of the poor on skill acquisition and training, starting 

and growing small businesses, building community networks and resources, and access to credits and 

savings from microfinance programmes. These would help them build capacity and curb poverty without 
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depending on the government. There is need for community-based development programmes, social 

protection measures, and other targeted interventions in reducing poverty and promoting economic 

development.  

 

References 

Abdullahi, S. M. (2003). Poverty and democratic consolidation in Nigeria. Journal of Political Science, 

Vol. (2), 115-128. 

Abhiman, D. (1999). Socio-economic development in India: A regional analysis. Development and Society, 

Vol. (28)2, 313-45. 

Adefolalu, A. A. (1992). Poverty in Nigeria: Some of its dimensions and consequences. Ibadan, Nigeria: 

SECOM Associate Publication. 

Adeosun, A. B. (2014). Democracy and democratic consolidation in the Nigerian Fourth Republic: Issues 

and challenges. Journal of Humanities and Social Science (IOSR-JHSS) Vol. (19)10, 05-

10.Retrieved from: www.iosrjournals.org On 16/09/2020. 

Afigbo, A. E. (2002). In the shadow of the Caliphate: Culture and the politics of structure and administration 

in Nigeria. Sultan Bello Hall Distinguished Lecture, University of Ibadan, 12th April. 

Agenor, P., Devarajan, S., Easterly, W., Fofack, H., Go, D., Izquierdo, A., Pizzati, L. (2000). A 

macroeconomic framework for poverty reduction strategies (unpublished). Development Research 

Group and World Bank Institute (unpublished). Washington: World Bank. 

Ake, C. (1996). Democracy and development in Africa. Ibadan: Spectrum Books Limited. 

Ake, C. (1996, November 13). For Africa, the way forward. The Guardian, p.27. Lagos. 

Aku, Y. Y. (2016). The effect of democracy on economic development in Nasarawa State, Nigeria, 1995-

2015. Journal of Political Science,Nasarawa State University, 53-65. 

Alesina, A. & Rodrik, D. (1994). Distributive politics and economic growth.Quarterly Journal of 

Economics, Vol. (109), 465–90. 

Almond,  G.  A.,  Powell,  G.  B.,  Strom,  K.  &  Dalton,  R.  J.  (2000).Comparative politics today: A 

world view (eds). Singapore: PearsonEducation, Inc. 

Ambarkhane, D. (2013). Growth and poverty reduction as complimentary processes an approach to 

inclusive growth. Journal of Commerce &Management Thought. 4(4), 904–921. 

Ames, B., Brown, W., Devarajan, S. & Izquierdo, H. (2001). Macroeconomic policy and poverty reduction. 

International Monetary Fund and the World Bank August 2001. Retrieved from:  

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/exrp/macropol/eng/index.htm On 22/04/2021. 

Appadorai, A. (2004). The substance of politics. Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Arodoye, N. L., Izevbigie, N. J. & Omo –Ikirodah, B. O. (2017). Democratic governance and the poor: 

Adjusting to the new realities in Nigeria.International Journal of Development and Management 

Review (INJODEMAR) Vol.12 (1). 125-139. 

Bakare, H. A., kareem, R. O., Babatunde, D., Akintaro, J.A. & Arije, A. R. (2014). Democratic governance 

and poverty alleviation: Empirical study of Ekiti State, Nigeria. Global Journal of Commerce 

andManagement Perspective, Vol.3(6), 94-101. 

Bhagwati,   J.   &   Panagariya,   A.   (2012).   Reforms and economic transformation in  India. Series:  Studies 

in  Indian Economic Policies. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Banerjee, S. B. & Jackson, L. (2017). Micro-finance and the business of poverty reduction: Critical 

perspectives from rural Bangladesh. Human Relations. 70 (1), 63–91. 

Barder, O. (2009). What is poverty reduction? CGD Working Paper 170. Washington, D.C.: Center for 

Global Development. Retrieved from: http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1421599 

On 22/04/2021. 

Bedeian, A. G. (1986). Management. Chicago: The Dryden Press. 

 

 

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/exrp/macropol/eng/index.htm
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/exrp/macropol/eng/index.htm
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1421599


 

76 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Management and Social Science, Volume 1 Number 1, 2024 
Online publication with Google Scholar indexing, Email: mjmss242@gmail.com 

Title: The Imperative of Effective Democratic Governance in Curbing Endemic Poverty in Nigeria 

Author: Gani Kate Ishaya, Ibrahim Naui,u Danbala & Nebeife, Chigozie Joseph 

 

Behrman, J., Duryea, S. & Szeleky, M. (1999). Schooling investments and macroeconomic conditions: A 

micro-macro investigation for Latin America and the Caribbean (unpublished). Washington: Inter-

American Development Bank. 

Belgian Development Cooperation [BDC] (n.d.). Democratic governance: The key to development. 

Accessed from:  https://www.enabel.be/sites/default/files/democratic_governance_the  _k 

ey_to_development.pdf On: 12/09/2021. 

Bello-Imam, I. B. & Obadan, M. I. (2004). Democratic governance and development management in–

2003:Nigeria’s  Fourth Republic   1999 –2003; The prologue,  In  Bello-Imam,  I.  B  and  Obadan,  

M.  I  (eds),Democratic governance and development management in Nigeria’s Forth Republic  

1999-2003,Ibadan: Jodad Publishers. 

Bununu Y. A. (2020). Poverty reduction: Concept, approaches, and case studies. In: Leal Filho W., Azul 

A., Brandli L., Özuyar P., Wall T. (eds) Decent Work and Economic Growth. Encyclopedia of the 

UNSustainable Development Goals. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3- 319-71058-

7_31-1 Retrieved from: https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3- 319- 

71058-7_31-1#CR21 On: 22/04/2021. 

Chakrabarti, A. & Dhar, A. (2009). Rethinking dislocation and development.London and New York: 

Routledge. 

Chan, S. (2002). Liberalism, democracy and development. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Danjuma, I. A., Oruonye, E. D. & Ahmed, Y. M. (2016). The socio-economic impact of FADAMA III 

project in Taraba State: A case study of Jalingo local government area. International Journal 

ofEnvironmental & Agricultural Research (IJOEAE). Vol. 2(2), 27-43. 

Davis, T. J. (2017). Good governance as a foundation for sustainable human development in sub-Saharan 

Africa. Third World Quarterly. 38(3), 636–654. 

Egwu, M. C. (2021). Legislative-constituency relations in Nigeria: How representative are the 

representatives? Two decades of legislativepolitics and governance in Nigeria’s achievements, 

challenges and prospects (eds). Singapore: Springer 

Nature Pte Ltd. 

Eleagu, G. I. (2018). Poverty eradication in Nigeria: A focus on National Poverty Eradication Programme 

in Abia State, 2001-2013. EuropeanScientific Journal February 2018 edition Vol.14(5), 105-132. 

Doi:10.19044/esj.2018.v14n5p105. URL:http://dx.doi.org/10.19044/esj.2018.v14n5p105 

Elkins, M. (2014). Embedding the vulnerable into the millennium development goals: Social protection in 

poverty reduction strategy papers. Journal of International Development. 26, 853–874. 

Ezeani, E. O. (2005). Fundamentals of public administration. Enugu-Nigeria: Ziks-Chuks Publishers. 

Farrar, C. (2007). Power to the people. In K. Raaflaub, et al. (ed.) Origin ofDemocracy in Ancient Greece, 

Berkeley/Los Angele: University ofCalifornia Press. 

Gana, A.T. (1996). The promise of liberal democracy in Africa. The NigerianBetrayal. Jos: Africa Centre 

for Democratic Governance(AFRIGOV). 

Godiya, A. M. & Atsiya, P. A. (2013). Democracy and mass poverty reduction in Nigeria. Journal of 

Political Science, Nasarawa StateUniversity, Keffi, 26-38. 

Grindle, M. S. (2004). Good enough governance: Poverty reduction and reform in developing countries. 

Governance. 17(4), 525–548. 

Haralambos, M. & Herald, R. (1980). Sociology: Themes and perspective. Slough: University Tutorial 

Press. 

Hornby, A. S. (2000). Oxford   advance   learner’s Dictionary [6ht edition] 

London: Oxford University Press. 

Hyden, G. (1992). Governance and the study of politics. In: G. Hyden, M Bratton (Eds.): Governance and 

Politics in Africa. Boulder: Lynne Rienner. 

Idris, I. A & Jabo, M. S. M. (2021). Impact of Fadama III additional financing (AF) on the yield and 

income of beneficiaries in some selected LGAs of Sokoto State, Nigeria. Journal of 

https://www.enabel.be/sites/default/files/democratic_governance_the%09_k%09ey_to_development.pdf
https://www.enabel.be/sites/default/files/democratic_governance_the%09_k%09ey_to_development.pdf
https://www.enabel.be/sites/default/files/democratic_governance_the%09_k%09ey_to_development.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-%09319-71058-7_31-1
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-%09319-71058-7_31-1
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3-319-%0971058-7_31-1#CR21
https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-3-319-%0971058-7_31-1#CR21


 

77 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Management and Social Science, Volume 1 Number 1, 2024 
Online publication with Google Scholar indexing, Email: mjmss242@gmail.com 

Title: The Imperative of Effective Democratic Governance in Curbing Endemic Poverty in Nigeria 

Author: Gani Kate Ishaya, Ibrahim Naui,u Danbala & Nebeife, Chigozie Joseph 

 

AgriculturalExtension and Rural Development. Vol. 13(1), 44-50. DOI:10.5897/JAERD2017.0921 

Lawal, T., Imokhuede, K. & Johnson, I. (2012). Governance crisis and the crisis of leadership in Nigeria. 

International Journal of AcademicResearch in Business and Social Sciences. Vol. 2(7), 185-191. 

Lukpata, V. I. & Shishi, Z. (2019). The impact of violent conflicts on foodsecurity in Wukari Local 

Government Area, Taraba State, Nigeria.International Journal of Public Administration and 

Management Research (IJPAMR). Vol. 5(3), 21-28. 

DOIURL:https://doi.org/10.36758/ijpamr/v5n3.2019/03 Retrieved from: 

http://www.rcmss.com/index.php/ijpamr; www.academix.ngOn: 18/11/2020. 

Khan, M. S & Arefin, T. M. S. (2013). Safety net, social protection, and sustainable poverty reduction: A 

review of the evidence and arguments for developing countries. IOSR Journal of Humanitiesand 

Social Science. 15(2), 23–29. 

Kincaid, J.C (1973). Poverty and equality in Britain. International  Socialism,  No.  62, September.  Retrieved 

from:https://www.marxists.org/history/etol/newspape/isj/1973/no062/lund.ht ml On: 24/04/2021 

Koyenikan, M. J. & Foby, I. (2010). Comparative analysis of NigerianFadama Development and 

China’sReforms.UniversityAgric of Benin, Benin City: Dept. of Agric. Economics & 

ExtensionServices. 

Kosko, B. (1986). Fuzzy cognitive maps. International Journal of Man-Machine Studies. 24(1), 65–75. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/S0020-7373(86)80040-2 

Kwasau,  M.  A.  (2013).  The challenges of democratic consolidation inNigeria’s 

FourthEuropeanScientificRepublicJournal.Vol.9,.181-192. 

Kwasau, M. A. (2017). Local government and democratic consolidation inNigeria’s FourthJournal of 

RepublicEmergingTrends .inEducational Research and Policy Studies (JETERAPS) 8(3), 175-181. 

Kwon, H. & Kim, E. (2014). Poverty reduction and good governance: Examining the rationale of the 

millennium development goals. Development and Change.45(2), 353–375. 

Lenin, V. I. (1949). The state and revolution: The Marxist theory of the stateand the tasks of the proletariat 

in the revolution. Nigeria:Progressive and Socialist Books Depot. 

Madu, A. Y., Yusof, R. & Suyatno (2015). Democracy and rural development in 

Republic:Nigeria’sChallenges andFourthprospect. Mediterranean Journal of Social Sciences 

MCSERPublishing, Rome-Italy Vol 6(6), 445-451.Doi:10.5901/mjss.2015.v6n6s4p445 Retrieved 

from: 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/a0ab/9959545c090e76cee139bb2c618f627bcc9c.pdf?_ga=2.195

615660.1895616292.1603879907- 1434777848.1580879000 On: 21/04/2021. 

Manjoro, A. E. (2017). Theories of poverty reduction as they apply to the Gorongosa - case study in 

alleviating poverty through local resources and initiatives. Retrieved from: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318129108 On 23/04/2021. 

Montgomery, H. & Weiss, J. (2011). Can commercially-oriented microfinance help meet the millennium 

development goals? Evidence from Pakistan. World Development. 39(1), 87–109. 

Mosca, G. (1939). The ruling class. Arthur Livingstone [ed.]. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Nwanolue, T. & Ojukwu, S. (2012). Capital and recurrent expenditure oneconomic services on Nigerian 

democracy. Ibadan: University Press. 

Nwuke, K. (2004). Debating policy options for national development: Poverty reduction strategies towards 

the Millennium DevelopmentGoals: Africa’s experiences and presented at the Enugu forum of 

African Institute of Applied Economics, Enugu, February, 03. 

Ntalalaja, N. G. (2000). Governance and the Consolidation of Democracy in Nigeria Lecture delivered at 

University of Maiduguri. 

Obasanjo,  S.  (1999).  Democracy in  Nigeria.  Cambridge:  CambridgeUniversity Press. 

Ober, J. (2008). The original meaning of democracy: Capacity to do things, not majority rule. Constellations 

15(1), 3-9. 

 

https://doi.org/10.36758/ijpamr/v5n3.2019/03
http://www.academix.ng/
https://www.marxists.org/history/etol/newspape/isj/1973/no062/lund.ht
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0020-
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/a0ab/9959545c090e76cee139bb2c6%0918f627bcc9c.pdf?_ga=2.195615660.1895616292.1603879907-%091434777848.1580879000
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/a0ab/9959545c090e76cee139bb2c6%0918f627bcc9c.pdf?_ga=2.195615660.1895616292.1603879907-%091434777848.1580879000
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/a0ab/9959545c090e76cee139bb2c6%0918f627bcc9c.pdf?_ga=2.195615660.1895616292.1603879907-%091434777848.1580879000
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318129108


 

78 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Management and Social Science, Volume 1 Number 1, 2024 
Online publication with Google Scholar indexing, Email: mjmss242@gmail.com 

Title: The Imperative of Effective Democratic Governance in Curbing Endemic Poverty in Nigeria 

Author: Gani Kate Ishaya, Ibrahim Naui,u Danbala & Nebeife, Chigozie Joseph 

 

Obo, U. B. & Coker, M. A. (2014). The Marxist theory of the state: An introductory guide. Mediterranean 

Journal of Social Sciences 5(4).Retrieved from:  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/295128072_The_Marxist_  

Theory_of_the_State_An_Introductory_Guide On 15/04/2021. 

Odeh, L. E. (2010). Analysis of factors inhibiting democracy and democratization in Nigeria, 1999-2007. 

Talla, N. S & Terhemba, W. ([eds.). The Fourth Republic in Nigeria: A decade of 

democratizationreviewed. Lapai: Department of History and Archaeology, IBBUniversity. 

Ojo, P., Aworawo, F. & Ifedayo, T. E. (2014). Governance and the challenge of socio-economic 

development in Nigeria. Afe Babalola UniversityJournal of Sustainable Development, Law and 

Policy. Vol 3(1), 132-148. 

Okafor, C. U. (2005). Women participation in politics: A phenomenon for the survival of 

Nigeria’sInESUTjournalpresideofpolitical science. Vol. 1(1), 104-118. 

Okeke, R. C. (2014). Democracy and Sustainable National Development in Nigeria: Reimagining the 

Nexus. European Scientific Journal, Vol.10(1), 229-248. 

Olawepo, R. A. (2010). Determining rural experience. Journal of African Studies and Development Vol. 

2(2),15-26. 

Olu-Adeyemi,  L.  (2012).  The challenge of democratic governance inNigeria’s Fourth-2003. 

TurkishRepublicJournalofPolitics1999.Vol. 1(2), 26-34. 

Omodia, S. M. (2013). Democracy and development Africa: The Nigeria experience. Mediterranean 

Journal of Social Science, Vol. 4(1), 75-84. 

Omolayo, B. (2006). Leadership and citizenship development in Nigeria. In Agagu. A. and Omotoso. F. 

(eds). Citizenship education andgovernmental process. University of Ado-Ekiti: General Studies 

Unit. 

Oni, E. (2017). Governance and prebendalism in Nigeria: The past, the present and the future. 

ResearchGate, pp. 1-26. Retrieved from: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320716437 On 

25/04/2021. 

Otive, I. (2011). Perspective on democracy and development in Nigeria. Retrieved from:  

http://www.gamji.com/article4000/ On: 19/12/2021 

Paul, S. O., Agba, M. S. & Chukwurah, D. C. Jr. (2014). Rural development programmes and rural 

underdevelopment in Nigeria: A rethink.International Journal of Public Administration and 

Management Research (IJPAMR., Vol. 2(4), 1-14. 

Raaflaub, K. & Wallace, R. (2007). P archaic Greece. In K. Raaflaub, et al. (ed.), Origin of Democracy 

inAncient Greece. Berkeley/Los Angele: University of California Press. 

Roberts, G. & Edwards, A (1991). A New Dictionary of Political Analysis, London and New York. 

Sanyal, K. (2007). Rethinking capitalist, development, primitiveaccumulation, governmentality and post-

colonial capitalism. NewDelhi: Routledge. 

Sen, A. (1993). Capability and well-being. In Sen, A. and M. Nussbaum. TheQuality of Life. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press. 

Shehu, A. Y. (2015). Nigeria: The way through corruption to the well-beingof a people. Lagos: National 

Open University of Nigeria. 

Simon, T. P. & Asogwo, B. C. (2011). Efficiency and income among the rural farmers in Nigeria. Journal 

Human Ecology 35(3), 73-179. 

Singh, P. K. & Chudasama, H. (2020). Evaluating poverty alleviation strategies in a developing country. 

PLOS ONE 15(1), 1-23. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0227176 

Uba, A.Y. (2012). The cry of the rural poor in Nigeria. Zoo Road-Kano: JENES Press Ltd. 

Ukpong, D. E & George, I. N. (2012). Socio-economic development of Nigeria and youth employment in 

21st century: Implication for Akwa Ibom State. Academic Research International. Vol. 3(3), 288-

295. 

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development [UNCTAD] (2011).Poverty reduction and progress 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/295128072_The_Marxist_%09Theory_
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/295128072_The_Marxist_%09Theory_
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/295128072_The_Marxist_%09Theory_
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/295128072_The_Marxist_%09Theory_
http://www.gamji.com/article4000/
http://www.gamji.com/article4000/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0227176


 

79 

 

Multidisciplinary Journal of Management and Social Science, Volume 1 Number 1, 2024 
Online publication with Google Scholar indexing, Email: mjmss242@gmail.com 

Title: The Imperative of Effective Democratic Governance in Curbing Endemic Poverty in Nigeria 

Author: Gani Kate Ishaya, Ibrahim Naui,u Danbala & Nebeife, Chigozie Joseph 

 

towards  MDGs in the  LDCs: Encouraging signs, but much remains to be done. Least developed 

countries  Series,  pp.N°  20/E,  May  2011.  Retrieved  from  

https://unctad.org/system/files/official- document/presspb20118_en.pdf On: 22/04/2021.  

United Nations Organization [UNO], (1980). The General Assembly of theUN International Development 

Strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade: General Assembly Resolutions (35/36) 

and Resolution of Teheran 2586 (xviv) 1969. 

Vande, P. T. (2013). Democracy and socio-economic development rights in Nigeria. African Journal of 

Economic Society. Vol. 12(1), 176-193. 

Varma, S. P. (1975). Modern political theory. New Delhi: Viken Publishing House PVT Ltd. 

Vasquez, I. (2001). Ending mass poverty. Cato Institute, September 4. Retrieved from:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_reduction#cite_note-cato-3 On 22/04/2021). 

Victor, O. & Allen, F. (2009). From authoritarian rule to democracy inNigeria:Citizens’  

Journalwelfare;ofAlternative a   mytPerspective in Social Science, Electronic, 152-192. 

Vyas-Doorgapersad, S. (2014). Gender equality in poverty reduction strategies for sustainable 

development: The case of South African local government. Journal of Social Development in 

Africa. 29(2), 105–134. 

World Bank (1990). World development report 1990: Poverty. New York, Washington DC, USA: Oxford 

University Press. 

World Bank (1996). Nigeria: Poverty in the midst of plenty-The challenge ofgrowth with inclusion. A World 

Bank Poverty Assessment.Washington, DC. USA:  The World Bank. 

World Bank, (2001). The World Bank: Annual report. Washington, DC. USA: The World Bank. 

World Bank, (2007). Finance for all? Policies and pitfalls in expanding access World Bank Policy Research 

Report. Washington, DC, USA: The World Bank. 

World Bank (2015). The World Bank: Annual report 2015. Washington, DC, USA: The World Bank. 

Yanagihara, T. (2001). Approach to poverty reduction in developing countries and Japan's contribution. 

Kokusai Kyoryoku Kenkyu.17(2), 10-14. 

Yusif, M. M. (2009). Democracy development in Nigeria: The role of the legislature, being a paper 

presented in a Training Workshoporganized by Society for Youth Awareness and Health 

Development (SYAHD) on Sustainable Democratic Governance in Nigeria held on Sunday, May 

10th at Mambayya House, Kano. 

 

 

https://unctad.org/system/files/official-%09document/presspb20118_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-%09document/presspb20118_en.pdf
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-%09document/presspb20118_en.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_reduction#cite_note-cato-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poverty_reduction#cite_note-cato-3

