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Abstract  

This paper engages with the intersection of biblical hermeneutics, missiology, and theological reflection 

to explore the mission statement of Jesus as depicted in Matthew 28:19ff and its relevance to 

contemporary Christian society. Through a multifaceted analysis encompassing the biblical text, 

historical context, and contemporary implications, this study elucidates the universal call to 

discipleship, the sacramental significance of baptism, and the imperative to teach obedience to Jesus' 

commands. Leveraging qualitative and secondary data, this research delves into the complexities and 

nuances of contemporary mission work, considering both scholarly insights and practical realities. The 

journal critically examines the challenges and opportunities inherent in fulfilling the Great Commission 

within today's pluralistic and rapidly changing global landscape. Recommendations are provided for 

individuals, churches, and Christian organizations seeking to effectively engage in evangelism, disciple-

making, and global missions, emphasizing the importance of cultural sensitivity, leveraging 

technological advancements, and embodying a lifestyle of faithful witness. 

Keywords: Mission statement, Matthew 28:19ff, Great Commission, discipleship, baptism, obedience, 

contemporary Christian society, evangelism, 

 

Introduction 

The mission statement articulated by Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff holds profound significance for 

contemporary Christian society, serving as a guiding directive for believers worldwide. In these verses, 

commonly known as the Great Commission, Jesus charges his disciples to "go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV). This commission 

encapsulates the essence of Jesus' ministry and encapsulates the foundational principles of Christian 

discipleship. Understanding its historical and contextual background is crucial for grasping its enduring 

relevance today (Marshall, 1985). 

 

Matthew's Gospel, as the first book of the New Testament, presents a comprehensive account of Jesus' 

life, teachings, death, and resurrection, providing a framework for understanding his mission and 

message. The commissioning of the disciples at the end of Matthew is not merely a conclusion but a 

pivotal moment that sum up the culmination of Jesus' earthly ministry and sets the trajectory for the 

early Christian movement (France, 2007). Contextually, the commission takes place in the aftermath of 

Jesus' resurrection, underscoring the authority and divine mandate behind his words. 

 

Analyzing the components of the Great Commission reveals its multifaceted significance. Firstly, the 

command to "make disciples" emphasizes the imperative of evangelism and discipleship, calling 

believers to actively engage in spreading the message of salvation (Hagner, 1993). Baptism in the triune 

name signifies initiation into the Christian faith and incorporation into the community of believers 

(Carson, 1984). Moreover, teaching obedience to Jesus' commands underscores the transformative 

nature of discipleship, encompassing both belief and practice. 
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In the contemporary context, the Great Commission remains as relevant and urgent as ever. In an 

increasingly globalized and interconnected world, the call to make disciples of all nations transcends 

geographical and cultural boundaries (Stott, 1992). The mandate for evangelism and missions compels 

Christians to engage with diverse cultures and worldviews, proclaiming the universal message of 

salvation through Jesus Christ (Wright, 2004). 

 

As contemporary Christians navigate the complexities of the modern world, the principles embedded 

within the Great Commission provide invaluable guidance for practical ministry. Strategies for disciple-

making must adapt to changing cultural landscapes and utilize innovative approaches while remaining 

rooted in biblical truth (Willimon, 1998). Emphasizing the triune nature of baptism reinforces the 

foundational doctrine of the Christian faith, while teaching obedience fosters spiritual growth and 

maturity among believers. 

 

However, fulfilling the Great Commission in today's society also presents numerous challenges. 

Cultural barriers, skepticism, and opposition to Christianity may hinder evangelistic efforts 

(Köstenberger, 2001). Moreover, the rapid pace of technological advancement and the proliferation of 

digital media necessitate discernment in effectively communicating the Gospel message (Smith, 2019). 

The mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff continues to hold profound significance for 

contemporary Christian society. Its timeless principles guide believers in fulfilling their mandate to 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing and teaching obedience in the name of the triune God. By 

understanding its historical context, analyzing its components, and discerning its relevance, Christians 

are equipped to engage faithfully in the ongoing mission of the Church. 

 

Statement of the Problem  

The purpose of this study is to delve into the mission statement of Jesus as articulated in Matthew 

28:19ff and to elucidate its relevance within contemporary Christian society. By undertaking a thorough 

analysis of this passage, we aim to uncover the core principles embedded within Jesus' commission to 

his disciples and explore how these principles resonate with the challenges and opportunities faced by 

Christians in today's world. Through this exploration, we seek to provide insights that can inform and 

inspire practical ministry efforts aimed at fulfilling the Great Commission. 

 

In examining Matthew 28:19ff, we will consider the historical and contextual background of the 

passage, acknowledging the significance of Matthew's Gospel in portraying Jesus' overarching mission. 

This will involve a nuanced understanding of the cultural and religious context of the time, as well as 

an exploration of the commissioning of the disciples within this broader framework (Brown, 2007). 

Furthermore, our analysis will entail a close examination of the specific directives given by Jesus to his 

disciples. We will explore the command to make disciples, the significance of baptism in the name of 

the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and the importance of teaching obedience to all that Jesus commanded 

(France, 2007). 

 

Importantly, we will then pivot to discuss the relevance of these teachings within contemporary 

Christian society. This will involve a consideration of the universal call to discipleship and its 

implications for evangelism and missions today. Additionally, we will address the practical challenges 

and opportunities inherent in fulfilling the Great Commission in a diverse and rapidly changing world 

(Goheen, 2011). 

 

Our aim is not only to analyze and interpret Jesus' mission statement but also to offer actionable insights 

that can inform ministry practices. We will explore strategies for disciple-making in the modern world, 

examine how the triune nature of baptism can be incorporated into Christian practice, and discuss 

approaches to teaching obedience to Jesus' teachings in a pluralistic society (McKnight, 2010). 

Throughout this study, we will engage with both biblical scholarship and contemporary literature on 

Christian missions and evangelism. By synthesizing insights from these diverse sources, we hope to 
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provide a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the mission statement of Jesus and its relevance 

to contemporary Christian society. 

 

Background of the study 

The background of this study delves into the pivotal significance of Matthew 28:19ff within the 

Christian tradition and its relevance to contemporary Christian society. Matthew 28:19ff, commonly 

known as the Great Commission, encapsulates Jesus' final words to his disciples before ascending into 

heaven, commanding them to "go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you" (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV). This passage has served as a cornerstone of Christian mission and 

evangelism throughout history, shaping the identity and practices of the Church. 

 

In examining the historical and contextual background of Matthew's Gospel, scholars often highlight 

its Jewish-Christian audience and its emphasis on Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. 

The commissioning of the disciples in Matthew 28:19ff occurs within the broader narrative of Jesus' 

post-resurrection appearances and underscores the universal scope of the Gospel message, transcending 

ethnic and cultural boundaries. 

 

A deeper analysis of Matthew 28:19ff reveals several key components of Jesus' mission statement. The 

command to "make disciples" emphasizes the transformative aspect of Christian discipleship, wherein 

individuals are not merely converted to a set of beliefs but are called to follow Jesus in every aspect of 

their lives (Bock, 2014). Furthermore, the triune formula of baptism signifies the initiation into the 

Christian community and the recognition of the Trinitarian nature of God (France, 2007). Teaching 

obedience to Jesus' commands underscores the importance of ongoing discipleship and spiritual 

formation within the Christian life. 

 

The relevance of Matthew 28:19ff to contemporary Christian society cannot be overstated. In an 

increasingly pluralistic and secular world, the Great Commission serves as a clarion call for Christians 

to engage in evangelism and missions, both locally and globally (Wright, 2013). The universal mandate 

to make disciples challenges believers to step outside their comfort zones and share the Gospel with 

people of diverse backgrounds and worldviews. 

 

Practically applying Jesus' mission statement in modern ministry involves developing intentional 

strategies for disciple-making, utilizing various tools and resources to effectively communicate the 

Gospel message (Stetzer & Putman, 2006). It also entails addressing cultural barriers and adapting 

methodologies to meet the unique challenges of different contexts while remaining faithful to the core 

principles of the Christian faith. 

 

However, contemporary Christian society also faces its share of challenges in fulfilling the Great 

Commission. Cultural relativism, skepticism, and religious pluralism present obstacles to evangelism, 

requiring thoughtful engagement and apologetic responses (Lennox, 2015). Moreover, the rapid pace 

of globalization and technological advancements necessitates innovative approaches to spreading the 

Gospel in an increasingly interconnected world. 

 

The mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff continues to hold profound relevance for 

contemporary Christian society, serving as a guiding principle for mission and evangelism. By 

understanding the historical context, theological implications, and practical applications of this passage, 

believers can effectively engage in the ongoing work of making disciples and advancing God's kingdom 

on earth. 

 

Objectives of the study 

The objectives of this study are twofold: first, to critically examine the mission statement articulated by 

Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff; and second, to explore its relevance within contemporary Christian society. 
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By achieving these objectives, this study aims to provide insights into the enduring significance of Jesus' 

commission to his disciples and its practical implications for believers today. 

 

In pursuing the first objective, this study seeks to delve into the textual and contextual nuances of 

Matthew 28:19ff. By analyzing the language and structure of the passage, as well as considering its 

historical and cultural backdrop, this study intends to uncover the underlying meaning and significance 

of Jesus' directive to "make disciples of all nations." Through this examination, the study aims to 

elucidate the broader theological implications of discipleship as envisioned by Jesus and recorded in 

the Gospel of Matthew. 

 

Furthermore, this study endeavors to explore the relevance of Jesus' mission statement within the 

contemporary Christian context. By assessing the challenges and opportunities facing the church today, 

including cultural shifts, technological advancements, and societal complexities, this study seeks to 

discern how the principles outlined in Matthew 28:19ff can inform and guide the mission of the church 

in the 21st century. By identifying practical applications and strategies for disciple-making, this study 

aims to equip believers to effectively engage with the world around them and fulfill the Great 

Commission in their respective contexts. 

 

Throughout this study, references will be made to relevant scholarly literature and biblical 

commentaries to support the analysis and arguments presented. By engaging with diverse perspectives 

and drawing upon scholarly research, this study aims to provide a comprehensive exploration of the 

mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff and its implications for contemporary Christian society. 

 

Methodology 
This study adopts a qualitative approach to explore the mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff 

and its relevance to contemporary Christian society. Qualitative research is chosen for its ability to 

delve deeply into the text and its implications, allowing for a rich understanding of the subject matter 

(Creswell, 2013). 

 

Secondary data will be utilized extensively in this research. The primary source of data will be biblical 

texts, with a focus on Matthew 28:19ff and related passages from the New Testament. Additionally, 

secondary sources such as scholarly articles, commentaries, and theological works will be consulted to 

provide context, interpretation, and analysis of the biblical text (Gorman, 2015). 

 

The analysis of Matthew 28:19ff will involve a close reading of the text, paying attention to its 

linguistic, historical, and theological dimensions. This will be complemented by an examination of the 

cultural and religious context of the time in which Jesus gave the Great Commission to his disciples. 

To understand the relevance of Jesus' mission statement to contemporary Christian society, this study 

will draw upon secondary data from a variety of sources. These include academic literature on Christian 

missions, evangelism, discipleship, and practical theology. Insights from contemporary Christian 

thinkers and practitioners will also be considered to provide a holistic understanding of the subject 

matter. 

 

In the section on application in practical ministry, qualitative data will be gathered from case studies, 

personal reflections, and interviews with pastors, missionaries, and other Christian leaders. These 

qualitative insights will help identify practical strategies for implementing the Great Commission in 

today's diverse and rapidly changing world. 

 

Challenges and responses will be explored through a qualitative analysis of secondary data, including 

literature on cultural, social, and political barriers to evangelism and mission work. Insights from 

theologians, missiologists, and practitioners will be examined to identify effective responses to these 

challenges. 
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Overall, this study aims to provide a comprehensive qualitative analysis of Jesus' mission statement in 

Matthew 28:19ff and its relevance to contemporary Christian society, drawing on a wide range of 

secondary data sources to inform its findings. 

 

Theoretical Framework 

The theoretical framework for examining the mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff and its 

relevance to contemporary Christian society draws upon biblical hermeneutics, missiology, and 

theological reflection. 

 

Firstly, biblical hermeneutics guides the interpretation of Matthew 28:19ff within its historical, cultural, 

and literary context. This involves understanding the intentions of the author, the audience, and the 

broader theological themes present in the Gospel of Matthew. As Fee and Stuart (2003) emphasize, a 

thorough exegesis of the text is crucial for grasping its intended meaning and implications for today's 

believers. 

 

Secondly, missiology provides a framework for understanding the nature and purpose of Jesus' 

commission to make disciples of all nations. Bosch (1991) underscores the importance of recognizing 

the missionary nature of the church, rooted in the example and command of Jesus Christ. By 

contextualizing Jesus' mission within the broader scope of God's redemptive plan for humanity, 

contemporary Christians can discern their role in advancing the kingdom of God. 

 

Thirdly, theological reflection informs the application of Jesus' mission statement to contemporary 

Christian society. This involves exploring theological concepts such as the triune nature of God, the 

sacrament of baptism, and the ethical teachings of Jesus. As Grenz (2000) argues, theology serves as a 

critical lens through which believers can discern the implications of their faith for everyday life and 

practice. 

 

The theoretical framework for examining Matthew 28:19ff and its relevance to contemporary Christian 

society integrates biblical hermeneutics, missiology, and theological reflection. The findings of this 

research will add to library of scholars and practitioners to gain a deeper understanding of Jesus' mission 

and its implications for discipleship and mission today. 

 

Historical and Contextual Background 

The historical and contextual background surrounding Matthew 28:19ff provides essential insights into 

understanding Jesus' mission statement and its relevance to contemporary Christian society. Matthew's 

Gospel, one of the synoptic Gospels, holds significant importance in portraying Jesus' ministry and 

teachings. Written primarily for a Jewish audience, Matthew's Gospel emphasizes Jesus as the 

fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, the long-awaited Messiah (France, 2007). 

 

During the time when Jesus delivered the Great Commission, the socio-political landscape of Judea was 

tumultuous under Roman rule. The Jewish people longed for liberation and restoration of their kingdom, 

often anticipating a political Messiah who would deliver them from oppression (Keener, 2009). In this 

context, Jesus' proclamation of a different kind of kingdom and mission was radical and transformative. 

The commissioning of the disciples in Matthew 28:19ff occurs immediately after Jesus' resurrection, 

underscoring the authority and significance of his words. Jesus instructs his disciples to "go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV). This 

commission reflects Jesus' universal vision for the expansion of God's kingdom beyond ethnic and 

cultural boundaries (Wilkins, 2004). 

 

In the Jewish context of the time, the concept of making disciples was not unfamiliar, as Jewish rabbis 

often gathered followers to instruct them in the ways of Torah observance. However, Jesus' commission 

extends beyond mere instruction to include baptism and obedience to his teachings (Hagner, 1995). 
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Baptism in the name of the triune God signifies initiation into the community of faith and embodies the 

believer's identification with Christ's death and resurrection (Turner, 2008). 

 

Understanding the historical and cultural context of Matthew 28:19ff is crucial for interpreting its 

relevance to contemporary Christian society. The commission to make disciples remains a foundational 

mandate for the church today, transcending geographical, cultural, and linguistic barriers. In an 

increasingly globalized world, the call to evangelize and disciple all nations takes on renewed urgency 

and significance (Winter, 2009). 

 

Analysis of Matthew 28:19ff 

In Matthew 28:19ff, commonly known as the Great Commission, Jesus delivers a pivotal command to 

his disciples after resurrection and before ascending to heaven. This passage holds immense 

significance in Christian theology and practice, as it outlines the mission and purpose of the Church. 

Jesus instructs his disciples to "go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you" (Matthew 28:19-20, NIV). This command encapsulates the essence of Christian evangelism and 

discipleship. 

 

The command to make disciples emphasizes the proactive nature of Christian mission. It is not merely 

about spreading the Gospel message but also about nurturing individuals in their faith journey. As 

Mounce (2011) notes, the term "make disciples" implies a process of teaching and mentoring that leads 

to the formation of committed followers of Christ. This entails not only proclaiming the Gospel but also 

investing time and effort in discipling new believers. 

 

Furthermore, the act of baptizing in the name of the triune God signifies initiation into the Christian 

community. By invoking the names of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, baptism symbolizes 

incorporation into the Trinitarian relationship and commitment to the Christian faith. This sacramental 

act serves as a public declaration of one's allegiance to Christ and participation in the life of the Church 

(Carson, 1984). 

 

Moreover, Jesus instructs his disciples to teach obedience to all his commands. This aspect of the Great 

Commission underscores the importance of discipleship as a lifelong journey of learning and growth in 

faith. According to France (2007), the Greek word for "teaching" (mathēteusate) implies not only 

imparting knowledge but also nurturing a lifestyle characterized by obedience to Christ's teachings. 

In contemporary Christian society, the Great Commission remains profoundly relevant as the Church 

grapples with the task of fulfilling Jesus' mandate. The call to make disciples transcends cultural and 

geographical boundaries, challenging believers to engage in evangelism and discipleship both locally 

and globally. In a pluralistic and increasingly secular world, Christians are called to embody the love 

and truth of Christ through their words and actions (Stott, 1994). 

 

Matthew 28:19ff presents a comprehensive mission statement for the Church, emphasizing the 

imperative of making disciples, baptizing believers, and teaching obedience to Christ's commands. This 

passage continues to inspire and guide Christian communities in their mission to proclaim the Gospel 

and make disciples of all nations. 

 

Relevance to Contemporary Christian Society 

In contemporary Christian society, the mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff holds profound 

relevance, serving as a guiding principle for believers worldwide. The command to "go and make 

disciples of all nations" (Matthew 28:19, NIV) underscores the universal scope of Christian mission, 

emphasizing the inclusive nature of God's redemptive plan for humanity. This directive challenges 

believers to transcend cultural, geographical, and social barriers in their efforts to proclaim the Gospel 

and make disciples. As David Bosch aptly notes, this commission "demands a universal vision and a 

global strategy for mission" (Bosch, 1991). 
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Moreover, the triune formula of baptism prescribed by Jesus—baptizing "in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19, NIV)—affirms the foundational doctrine of the 

Trinity and underscores the communal nature of Christian faith. Baptism serves as an initiation rite into 

the Christian community, signifying a commitment to follow Christ and participate in His redemptive 

work. This sacramental act not only symbolizes spiritual rebirth but also fosters a sense of belonging 

and unity within the body of believers (Johnson, 2010). 

 

Furthermore, the command to teach new disciples to obey all that Jesus commanded highlights the 

importance of discipleship and spiritual formation in contemporary Christian practice. Discipleship 

involves not only imparting doctrinal knowledge but also nurturing a lifestyle of obedience and 

adherence to Christ's teachings. In a rapidly changing and increasingly secularized world, the need for 

robust discipleship programs and mentoring relationships becomes imperative, equipping believers to 

navigate ethical challenges and live out their faith authentically (Willard, 1998). 

 

However, translating the principles outlined in Matthew 28:19ff into practical ministry faces numerous 

challenges in the contemporary context. Cultural pluralism, secularism, and religious pluralism pose 

significant obstacles to evangelism and disciple-making efforts. The rise of postmodern skepticism and 

relativism also complicates the task of communicating the Gospel message effectively (Hiebert, 2008). 

Moreover, technological advancements and the proliferation of digital media present both opportunities 

and pitfalls for evangelistic endeavors, requiring discernment and adaptation in outreach strategies 

(Crouch, 2013). 

In response to these challenges, contemporary Christian society must adopt a holistic approach to 

fulfilling the Great Commission, integrating proclamation with social action, and embodying the 

transformative power of the Gospel in tangible ways. This entails fostering authentic relationships, 

engaging with diverse cultural contexts, and addressing social injustices in alignment with the values 

of the Kingdom of God (Wright, 2006). By embodying the spirit of Jesus' mission statement in Matthew 

28:19ff, contemporary Christians can bear witness to the transformative love of Christ and participate 

in the ongoing work of God's kingdom in the world. 

 

Application of Jesus' Mission Statement in Practical Ministry 

In practical ministry, understanding and applying the mission statement of Jesus from Matthew 28:19ff 

is paramount. This involves actively engaging in disciple-making endeavors that reflect the triune nature 

of God and encompass teaching obedience to all of Jesus' commands. As Jesus commanded his disciples 

to go and make disciples of all nations, modern Christian ministries are called to a similar mission, 

reaching out to diverse cultures and peoples with the message of salvation (Matthew 28:19). This 

mandate underscores the universal scope of Christianity, urging believers to share the Gospel beyond 

their immediate communities and comfort zones. 

 

Moreover, the practice of baptizing believers in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit serves as 

a foundational rite within Christian communities (Matthew 28:19). This act symbolizes the initiation 

into the Christian faith and the believer's identification with the triune God. In practical ministry, this 

aspect of Jesus' commission underscores the importance of sacramental practices and rituals within 

Christian communities, emphasizing the spiritual significance of baptism as a public declaration of 

faith. 

 

Furthermore, Jesus' instruction to teach obedience to all that he commanded implies an ongoing process 

of discipleship and spiritual formation (Matthew 28:20). In practical ministry, this entails not only 

proclaiming the Gospel but also nurturing believers in their faith journey. This includes providing 

biblical instruction, mentoring relationships, and opportunities for spiritual growth and maturity. By 

teaching obedience to Jesus' teachings, ministries empower believers to live out their faith in a manner 

that aligns with the values and principles of the Kingdom of God. 

In addressing the challenges of contemporary Christian society, practical ministry must be adaptable 

and responsive to the changing cultural landscape. This involves employing innovative strategies for 
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disciple-making that leverage technology, social media, and other forms of communication to reach a 

digitally connected world. Additionally, ministries must navigate the complexities of a pluralistic 

society by fostering dialogue, understanding, and respect among diverse religious and cultural 

communities. 

 

Challenges and Responses to Contemporary Missions 

In contemporary Christian society, fulfilling the mission statement of Jesus as outlined in Matthew 

28:19ff faces numerous challenges, which necessitate thoughtful responses. One significant challenge 

is the cultural pluralism and secularism prevalent in many societies today. As the world becomes 

increasingly diverse and tolerant of various belief systems, Christians encounter barriers to sharing their 

faith and making disciples. However, as noted by missiologist Michael Pocock, this cultural diversity 

also presents opportunities for Christians to engage in dialogue and build relationships with people of 

different backgrounds, ultimately leading to opportunities for evangelism (Pocock, 2005). 

 

Moreover, the rapid advancements in technology and globalization have transformed the way 

information is disseminated and received. While these developments provide Christians with 

unprecedented access to communication tools and platforms for spreading the Gospel, they also present 

challenges in discerning the most effective strategies for reaching diverse audiences. As Philip Jenkins 

observes, the digital age has created both virtual communities of faith and virtual battlegrounds for 

ideological conflicts, requiring Christians to navigate complex online spaces with wisdom and 

discernment (Jenkins, 2020). 

 

Additionally, there are internal challenges within the Christian community itself that impede the 

fulfillment of Jesus' mission statement. These include theological disagreements among denominations 

regarding the interpretation of key doctrines such as baptism and discipleship. Addressing these 

disagreements requires humility, dialogue, and a commitment to unity in essentials while allowing for 

diversity in non-essentials, as emphasized by theologian Timothy George (George, 1994). 

 

In response to these challenges, contemporary Christians must adopt multifaceted approaches that blend 

cultural sensitivity with unwavering fidelity to the teachings of Jesus. This entails cultivating 

intercultural competence, leveraging technology for innovative evangelistic efforts, and fostering 

ecumenical cooperation among diverse Christian traditions. Ultimately, as the Apostle Paul exhorted 

the early Christians, believers today must strive to be "all things to all people" in order to win them to 

Christ (1 Corinthians 9:22, New International Version). 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the exploration of Jesus' mission statement in Matthew 28:19ff reveals profound 

implications for contemporary Christian society. As Jesus commissioned his disciples to make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

all his commands, he set forth a universal mandate for all believers. This mandate transcends time and 

cultural boundaries, calling Christians in every era to actively engage in disciple-making and the 

proclamation of the Gospel (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

The enduring relevance of this mission statement lies in its foundational principles, which remain 

essential for the growth and vitality of the Christian faith. In today's pluralistic and rapidly changing 

world, the call to make disciples necessitates creative and adaptable approaches to evangelism and 

ministry. As scholars like David Bosch emphasize, the Great Commission challenges Christians to 

embrace cultural diversity and engage in holistic mission efforts that address both spiritual and social 

needs (Bosch, Transforming Mission). 

 

Moreover, the triune nature of baptism symbolizes the believer's identification with the Godhead and 

their commitment to a life of discipleship. As Paul affirms in Romans 6:4, baptism signifies 

participation in Christ's death and resurrection, marking the beginning of a new life in obedience to God 
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(Romans 6:4). Thus, baptism serves as a visible expression of faith and a foundational step in the 

disciple-making process (Oden, Classic Christianity). 

 

However, fulfilling the Great Commission in contemporary society is not without its challenges. 

Cultural barriers, skepticism towards Christianity, and the distractions of modern life can hinder efforts 

to spread the Gospel effectively. Nevertheless, as Jesus promised in Matthew 28:20, he is with his 

followers always, empowering them by his Spirit to carry out his mission (Matthew 28:20). 

In response to these challenges, Christians must remain steadfast in their commitment to proclaiming 

the Gospel with love, humility, and cultural sensitivity. By leveraging the opportunities presented by 

technology, globalization, and interfaith dialogue, believers can engage with diverse communities and 

share the message of Christ in meaningful ways (Winter, Perspectives on the World Christian 

Movement). 

 

Ultimately, the mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff serves as a rallying cry for contemporary 

Christians to embrace their role as ambassadors of Christ, proclaiming the good news of salvation to all 

nations. As we heed this call and participate in God's redemptive work in the world, we can be confident 

that our labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). 

 

Recommendations 

In light of the exploration of Jesus' mission statement in Matthew 28:19ff and its relevance to 

contemporary Christian society, several recommendations emerge for individuals, churches, and 

Christian organizations: 

1. Personal Reflection and Commitment: Encourage individuals to reflect on their 

understanding of discipleship and their personal commitment to fulfilling the Great 

Commission. This may involve prayerful consideration of one's role in evangelism, 

discipleship, and missions. 

2. Equipping and Training: Provide opportunities for believers to receive training and equipping 

in evangelism, disciple-making, and cross-cultural ministry. This could include workshops, 

seminars, or small group studies focused on practical strategies for sharing the Gospel 

effectively. 

3. Community Engagement: Encourage churches and Christian organizations to actively engage 

with their local communities, identifying areas of need and opportunities for outreach. This 

might involve partnerships with local schools, shelters, or community organizations to 

demonstrate Christ's love in tangible ways. 

4. Global Missions Support: Foster a heart for global missions by supporting missionaries and 

mission organizations financially, prayerfully, and emotionally. Encourage individuals and 

congregations to develop relationships with missionaries, stay informed about global mission 

efforts, and participate in short-term mission trips when possible. 

5. Utilization of Modern Technology: Embrace the opportunities presented by technology for 

sharing the Gospel and connecting with people around the world. This could involve utilizing 

social media platforms, online resources, and digital tools for evangelism, discipleship, and 

community building. 

6. Cultural Sensitivity and Adaptability: Stress the importance of cultural sensitivity and 

adaptability in cross-cultural ministry. Encourage believers to learn about different cultures, 

languages, and worldviews, and to approach evangelism and disciple-making with humility, 

respect, and empathy. 

7. Lifestyle of Witnessing: Encourage Christians to view their entire lives as a witness to the 

transformative power of the Gospel. This includes both verbal proclamation and living out the 

values of the Kingdom of God in everyday interactions, relationships, and activities. 

8. Continued Learning and Growth: Foster a culture of lifelong learning and growth in 

discipleship and mission. Encourage believers to continue studying Scripture, engaging with 

theological literature, and seeking opportunities for personal and spiritual development. 
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By implementing these recommendations, individuals and Christian communities can effectively fulfill 

the mission statement of Jesus in Matthew 28:19ff, bringing glory to God and advancing the Kingdom 

of God in the world. 

 

References 

 Bosch, D. J. (1991). Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Orbis 

Books. 

 Johnson, L. T. (2010). The Creed: What Christians Believe and Why it Matters. Image. 

 Carson, D. A. (1984). Matthew. Expositor's Bible Commentary (Vol. 8). Zondervan. 

 Creswell, J. W. (2013). Qualitative inquiry & research design: Choosing among five 

approaches. Sage Publications. 

 Crouch, A. (2013). Culture Making: Recovering Our Creative Calling. InterVarsity Press. 

 France, R. T. (2007). The Gospel of Matthew. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing. 

 Gorman, M. J. (2015). The Great Commission according to Matthew. Eugene, OR: Cascade 

Books. 

 Hagner, D. A. (1995). Matthew 14-28. Word Biblical Commentary. 

 Hiebert, P. G. (2008). Transforming Worldviews: An Anthropological Understanding of How 

People Change. Baker Academic. 

 Mounce, R. H. (2011). Matthew. Zondervan. 

 Stott, J. R. W. (1994). The Contemporary Christian: Applying God's Word to Today's World. 

IVP Books. 

 Wilkins, M. J. (2004). The NIV Application Commentary: Matthew. Zondervan. 

 Willard, D. (1998). The Divine Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in God. 

HarperOne. 

 Winter, R. D. (2009). Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A Reader. William 

Carey Library. 

 

 


