
152 

 

Fonọlọjị Ọtọsegmentalụ na Ntụcha Ụdaolu n’Olu Ịka: Ụdachi 

na Ụdaahịrịokwu 

 

 

Joy Oluchi Uguru 

Mahadum Naịjirịa, Nsụka, Nigeria 

 joy.uguru@unn.edu.ng 
                                                                                                                           

Ụmị edemede 

Edemede a na-ekwu maka otu e si eji atụtụ ọtọsegmentị atụcha 

ụdaolu n’olu Ịka. Ọtụtụ mgbe, a naghị aghọtacha ka ụdaolu si arụ 

ọrụ n’ahịrịokwu; anyị ji edemede a kọwaa nke a. N’ịkọwa maka 

ụdaolu, ọ dị mkpa ikwu maka ụdachi nakwa ka ụdaolu si agbanwe 

n’ahịrịokwu. Nchọcha a gbadoro ụkwụ n’olu Ịka. Anyị jiri fonọlọjị 

ọtọsegmentị wee gosi na mmekọrịta ụdaolu na ibe ya n’ahịrịokwu 

na-emetụta ụda ndokọelu n’olu Ịka; mkpụrụokwu anyị họtara n’Ịka 

(ode na-asụ Ịka) ka anyị ji kwara ngwa ọrụ. Edemede a na-egosi na 

iji atụtụ  ọtọsegmentị kọwaa maka ụdaolu na-ekpughe nghọta zoro 

ezo n’ahịrịokwu. Ihe kpatara nke a bụ maka na ọtọsegmentị na-eme 

ka ọrụ ụdaolu pụta ìhè. Ntụcha ọtọsegmentị nyeere anyị aka igosi 

ka ụdaolu si agbanwe nakwa ihe kpatara ha ji efu n’ụfọdụ 

ahịrịokwu. Edemede a na- egosikwa na ọtọsegmentị na-akọwapụta 

ihe gbasara ụdaofeke nke ọma. Anyị tụkwara alo na ọ dị mkpa 

ịchọpụta otu a ga-esi na-eme ka ụdaofeke pụta ìhè ma a na-etinye 

akaraụdaolu n’edemede Igbo. Nke a bụ iji mee ka onye na-agụ Igbo 

nwee ike gụọ ya werewere. 

Key words: fonọlọjị ọtọsegmentalụ,  ụdaolu, Ịka, ụdachi,  ndokọ 

elu,  ndokọ okpuru 
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1. Ndubata  
A na- asụ olu Ịka n’ebe e nwere olundị ndị a na-akpọ Naịja Igbo  

(Ikekeonwu, 1986). Williamson (1968) na-akọwa na Ịka nwere 

ụdaolu atọ: ụdaelu, ụdaala, na ụdaetiti.  O nwere ike bụrụ ụdansụda 

ka ọ kpọrọ ụdaetiti mana Williamson na- egosi na a bịa n’ihe gbasara 

ụdaasụsụ, na Ịka na Ụkwụanị dị iche n’ebe olu ndị Igbo ndị ọzọ dị. 

Uguru (2000, 2007, 2014 na 2015) na-akọwa na tinyere ụdaolu, Ịka 

nwere ndebeolu ebe ọ dị ukwuu.  N’edemede a, anyị na-ekwu maka 

ụdaolu.  N’ọtụtụ mba Afrịka, ụdaolu bụ ihe dị mkpa n’asụsụ. Nke a 

pụtara ìhè n’Igbo Ịka.  Edemede a sooro ụzọ ọtọsegmentị wee gosi 

njirimara ụdaolu n’Ịka. Goldsmith (1976) na-ekwu na  mkpụrụụda, 

nkejiokwu, mkpụrụokwu ma ọ bụ nkebiahịrị nwere ike ibu piichi. 

Atụtụ ọtọsegmentị na-ahụta ụdaolu dịka ihe kwụụrụ onwe ya;  ya 

bụ, a na-ahụta ya dịka nkeji kwụurụ onwe ya, n’adabeghị n’ụdaume 

ma ọ bụ mgbochiume.  

N’ogogo SPE (Sound Pattern of English), a tụchaghị ụdaolu 

nke ọma maka na n’ogogo a, e weere ụdaolu dịka ihe dabeere 

n’ụdaume. Nke a ekwesighị maka na ọtụtụ asụsụ nwere ụdaolu, ọ 

bụghị mgbe niile ka ụdaolu na ụdaume na-aha n’ọnụọgụ. Ọzọkwa, 

ụdaolu otu nkejiokwu nwere ike imetụta nkejiokwu ndị dị ya nso.  

Katamba (1989: 190) na-ekwu na ọtọsegmental fonọlọji 

kwụdosiri ike na  o kwesiri ka mkpọnike, mkpọnimi, ụdaolu na ihe 

ndị yiri ha nọrọ iche na ntụcha ụdịdịasụsụ n’ihi na ha kwụụrụ onwe 

ha. Ọ na-arụtụ aka na ụdaolu ngwe (contour tone) abụghị ihe SPE 

ga-atụchanwu maka nsogbu ụmaokwu “absolute slicing”. 

Ụmaokwu a kụụrụ na e nwere ike ibewa okwu na ǹkè na ǹkè; o 

nwechaa agwara kwụ n’ọgbara n’ọgbara. Ihe mejuputara ụdaolu 

ngwe bụ ụdaolu abụọ maọbụ karịa nke mere na atụtu ọtọsegmentị 

na akọwapụta ya nke ọma karịa SPE.  

Dịka Katamba siri gosi, ndokọ ụdaolu ngwe dị otu a; e depụtara ya 

n’okpuru ebe a: 
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N’ihe eserese a dị n’elu, high pụtara elu, cons pụtara mgbochiume, 

ebe syll pụtara   nkejiokwu. 

Cruttenden (1986:64) na –arụtụ aka na ọ bụ maka ntụcha 

ụdaolu n’asụsu ndị dị na mba Afrịka ka e jiri hiwe atụtụ ọtọsegmentị 

iji kọwapụta otu ụdaolu ndị apụtaghị ìhè si emetụta okwu. Mgbe 

ọbụla ụdaolu dị iche iche nọkọtara, a na – enwe mgbanwe n’ụda ha. 

Ma na ndokọ elu ma na ndokọ okpuru, atụtụ ọtọsegmentị na – 

akọwapụta maka ụdaolu nke ọma. Ọ dị mkpa ka anyị kọwapụta 

ụfọdụ ákàrà dị n’edemede a: 

E  -  pụtara elu (ụdaelu) 

A  - pụtara ala (ụdaala) 

N   - pụtara nsụda (ụdansụda) 

M  -  pụtara mgbochiume 

Ụ  -  pụtara ụdaume 

 

1.1 Usoro a Gbasoro n’Edemede a 

N’edemede a, atụtụ ọtọsegmentị ka e jiri kwara ngwa ọrụ ntụcha. 

Atụtụ ọtọsegmentị bụ nke John Goldsmith tụpụtara n’afọ 1976 na 

nnyocha o mere iji nwee nzere mmụta PhD. Atụtụ a na-enye aka 

na nnyocha ụdaolu tụmadụ n’ebe o metụtara igosi na ụdaolu na 

nnọchianya kefonọlọji ụfọdụ abụghị ihe a na-eso otu ahịrị atụcha 
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(dịka ọ dị na SPE); kama ha nwere ike gafee otu ahịrị. A họọrọ 

ụfọdụ okwu ndị ga-ewepụta ụdị ụdaolu anyị na-akọwapụta maka 

ha nke ọma wee mee nchọcha a. Atụtụ ọtọsegmentị ka e jiri 

tụchasịa okwu ndị a. Ntụcha e mere n’edemede a na-egosi otu e 

nwere ike isi tụchaa okwu Ịka ndị ọzọ. 

 

2. Ntụcha Ụdaolu n’Okwu Ịka ndị Kwụụrụ Onwe Ha 

N’ebe a, anyị ga – atụcha ụdaolu n’okwu Ịka ndị kwụụrụ onwe ha. 

Ya bụ, ahịrịokwu ndị nwere otu okwu ma ọ bụ abụọ. Anyị ga – ekwu 

maka agwara ụfọdụ dị n’okwu ndị a wee kwuzie maka otu ụdaolu si 

ewepụta nghọta ha na ọrụ ụdaolu na – arụ na ha n’ebe ọ gbasara 

ụtọasụsụ. Ụdachi mkpụrụokwu Ịka na – apụta ìhè ma okwu kwụrụ 

n’onwe ha, tụmadụ e were ndebeolu eluala (High Fall intonation) 

kwuo ha. Mkpụrụokwu ndị a ga – eleba anya ebe a bụ: 

1.     ḿbà 

2.     afịa 

3.     Chika 

4.     ẹkwa 

5.     rimenị 

Nkejiokwu Ịka na-enwekarị ọdịdị a na - akpọ CV nke bụ na ọ bụ 

mgbochiume na ụdaume mejupụtara ya. Nkejiokwu ọbụla na-enwe 

ụdaolu nke ya. Ya mere, okwu ọbụla na-enwe ụdachi nke ya; ya bụ 

ụdaolu enwebeghị mgbanwe. Ọtụtụ iwu fonọlọji na-ehiwe isi 

n’ụdachi. Ọtụtụ mgbe, ọ bụ ụdaume na – ebu ụdaolu; kama ọ dịkwa 

mkpa ịkọwa na ụdaimi (nasals) na – ebukwa ụdaolu. Nke a pụtara 

`ihè n’ọmụma atụ dị n’okpuru, 
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Chaatị a dị n’elu na – egosi na /m/ bụ ụdaolu n’agbanyeghị na ọ bụ 

mgbochiume. Mgbe ọbụla /ŋ/, /n/ and /m/ nọ na mbido okwu, ha na 

– ebu ụdaolu ma ọ bụrụkwa na mgbochiume na – eso ha. Ha anaghị 

ebu ụdaolu ma ha nọrọ n’etiti okwu.  

N’okwu Ịka, 'áfị́á', ụdaume abụọ nọkọrọ ọnụ bu ụdaelu; ya bụ ‘i’̣ na 

‘a’. Ọ bụ eziokwu na a bịa n’odide, a na-etinyere ụdaume ndị a akara 

ụdaolu nke ha n’otu n’otu, ọ bụghị otu a ka e si akpọ ha. A bịa 

n’ọkpụkpọ, a na – akpọ ụdaelu abụọ ndị a dị ka otu ụdaelu gbatịrị 

agbatị. N’aka nke ọzọ, odide na atụtụ S. P. E. na-eduhie mmadụ ikpọ 

ụdaume nke bu ụdaelu ndị a iche iche. Ọtọsegmentị na-aka ezipụta 

nke a nke ọma maka na o nwere iwu na-ekwu na ọ bụrụ na ụdaolu 

yiri onwe ha anọkọọ ọnụ, ha ga – aghọrọzi otu. A kọwara nke a na 

chaatị dị n’okpuru. 
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Ihe a kọwapụtara na chaatị dị n’elu na – eme ka mkpọpụta doo anya 

ma dịkwa fere fere. Ya mere, ọ dị mkpa ka a chọpụta ka a ga – esi 

na – etinye akaraudaolu  n’ụdị okwu a ma a na – ede Igbo ka  ọgụ 

akwụkwọ (tụmadụ onye Igbo abụghị asụsụ mbụ ya) nwee ike gụọ 

Igbo nke ọma.  

A bịa na ‘Chika’, ọ bụ aha mmadụ bụrụkwa okwumbite maka na 

‘nwaafọ’ Ịka ga –aza Chuka, ọ bụghị Chika. E nwere nsinweta n’aha 

abụọ a; o metụtara  'Chineke ka' na 'Chukwu ka'. 'Chukwu' n’onwe 

ya si na  'Chiukwu'. Ka anyị hụ ntụcha Chika n’okpuru. 

 

 
 
Site na chaatị dị n’elu, a ga – aghọta ihe kpatara mkpọpụta /i/ dị na 

Chika ji gbatịa agbatịa. Nkeji ndị mebere mkpụrụokwu 'neke' furu 

efu; ụdaala dị na 'kè', bụ ụdaofeke gbakwunyere na mkpọpụta 

mkpụruokwu a, na-agbanyeghị na nkejiokwu bu ya furu efu. Nke a 

kpatara mkpọpụta ‘Chíkà’ ji gbatịa agbatịa karịa nke  ‘ẹ́kwà’ 

n’agbanyeghị na ha abụọ nwere akara ụdaolu yiri onwe ha n’odide. 

Ọ bụ maka na ‘Chíkà’ nwere ụdaofeke nke na-ebughi akara pụtara 

ihe kama ọ nọ na ndokọ okpuru. N’aka nke ọzọ, ụdaolu ékwà na 
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ndokọ okpuru, bụkwa otu ihe ahụ na ndokọ elu. Nke a pụtara ìhè na 

chaatị dị n’okpuru ebe a: 

 

 
 
Ihe anyị na-akọwa bụ ya kpatara na ụdaelu dị ‘n’ékwà’  ji dị nkenke 

ma daakwa elu elu karịa nke dị na ‘Chíkà’. Nke dị na Chika na-ada 

ka ụda ngwe. Ọ dị oke mkpa ka a chọpụta otu a ga-esi na-eme ka 

ụdaofeke pụta ìhè n’odide Igbo. Nke a ga – eme ka ndịiche dị n’etiti 

ụdaolu okwu ndị dị ka Chika na ẹkwa doo anya nke ọma. Ịgbaso ụzọ 

ọtọsegmentị ga-enye aka ime nke a. Ịsị ka e dee ya ‘Chiika’ agaghị 

enye aka maka na nke a ga – enye nghọta ọzọ. Ihe dị mkpa bụ ka a 

ga – esi mee ka ọ̀gụ́ akwụkwọ mara na ụdaume ‘i’ dị na Chika bụ 

udaolu gbatịrị agbatị. À ga – ewe ya ka ụdaolu gbatịrị agbatị ka ọ bụ 

ụdaolu abụọ ebe ọ bụ na ụdaolu pụtara ìhè (ụdaelu) na ụdaofeke 

(ụdaala) na –emetụta mkpọpụta /i/?   Ọ bụghị naanị na Chika ka e 

nwere nsogbu a. Na mkpụrụokwu dị ka ‘ụ̀dàchí’, a ga-ahụta na 

mkpọpụta ya na-egosi na o nwere ụdaofeke dị n’etiti ‘–da’ na ‘–chi’.  

Okwu ndị ọzọ a ga – eleba anya bụ okwu ntimiwu dịka jémé', 

'lámá' na 'ríménì'; tinyekara okwu mmecha, 'mégwá'.  Otu ihe pụtara 

ìhè n’okwu ndị a bụ na ha nwe nsonaazụ -mé/-má a gbakwụnyere 

n’isingwaa.  'Ríménì' nwere nsonaazụ nke abụọ, -nì. Nsonaazụ -

me/ma na – arụ ọrụ -we/-wa na – arụ n’Igbo Izugbe nakwa ọrụ  
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-be/-ba na – arụ n’olu ndị Enu – Ọnịcha. Ọ na – ebukarị ụdaelu 

n’agbanyeghị ụdaolu isingwaa bu. N’Ịka, isingwaa ndị e jiri mete 

ntimiwu na-ebu ụdachi ha. N’Igbo izugbe, ihe a ga-ahụ bụ 'jèwé', 

'làwá' na ‘rìwénù̦’. Okwu Ịka, ‘ríménị̀’ sitere na mkpụrụokwu abụọ, 

'rímé' na 'ụ́nụ̀'. Chaatị ndị a dị n’okpuru kọwara nke a. 

 

 
 
Chaatị ndị a na – egosi na nsonaazụ, '-ní' nke nwere ụdaelu, sizi 

n’aka ụdaofeke nweta ụdaala ma tụfukwaa ụda nke aka ya. 

Ụdaofeke a nwere ike bụrụ na o si n’ụdaala dị n’úṇụ̀ maọbụ ọ burụ 

ụdị nke mere n’àlà àlà ebe ụdaelu ofeke batara n’etiti mkpụrụokwu 

abụọ a. Chaatị ndị a na –egosi nke a. 
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A bịa na mkpụrụokwu 'mégwá', -gwa na –arụ ọrụ nsonaazụ mmecha 

‘-cha’ na – arụ n’Igbo Izugbe. Ọ na – ebukarị ụdaelu n’agbanyeghị 

ụdaolu isingwaa. Iji maa atụ, na mkpụrụokwu 'lụ̀gwá' (end fighting) 

nke bu ụdaala, nsonaazụ a bukwa ụdaelu.  

3. Ụdaolu n’okwu àrụrụàrọ (in construction) 
N’ebe a, anyị ga – ekwu maka otu ụdaolu si agbanwe n’ahịrịokwu 

maọbụ n’okwu arụrụarọ. Ọmụmaatụ anyị bụcha n’ahịrịnkwusa dị 

nkenke.   

 

6. Yụ́ jè - you were the one who went. 

Ahịrịokwu a nwere tensị ndịnaazụ. N’Ịka, isingwaa na – ebu ụdaala 

iji gosi ndịnaazụ. E nweghị nsonaazụ -rv e ji egosi ndịnaazụ dịka ọ 

dị n’Igbo Izugbe. Ya mere, ngwaa ụdachi ya bụ ụdaelu, ya bụ ụdaelu 

ga-agbanwe, ghọrọzịa ụdaala iji gosi ndịnaazụ ebe nke ụdachi ya bụ 

ụdaala na – adịrị otu ọ dị; ọ naghị agbanwe. N’okpuru ebe a, ntụcha 

ọtọsegmentị gosipụtara nke a. 
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A bịa n’ahịrịokwu 'Ọ̀ lámálé', a na – ahụta na o bu ụdaelu, nke bụ 

ụdachi ya. Ihe kpatara nke a bụ maka na ọ bụghị tensị ndịnaazụ ka 

ọ na – akọwa; kama ọ bụ tensị ndịmmecha. 

 

 
 
N’ahịrịokwu 'mẹ́ jì é, 'jì' bu ụdaala, nke bụ ụdachi ya maka na ọ bụ 

ụdaala ka e ji egosi tensị ndịnaazụ n’Ịka. Ụdaolu nnọchimpesịn,'e' 

emeghị ka ọ gbanwee. Otu ihe a mekwara na 'mẹ́ shì é. Chaatị ndị a 

dị n’okpuru kọwara nke a ebe o doro anya: 
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N’ịga n’ihu, na nkebiokwu ‘nédí ụ́nụ̀’ (Your father), ụdachi 

nkejiokwu nke abụọ dị na ‘nedi’ gbanwere, site na ụdansụda bụrụzie 

ụdaelu. Nke a ka a kọwapụtara nke ọma n’okpuru. 
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Ụdachi néꜜdí bụ ụdaelu na ụdansụda ma mgbe ya na ‘ụnụ’ nọkọrọ 

n’ahịrị, ụdaelu dị ‘n’ụnụ’ eloo ya mee ka o tufuo ụdachi ya buruzie 

ụdaelu. 

4.  Mmechi 

N’edemede a, e gosiri na iji ụzọ ọtọsegmentị tụchaa ụdaolu na – eme 

ka a ghọta otu ụdaolu si agbanwe nke ọma. Fonọlọji ọtọsegmentị na 

– akọwapụta otu ụdaolu si eme na ndokọ okpuru nakwa ndokọ elu. 

Nke a kpatara o ji egosi ọdịdị ụdachi na ụdaofeke tinyekwara na ọ 

na - egosi otu ụdaolu si emetụta ibe ha n’ahịrịokwu.  

Anyị na – ekwukwazi na ọ dị mkpa ka a chọpụta otu a ga-esi na 

– enye okwu Igbo akara ụdaolu n’ụdị ọtọsegmentị; n’ụdị onye na – 

agụ Igbo ga – esi ama ebe e nwere ụdaofeke. Nke a ga – enye aka 

ime ka ọgụgụ Igbo dị mfe karịa ka ọ dị ugbu a. 
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